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      Robert Saxon and Mark Kinsley from Goodview, Virginia seemed to be eager to learn blacksmithing, arriving early (8:25 am) to the suburb of the boonies at the Plantation Forge in Long Island, Virginia on a cool misty Saturday in April. 


     I had already started the fire in the side draft rock coal forge to make some more coke prior to their arrival but in reality, I just wanted to avoid personal embarrassment with the fire not starting in front of Novice Blacksmiths. 


     My wife Jocelyne was kind enough to bring us two large containers of coffee, banana nut muffins and blueberry muffins and they helped carry us wonderfully through the morning.


     Because I had already given hands-on blacksmithing classes to a little over a dozen beginner smiths, I had prepared a tentative agenda that would function according to their natural ability, how fast they learned or how well I taught.


     In my opinion the best way to learn is by hands-on experience therefore we had very quick discussions about coal, coke, water, hammers, tongs, metal, glasses, anvils, vises, dirt floor, fullers, blowers, clinkers etc, and then were ready to get down and dirty.


      Charlie Boothe my neighbor (about six miles away) and ODBSA Treasurer wandered in after his morning Turkey hunt. I was somewhat disappointed because we were anxious to see Charlie’s driving in towing his new Blacksmithing Trailer that he has been building but he said it is not quite ready.


     I have found that if new smiths make something that is practical they like it better. The hook is my favorite training vehicle because it is normally made with small metal stock with which you can learn to cut, round, square, draw out, upset, fuller, make a point, make a fish tail, bend, quench and twist while working on most parts of the anvil.


     We started with my burning a piece of metal in the fire so they could see the little stars popping up from the fire and a discussion of what color was needed to work the metal.


      First, I slowly demonstrated the making of the type of hook that I wanted them to replicate. Then I did it again but this time we all finished one step at a time before going to the next phase. For example: I would show how to draw out a piece to a sharp point by working near the edge of the anvil, stop and let them do it. Next, I would show how to do a curly-que and they would do the same. And then continue on with each step until the hook was completed. The key to building confidence in their ability is not overload them with too many things to remember and this can be accomplished by making sure you do only one step at a time to start with. Plus, the first 15 minutes or so of a new smith working in front of someone else can be a little nerve racking for him or her and this can slow down the learning process so keep it simple and fun.


     Next, to reinforce what they had learned, I slowly made another hook


     























      











with a few changes to the design and then they were asked to duplicate it. Once finished with this hook I demonstrated another type of hook, which they also duplicated. By this time both Mark and Bob had their confidence up and were becoming artist blacksmiths in the making.


     With some basics under their belt next they hand-forged a fireplace poker with four alternating twists and a little fish tail on the end of the handle. I am proud to say they both made the fireplace poker with ease.


     Another thing they hand forged were leaves with veins.


     Other items Charlie and I demonstrated: I made a nail, forge welded a folded piece of ¼” stock using borax; Charlie forge welded (his special flux) a small piece of metal to his ¼”stock to make a spoon using the anvil to shape the spoon. I made a spoon using larger stock on a block of wood to shape my spoon.


     It was fun to see two guys learn as much as they did. By the end of the eleven-hour day their confidence level was way up there. I loved to see them eye ball their item and proceed to figure out how to correct what they perceived to be a flaw in their artwork. They really did well and made some items that anyone would be proud of.


      During the day George Juettner (Mr. New Jersey, a member/neighbor and Yankee friend) came to observe for a few hours and George had invited Francis Howard from the South Boston area to come and observe.  Francis who joined ODBSA this day was with us most of the day and brought some Brunswick stew (from the Ruritan Club that he belongs to) that my wife warmed up and served with of her home made biscuits which we all enjoyed while having lunch sitting in back of the historic Cookhouse. 


     It was a fun day for everyone, Charlie and I got our fix by teaching: Mark and Bob by really learning a lot and all of us joking with each other all day long, finishing at 7:30 pm.  Thank you all for a great day------------

















Note: Any ODBSA member that would like to spend the day learning the basics of Blacksmithing with me and/or Charlie Boothe, please let us know. I can do it any day of the week but Charlie can only do it on the weekends. There are other blacksmiths within our association that are willing to do the same thing, so if you are interested in learning some hands-on basic blacksmithing skills at no cost to you, please contact me.











