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Tips and Troubleshooting

What do I do when I have made a twist and it needs straightening?

Do not hit the twist to correct it, but instead hit the stock on both ends of the flat part of       the bar near the twist and the magic of straightening the twist occurs.

 By Billy Phelps

What do I do if I am having trouble with nails getting struck in my header? 

Try squirting some WD40 on the header and then heat it up until it is smoked off and then put some more on the header when out of the fire and let it smoke off.

             By Joe Rotenberry

What are some of the ways to protect and color finish metal projects?

· Billy Phelps uses a grinder with a wire wheel to give part of the metal a silver shine and then sprays it with clear enamel.

· Charlie Hanks uses a mixture of beeswax and boiled linseed oil and then smokes the object in green coal producing a beautiful dark black.

· John C. Campbell’s school instructor Ron Howard heats the metal just enough that when rubbed with a rag with some boiled linseed oil, the oil barely smokes.

· Harold Shelton sandblasts the metal and puts on spray primer and paint. 

· Jeremey Funderburk has a lot of his projects powder coated. 

· Others just spray paint the metal with quick drying black paint. 

· Scuptnouveau.com offers a clear sealer, Permalac Lacquer, (made by Peacock Labs) that lasts ten years outside. 

· Use a vegetable oil other than peanut on eating utensils because of nut allergies. 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!


	In mid October of this year I had heard that Alan Hartman and Rick Green were having a Hammer-In at their shop in Callaway. I had never met either of them, but was curious to talk, for a few of us were looking for a blacksmithing group that we could join. After talking with Rick for hours on the phone and asking if he would like to form an association he said that — if I organized the association — he would agree to be vice president until elections in April 2006. Special thanks goes to Rick Green for coming up with the name Old Dominion Blacksmith Association (ODBSA).


      		We had a tremendous start with the help of their Hammer-In. As many of you know we are, as of December 14, 2005, up to 40 card-carrying members and as of yet, we have not had our first meeting.  Maybe that tells us something. We welcome all of the new members that signed up at the Hammer-In Nov. 5th, and we are going to try to provide all members with the opportunity, through demonstrations at various shops to share what we know about blacksmithing.


      		Generally, all of the what I call “masters” of blacksmithing with whom I have spoken will say things like “I can still learn things from beginners,” “I’m still learning,” “The more I learn, the more I find out what I don’t know”, “I don’t know nothing,” and  “I wish I had had an association of blacksmiths close by when I first started.”


		This association covers a large rural Virginia area and we are trying to be fair about the driving times for everyone; half of the meetings planned are closer to Callaway and the other half are closer to Altavista. We are willing to have a meeting almost anywhere, so, if you have a shop large enough and are agreeable to host a meeting, please let Rick or me know.  
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Special Interest Articles:





•	How did Bobby and why did Bobby start the Assoc.? Read the Start of Old Dominion Blacksmiths(





•	What’s coming up? See page 4.





•	Tips on finishes: see the last page. 
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	We are honored that Mora Larson has accepted to be the acting editor for ODBSA. She is a blacksmith and her profession is editing. Charlie Boothe, a blacksmith, has agreed to be the acting treasurer and be in charge of the Iron–in–the–Hat. We are all pleased that Diane Brzeski will be the acting webmaster of ODBSA. She is a blacksmith with a tremendous knowledge of computers. 


    We are honored Elmer Roush from Brasstown, N.C., a world-known blacksmith and teacher has joined ODBSA as an honorary officer and educational director. We are hoping that his schedule and ours will come together later during the year 2006 so we can witness his work in action.


	All of the officers are “acting” because no one was elected. The elections will be held at the April meeting.




















	


The ODBSA has a temporary internet site: � HYPERLINK "http://bobbyfloyd.tripod.com/odba/" ��http://bobbyfloyd.tripod.com/odba/�. Diane is building us a new internet site.


	This is your organization so please at anytime, we welcome any feedback from you to improve the association. If you know of any demonstrator that you would like to see or if you have something that you would like to be demonstrated, let Rick or me know. Most of the officers helped start this association but it is left up to all of you to keep it going. If you have not done so already, please give me your e-mail address. By not having to snail mail everything, it saves the association money.


	We still have some of you that were interested in becoming members that have not mailed your application form to us. A membership card will be mailed when your application form is received and your name will be posted onto our site as a member of ODBSA.

















On October 26, 2005, an application for ODBSA to become an associate to ABANA has been forwarded for approval.

















Notes to Members 
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Acting Officers Chosen





“The more I learn the more I find out what I don’t know.” 
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ODBSA Applies for


Membership to ABANA











	One could not have created a more beautiful, comfortable day than that Saturday in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia at Alan Hartman and Rick Green’s Hammer-In. The Cahas Mountain Forge of theirs, while sitting on a large extraordinary mountain, made you feel as if you were in a dreamland, with its beautiful, handmade log forge building (they made) resting on top of a knoll facing the astonishing view into the valley. It was a pleasant, calm day for all of us to absorb the beauty, mingle, and observe. Rick and Allan are not only partners in their business, Tinbenders, but are cousins sharing the same great, great grandfather who was a blacksmith with a shop on this Cahas Mountain and who was found dead lying on his forge at an elderly age. True story. Rick told me he has been collecting blacksmith equipment and hand-forged items since his high school years. These guys have some of the best historic blacksmithing paraphernalia.





	Blacksmithing master David Tucciarone’s demonstration was again outstanding because of his extraordinary blacksmithing and teaching skills. Thanks go to Eric Bourhill for working the blower while David gave demonstrations in basic blacksmithing and in the afternoon made a colonial fork. Other people who did some demonstrations outside the forge shop were Dick Angle, Glen Bryant, Charlie Boothe, Michael Peay and myself.


 	An interesting thing happened to me during my demonstration. While I was desperately trying to impress everyone with my ability to make a good rose-headed nail, at which time it was almost completed, Dick Angle (retired grand master blacksmith, his father and grandfather were also) stopped near me and, with a smile on his face, said, “What are you trying to do — make a nail?” My nail was shot to Hades because I could not stop laughing.


	Allan and Rick did a tremendous amount of work in preparation for this day. Both these guys worked until the wee hours of the morning. I would also like to thank their family and friends for the delicious, amazing, grand lunch and refreshments. They’re the ones who did the real work on that day.  Special thanks go to Allan’s wife Diane, his mother Christeen, his children Tabitha and Mattie, and Rick’s girlfriend Wanda Foster.  Thanks also to Rick’s brother for taking pictures with my camera for the ODBSA. Hey Rick, your beans were delicious. 


	Even though we all came from different walks of life, we had one thing in common: the love of the historic craft of blacksmithing. This place helped personify it all. We met a lot of new and old friends and the ODBSA was able to increase its card-carrying membership by 15. Words do not give this site enough credit, so if you get a chance, look at the photos on our webpage.


Thank you Rick, Allan, family and friends,





 Bobby Floyd (ODBSA acting president)




















As of December 14, 2005, the results of the ODBSA application survey of the 40 card carrying members are: 10% women, 90% men; 30% novices, 40% apprentices, 15% journeymen, 15% masters; and 85% with e-mails. Those who responded to “My blacksmithing interest are” wrote: Carriage repair, historic reproduction, tool making, hinges, hooks, knives, home and garden items, improving techniques, the old way, traditional, general and all.
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Membership Stats





Cahas Mountain Hammer-In on Nov. 5, 2005















































































































































































































































	Congratulations to David Tucciarone for making the front page of the Rustburg Reporter newspaper. There was a full two-page article about him. David also did demonstrations at Point of Honor and Thomas Jefferson’s summer home Poplar Forest near Lynchburg.


	Charlie Boothe was the first place winner with his hand-forged coat rack at the Halifax County Fair. Charlie did a lot of demonstrations in 2005: Southwest Virginia Antique Farm Day in Rocky Mount; Sweet Potato and Pie Festival in Roxboro, North Carolina; Halifax County Heritage and Antique Machinery Festival; the 4th of July at Patrick Henry’s Red Hill in Charlotte County; Noland Village County Fair Day in Halifax County; Flat River Antique Tractor Show in Roxboro, North Carolina and demonstrations at several saddle clubs. 