L. T. Skinnell is on of ODBSA most experienced and knowledgeable blacksmiths with our classification of Journeyman. He has one of the  best three shops within our group .His shop/studio is large, furnished with some of best blacksmithing equipment and super clean. He hosted one of our events last year when we had Ken Swartz the managing master blacksmith at Colonial Williamsburg as our demonstrator and will be hosting our event with Master Blacksmith/Teacher Elmer Roush demonstrating in June. I had asked L.T. if he would write something about himself for our Newsletter and he agreed. L.T. shop/studio and home is in Bedford, Virginia with a great view of the Blue Ridge Mountains.





      My interest in blacksmithing has only been for 10 years. I regret that its not been more because it could have been. My granddaddy had a blacksmith shop on his farm and I turned the fan for him when I was 10 years old. He died when I was 12 and I didn't get interested until I had passed 50. In the mean time I had a neighbor who had a shop and talked blacksmithing a lot, but by the time I got interested he had passed away also.


      My interest was sparked by the desire to bend some metal for hooks, which I needed. I decided to make a small forge out of a hot water tank. It worked and I was happy. 


      About this time my wife, Barbara, saw a story on the local news about 2 blacksmiths from Alabama that were in Pulaski, doing demo's and exhibiting some of Samuel Yellin's ironwork at the local museum. We decided to drive down and check them out. There weren't many people there so I got to talk with them. They made a leaf on the end of a round rod and then brass brushed it. I was hooked!! They talked to me about blacksmithing and some of the big events each year and best places to find tools at tailgate sales.         


      I really wanted to be able to forge some things but I didn't know how and didn't know anyone who did. I bought some books and joined ABANA and started gathering some tools. I would read and then practice. This went on for a while. I realized I needed a shop and a better forge. I was really getting in deep!!


      Barbara and I built the shop. She has really supported me. I have





       














taken several classes and am presently scheduled for a class with Jerry Darnell this summer. I like the challenge of blacksmithing. There is no end to it. You never stop learning.


     We do one craft show a year mostly because my cousin was organizer for the show and said she needed a blacksmith in it. I was scared at first, but since we have done it a few years now, I like it. We don't sell all that much but I enjoy talking to the people. I get some orders because of the show.


     What I like most about blacksmithing are the people involved with it. Most are friendly and helpful.


      I was asked by a young boy if I would help him learn blacksmithing. Of course I will and I'll bet he will learn something that will stick with him throughout life whether he becomes a Smith or not. 


Thanks,


L.T.  





              Novice to Apprentice in One Day                                                                                 





 Blacksmith Mr. Charles “Mac” McRaven author of Country Blacksmithing/rev. The Blacksmith Craft
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              Journeyman Blacksmith L.T. Skinnell
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                              Next ODBSA Event





Saturday, May 12, 2007    "Family Day"�         Location:    Plantation Forge at the Buttercup Plantation (est. 1825)�                                   Bobby and Jocelyne Floyd�                                   816 Honey Bee Rd�                                   Long Island, Virginia 24569�                                   434-335-5621 �       Host: Bobby and Jocelyne Floyd�       Time: 10:00 AM until 4:00 PM�       Refreshments: Furnished by Jocelyne Floyd (Donation Jar)�       Lunch: Provided by Jocelyne Floyd ( my wife is a French Canadian that loves to cook so please bring your big appetite.) Donation Jar�       Note: John Elliott (� HYPERLINK "http://www.blacksmithsupply.com/" �www.blacksmithsupply.com�  ) is planning on bring his box truck full of blacksmithing wares to this event. So please bring your spare change to get the blacksmithing items that you have been waiting for. ��Demonstrator: Mr. Dan Easley (Please visit his site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.newriverforge.com/" �http://www.newriverforge.com� ) You will be impressed.��       Resume: Dan Easley�                       Hinton , WV �US Army 509th Airborne and 101st Airborne 1955-58 �BS Mech. Engr University of Kentucky 1961 �MS Mathematics - Oregon State University 1965 �From 1965 to 1983 I taught Mathematics at Southwest Missouri State; Asbury College, Wilmore KY; and University of Kentucky. �In 1989 I started Blacksmithing full time. The first 11 years I sold my work at art shows and did commission work. Since 2000 my work has been commission pieces as well as work for builders. ��         This is taken from ABANA Demonstrators list:�Dan teaches at the John C. Campbell Folk School and specializes in demonstrating European traditional blacksmithing. He teaches techniques for beginning and intermediate levels that include scroll work and joinery, such as mortise and tenon.��Subject: Something different- Dan will give you a choice of five items that he could demo (you will pick two that you would like to see him make.��"Family Day": at the blacksmithing event that my wife Jocelyne and I are hosting on the 12th of May, we would like to offer you the opportunity to bring your spouses, children, or friends. Even though we will not have enough room in my shop for them to observe the demonstration there will be plenty of other things to occupy their time. (Horseshoes, croquet, badminton, tour our plantation home and cook house, play with our four dogs and three cats, play on the swing, take a bike ride on the trails in back of our home (we have two adult bikes or bring your own). Please do not dress up, we are in the country and more than likely you will get dirty. My wife loves to cook so all please come with a hearty appetite. ��Bill of FARE: �      Meats:�          Two home hickory smoked turkeys (by me) �          Spiral cut ham �      Salads:�          Potato salad �          Pasta salad �          Cole slaw (Canadian style-not sweet)�          Pasta seafood salad


          Spiced rice salad�     Misc.:


         Rolls, veggies and southwestern dip �     Desserts: �         Dump cake�         Bread Pudding (Las Vegas award winning) �         Brownies                                                                                                                              �    Beverages: Iced tea, coffee, sodas                                     �                                                                                                                                        Made by Master Blacksmith Dan Easley�       Directions:� From South (Danville area) 29 North to Gretna-29 North Bus. In Gretna to traffic light. Turn right (40 east) go 10 miles to Mount Airy. Turn left on 640. Stay on 640 to 761. Turn right on 761. Stay on 761 You will see Straightstone Baptist Church keep on 761 and turn right on 3rd paved road from Church. Honeybee rd rte 639----- 3rd mail box on right (white #816). Gravel driveway is ½ mile . �From East (Brookneal) 40 West to Cody (brick country store) at Cody- turn right on 640 and stay on 640 to dead end. Turn left on 639- When you see sign of leave Halifax county enter Pittsylvania Co. it is 1st driveway on left –white mailbox #816 –Gravel driveway is ½ mile long.


 From North (Lynchburg) 29 south to traffic light at rte 24. Turn left (24 east) to 501. On 501 go south to Gladys (approx 8 miles). In Gladys at Texaco station (on your left) TURN RIGHT onto rte 761 to Long Island and cross railroad tracks and stay on 761 past Staunton river bridge for 2 to 2 and half miles. Turn left on rte 639 (Honeybee Rd) to 3rd mailbox on right (White box # 816). Gravel driveway is ½ mile. If using 501- Stay on 501 south to Gladys and follow above directions from Gladys �From West using Rte 40 Stay on 40 east until 10 miles past Gretna to Mt Airy. Turn left on 640 and stay until 761- turn right on 761 and stay on 761 (you will see Straightstone Baptist church) keep on 761 to the 3 rd paved road on the right. Turn right onto rte 639 Honeybee Rd. Our driveway is at the 3rd mailbox on right (white box #816). Gravel driveway is ½ long. �There are many ways to get to our place so feel free to use your own map. Country Living and a Taste of History! Be prepared to drive slowly near our home because of our dogs, cats and birds. My wife says of our location: “this is the suburb of the boonies”. Note: Please come early to have coffee & refreshments, sign in, tailgate, donate item to Iron-in-the –Hat, buy tickets for the Iron-in-the Hat and socialize. Tailgaters, please park in front of the garage. Jocelyne and I are looking forward to seeing ya’ll here.
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ODBSA at Sunrise Forge





Newsletters from other ABANA Affiliates/Chapters: Recently I have had communications with a lot of them from the USA but also Canada. Many have sent their Newsletters to me. All that I have received will be at the sign-in table for you to take home and read. Please return them at the next ODBSA event that you attend so that other members can do the same. Most of the ABANA Affiliates/Chapters are very large (some covering more than one State or Province), existing for a long time, well organized and all have extremely good Newsletters. In fact I would call some of their Newsletters a professional magazine. Good Blacksmithing information in all of them.�      Welcome Heather Hutton: the ABANA new Central Office Administrator. The new office has a storefront in Knoxville, Tennessee. I had a very pleasant conversation with Heather this morning March 19th when renewing my ABANA membership for two years. She has to very good looking, smart and intelligent (like me) because she was born and raised near Atlanta, Georgia, my home state. Besides that, she knows our area because she worked in Lynchburg, Va. for two years in 2002-3 and also worked for awhile in a very small town in the mountains where I went to college (Dahlonega , Georgia). "It is a small world." Give her a call and sign up for ABANA. The membership of $55 fee is a whole lot easier to give up when you talk with her. Seriously, call her and sign up for ABANA at 1-865-546-7733, they need our support and we need theirs.�      FYI: All ABANA Affiliates/Chapters Presidents, Editors and ABANA Board of Directors received a copy of the ODBSA March Newsletter.�     Please support ABANA by becoming a member: Applications are available at the sign in table at each of the ODBSA events. �     L.T. Skinnell's Otter Hill Forge: to host ODBSA event with Master Blacksmith/Teacher Elmer Rouch on June 9th (The Making of Hardie Tools)