	Michael Peay  worked as a blacksmith at Explorer Park outside of Roanoke. Charlie Hanks was the main demonstrator at the Sedalia Center in Bedford County. Glen Bryant  demonstrated at Apple Days at Douthat State Park (Clifton Forge), Treasure Mountain Festival (Franklin, West Virginia), Apple Dumpling Festival (Stuart) and Farm Day (Clifton Forge). He just finished making an entrance and gates for the League of Older Americans complex and a sign display frame for the Historic Masonic Theater in Clifton Forge. 


                Richard Bartelt will be demonstrating at Clover Hill near Appomattox in December.


                Mike Tanner demonstrated at the Heart of Virginia Festival (Farmville), Buckingham Days, Craig Country Heritage Day Festival (New Castle), Sedalia Center (Bedford County).


	And I, Bobby Floyd worked as a volunteer blacksmith at Patrick Henry’s Red Hill near Brookneal and demonstrated to numerous school and adult groups. Charlie Boothe, Jock Dempsey, and I did ten thirty-minute presentations on the 4th of July 2005, with about 340 spectators. I also demonstrated with Charlie Boothe at the Roxboro, North Carolina antique tractor and car show.





—Please let me know what you are doing—








Members in the News








See us mid-Jan. at:


www.odbsa.com





The First Old Dominion Blacksmith Association meeting will be held Saturday, January 7, 2006, at Evington Iron Werks








816 Honeybee Rd.


Long Island, Virginia





Phone:


434-335-5621





E-Mail:


va18@hotmail.com








Old Dominion Blacksmith Association





Location:  Evington Iron Werks        (� HYPERLINK "http://www.evingtonironwerks.com/" ��www.EvingtonIronWerks.com�) 


                 314 Miles Lane-Hwy 24


                 Evington, Va. 24550


                 434-821-1774


Directions: Next door to Miles Country Market, adjacent to  the railroad tracks 


 From Lynchburg: go south on route 29 about six miles turn right at traffic light onto route 24 west and continue for about six miles and it is on the right side next to Miles Market — just before railroad tracks.


From Danville: go north on route 29 (about 44 miles) and turn left at traffic light onto route 24 west and continue for about six miles and it is on the right side next to Miles market — just before railroad tracks.


From Vinton: route 24 east to Evington (about 37 miles) immediately on other side of railroad tracks on left.


Other: because there is so many ways to get to Evington please check your own map.           





Host: Jamie and Jeremey Funderbuck


                 434-821-1774


Time: 10:00 A.M. until 3:00P.M.


Jamie will provide the morning coffee and pastries.


Lunch 12:00 until 1: 00 PM.  Jeremey is cooking cornbread, beans, and greens for us on his woodstove in his shop.              





Demonstrator: Jerry Darnell (master blacksmith) has been a blacksmith for over 35 year. He grew up in his dad’s welding shop and is trained as an engineer. He has been a full time computer science and calculus teacher for the past 36 years.


       He owns and operates a commercial shop that produces all types of ironwork from traditional gates and railings to contemporary artworks. He has demonstrated at many  conferences throughout the country including the Quad State Round-up, Southeastern Regional, and the National ABANA conference.


       He teaches regularly at John C. Campbell Folk School and has taught at the Ozark School of Blacksmithing and the Touchstone School of Crafts. Jerry likes the colonial period and favors teaching lighting, hearth equipment, and hardware.


      Jerry will be making for us hearth equipment of the colonial period such as handle trivets, broilers, bird spits, and saw tooth trammels.





(IMPORTANT NOTES FOR THE MEETING, PLEASE READ(


Please get there early if you want to set up your tailgate sell/shop or mingle, because the meeting/demonstration starts at 10:00 sharp!


To save postage, copies of what is on the internet site will be at Jeremey’s shop. 


Remember that tailgate sales are welcome, ODBSA’s “Iron-In-The-Hat” lottery will commence around 12:40 P.M. and there will be a donation box for refreshments and lunch.


     In case of inclement weather, please check the computer site the night before any event for any cancellations and/or rescheduling. For others, if you are concerned, you should call Bobby Floyd  (434-335-5621) or Rich Green (540-334-5841). 
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Old Dominion Blacksmith Association


816 Honeybee Rd.


Long Island, Virginia
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