     Master Blacksmith/Teacher Elmer Roush has been blacksmithing since 1970 and has been fully professional since 1987. He is mostly self-taught but has studied with William Fiorini, James Horebin (England), Varlav Jaros (Czechoslovakia) and Peter Ross. He has taught at Touchstone, Peters Valley, John C. Campbell and Cearte Inona (Ireland) and has attended and demonstrated at a number of annual blacksmiths gathering (Australia) and at a number of conferences throughout the United States. � HYPERLINK "http://www.metcalferoush.com" ��www.metcalferoush.com� �      The "Goal" of the Old Dominion Blacksmith Association is to share knowledge: I would like to thank the following Journeymen, Masters and Accomplished Blacksmiths so far, who have answered some of the questions re: The Beginner’s Corner.�1. L.T. Skinnell (Bedford, Virginia)�2. Charlie Boothe (Nathalie, Virginia)�3. Charlie Hanks (Lynch Station, Virginia)�4. Glen Bryant (Clifton Forge, Virginia)�5. Dick Nietfeld (Grand Island, Nebraska)�6. David Tucciarone (Rustburg, Virginia)


       Iron-in-the-Hat items at SunRise Forge:


 Items in dark were hand made: Glen Bryant-Coat Rack ( from the Dale Morse article on how to make the item) ; Charlie Booth-Tongs; David Tucciarone- Hook; Tom Harrell- Candle Holder; Glen Bryant- Knife; L.T. Sinnell-Fish; Missy Coates-Cake; L.T.Skinnell-Letter opener; John Riddle-Boot Scrapper; Jerry Jones-Blacksmithing Sign; L.T. Skinnell-Hook; Missy and/or Wally Coates-Snake on Log; Bobby Floyd-Coat Rack (from the Dale Morse article on how to make the item); Bobby Moose-Knife; Wendell Wyland-New punch& chisel set; Tony Gowen- Welding Rods; Christian Birkett-spikes; Charlie Boothe-steel; Mark Kinsley-spikes; Glen Bryant-threaded rod; Gary Birkett-spikes; Eric Bourhill-brushes; Michael Peay-gloves & soapstone; Bob Saxon-spikes; Jerry Jones-jack hammer bit; Bobby Moose-coal;


     Congratulations to Bobby Moose and Wally Coates for making their first hand forged item for the Iron-in-the Hat!!! Who will be next? 


     The Iron-in-the-Hat raffle and the auction of Jerry Darnell’s item brought $352 for ODBSA. Thank you Charlie Hanks for cleaning Jerry’s item up.


     The Items that Charles “Mac” McRaven made will be auctioned off just before we have the Iron-in-the-Hat Raffle at the Plantation Forge event. There will be no more auctions at the end of the day.





     I had written an article about ABANA but decided to send it to the Board of Directors of ABANA in hope of soliciting their comments about what’s been going on and what will be happening with them in the future. As soon as I understand more I will let you know. 


     Well, Virginia, the USA and the world have seen the results of the Virginia Tech Massacre. We are all very saddened by what went on there. Many of our members knew someone attending the school when this happened and we are very pleased that Adam Birkett, a student there and an ODBSA active member, is Ok, along with friends and acquaintances of ODBSA members.


     Charlie Boothe, our Treasurer, will be demonstrating for three days at the Heritage Day Festival in South Boston Virginia at the Fairgrounds next the Race Track on May 4, 5, 6.  Charlie is finishing up his blacksmithing trailer that he will be working from at this event and I’m looking forward to seeing the finished product. If you have a chance go by and see him and his trailer. Charlie’s arc welding on his trailer as good as it gets. I plan to help him on the 5th and also Blacksmith, Farrier, Wheelwright Pete Robertson from Fredericksburg is scheduled to demonstrate his Wheelwrighting at this event.


Charles Mac McRaven demonstrated his knowledge of tempering to ODBSA members at David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge last month. We had never had this kind of demonstration before and everyone learned a lot from him and we thank him for helping us and autographing the blacksmithing book he had written and also the other two books that he had written on stone work and log construction. It was a real pleasure to meet his wife Linda who was selling his books in David’s fabulous showroom.


I would like to thank everyone who made this day possible: (1) members/guest by attending (2) the following officers for doing their volunteer duties: David Tucciarone, Charlie Boothe, Missy Coates, Wendell Wyland, Glen Bryant and Bettina Wehner. A special thanks to Louise Tucciarone for helping David clean his shop and especially for the pastries, coffee, tea, milk (for the youngsters), and the ham biscuits.    


  ODBSA 2007 Expense and Revenue Report:� Revenue:�          Carry over from 2006--------------------------------------$250.80�          January Iron-in-the Hat-------------------------------------403.00�          Feb. Iron-in-the-Hat $373 plus auction of $80 equals--453.00�          March Iron-in-the-Hat plus the auction------- -----------501.00�          April Iron-in-the-Hat plus the auction--------------------352.00�                                                                                             ________                                                       Total Revenue:--------   $1959.80� Expenses:�       Demonstrator expenses-----------------------------$100.00�       Demonstrators---------------------------------------1000.00�       Asst. demonstrator----------------------------------- 100.00�       T-shirts, hats, mugs for demonstrators & host--- 110.00�       7 buckets of coal ---------------------------------------35.00�       Computer ink------------------------------------------ 41.00�                                                                                    ______�                                                                                                                                                                                                


                                   Total Expenses: ------------- $1386.00�                                                                                         __________� Total amount on hand---------------------------------------+  $573.80�       ��  Debt: stamps for Missy for Jan thru June --------$60.00 �  Expected April expenses ---------------------325.00�                                                                








                                  Current News





Library grows: Wendell Wyland (VP) told me that Bettina Wehner loaned the book Practical Blacksmithing and Linda & Charles "Mac" McRaven donated a copy of Mac's book The Blacksmith's Craft to the Library. Thank you both�We are honored that Dick Nietfeld has agreed to be an Educational Director for ODBSA. His contribution to our "Beginner's Corner" is and will be a tremendous help to everyone interested in blacksmithing. We all look forward to the article he is writing about New Anvils. I have just posted thirty five more "great" responses to the "Beginner Questions" by Dick Nietfeld from Grand Island, Nebraska (Shady Grove Blacksmith Shop � HYPERLINK "http://www.blksmth.com/" �www.blksmth.com�)�Members/Guests that are planning on attending the ODBSA blacksmithing and "Family Day" event on May 12 at the Plantation Forge/Buttercup Plantation with Master Blacksmith/Teacher Dan Easley: Bobby & Jocelyne Floyd; Charlie, Renee & Carrie Boothe; George & Phyllis Juettner; Billy, Carolyn & Jack Juettner; Tom & Val Harrell; Shirley & Charlie Hanks; Louise & David Tucciarone; Wendell & Deb Wyland ; Missy & Wally Coates; John & Mickey Elliott; John & Ann Hussey; Richard & Mary Bartelt; Glen Bryant; Reo Garrett; Bob Saxon; Mark Kinsley; John Riddle; L.T. Skinnell; Glen Bryant; Bettina Wehner; Jerry Jones; Gerald Boggs; Tony Gowen; Michael Lehrer; Harmony Leonard; Jeff Shelton; Randy Cox;  Mike Wyland; Wendell Brooks; Gary and Christian 





Birkett; It is important that you let me know if you are planning on attending. Please provide me with your spouses, children or friends names.


Members/Guests in attendance on April 7th at Sunrise Forge in Rustburg,Virginia: Charlie Boothe, Missy Coates, Wally Coates, Glen Bryant, Bobby Floyd, Reo Garrett, Bettina Wehner, Wendell Wyland, L.T. Skinnell, Jerry Jones, Tom Harrell, Val Harrell, Tony Gowen, Eric Bourhill, Layton Bourhill, John Riddle, David Tucciarone, Carrie Boothe, Bobby Moose, Gale Moose, Justin Brown, Katelyn Brown, Gary Birkett, Christian Birkett, Robert Saxon, Mark Kinsley, Michael Peay, Gerald Boggs, Michael Lehrer, Harmony Leonard, Mac Mcraven, Linda Mcraven, Louise Tucciarone�David Tucciarone: Thank you David for letting me tape record you answering the "Beginner Questions" for ODBSA. David and I spent about three hours going through these questions on a cold Monday night in February. All of David's 85 answers are now posted on the "Beginner's Corner." Enjoy and learn from one of the best.�John Elliott (� HYPERLINK "http://www.blacksmithsupply.com/" �www.blacksmithsupply.com� ) is planning on bringing his box truck full of blacksmithing wares to our event on May 12, 2007 at the Buttercup Plantation with guest Blacksmith/Teacher Dan Easley. So please bring your spare change to get the blacksmithing items that you have been waiting for.


                                                                                Con’t on next page


























Bob Saxon





      								


   


          Mark Kinsley    








