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* I would like to know who is interested  in getting some blacksmithing coal & how much you want? If there is enough interest, I will check on the prices and have some delivered to my place. I will sell the coal the same price that I pay for it, like before. The last time we had 10 members that came to my place and purchased 10 five buckets each. A 5 gal bucket full of coal weights about 33 lbs. Once delivered, you will have 30 day to come and get the coal you ordered. You will need to load it your self into your own personal containers (buckets, barrels, bags, truck bed, etc). I'm only guessing at this point but I think the price will be around $5.00 for a 5 gal. bucket.
FYI: When I work at my forge all day (8 to 10 hours), I will normally go through at least 1 bucket because  my firepot is fairly large. When I teach someone, we will go through 2 buckets in a 10 hour day. One can save more if they water down the sides of the fire often. You have to careful if you have a cast iron fire pot not to crack it with the water. I have found that if you soak your coal in water beforehand it will coke better especially if you have fines (small pieces and dust)and all last much longer. I start my fire with a mixture of dry coal & coke using Dale Morse's method of making three newspaper donuts(using one full sheet for each donut) and putting them on top of each other. Then ripping a strip of newspaper for the wick. After the newspaper is burning good, I first rake the coke/coal to the sides of the burning paper donuts and then put some coal/coke on the top and turn my crank slowly to give the fire more air. This, for me, has resulted in at least a 90% success rate of getting my fire going.
Note: as of Jan.28th ----Members who have already placed their orders for coal:
1. David Hinshaw ----- 10 buckets
2. Bill Roy-----------------10 buckets
3. Bobby Ricketts-------10 buckets 
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                            Cabin Fever


                            By David Hinshaw




















      It seems Cabin Fever came a little early this year. Not the kind of fever that makes people do crazy things, but the kind that finds you walking from window to window and then to the door every five minutes just to see if anything has changed. Even the animals seem bored. 


   Ms. Rhonda gets credit for pulling me out of this condition. The simple statement: “If you open that door one more time, you can call 911 and tell them that there’s a man lying on the floor with a lump on his head.” She has a way with words.


   Dressed in layered clothing and standing in the yard with the sound of the door locking behind me I knew I had better find something to do. It’s six hours til suppertime and five hours of daylight to work with, so this banishment shouldn’t be too bad. 


  “When all else fails, go to the shop.”  Somehow this doesn’t seem to work this time and I find myself walking around in the yard again. That’s when the real story starts. I happened to open the lid on one of my coal barrels and noticed that I was getting quite low and the second barrel didn’t have as much as the first. Well that’s a project. But a quick pat down of my pockets tells me that my cell phone and truck keys are still in the house and that a road trip is not going to happen. But this doesn’t have to stop me from finding fuel for my forge. I’ve wanted to try charcoal as a fuel and this leads to a couple of days of pure fun and the meeting of some really nice firemen from the station down the road. No, I didn’t set the woods on fire. It seems they where bored too and just drove down to see what was going on.


   The recent snow and ice had brought down quite a bit of dead wood from the trees around the house and these provided the fuel I needed to fire the charcoal retort that Griffin and I had built a couple of years ago. A huge pile of hardwood scraps from the shop, I have a hard time throwing them away, worked out just great for making charcoal. Fire burning nicely and I’m out of things to do again. Knowing that the best return I’ve ever gotten from my small barrel in a large barrel retort system is about 30%, volume not weight, I decided to make another retort and got to share this with the visiting firemen. They were pretty impressed with the system, especially after I explained that the charcoal could be used for anything that you would use charcoal for. Forge fuel, cooking fires or anything you just needed carbon for. I didn’t mention gunpowder because they do carry badges. About half way though a quick tour of my shop a beeping noise on their radio sends my newfound students off doing the hero stuff those guys do and I’m setting watching the fires again.


     During one trip up into the woods behind the house to gather more wood for the hungry fires, that were saving me from a lump on the head, I noticed that one of the Maple trees had been damaged by a falling limb and was almost soaked with sap from the wound down to the ground. I remember my grandfather collecting maple sap to cook down into maple syrup and his lessons taught to me seemed to fly back into my head. We have a new project. Dumping the gathered fire wood near the retorts and seeing steam still coming from the vent holes I have time to search the shop for items that can be used to gather sap from the trees.








   There’s something to be said about a guy that seems to save everything with the thoughts that someday that item may come in handy. Someone just said “PACK RAT”. No, I was thinking lucky, remember my truck keys are still in the house and it’s a long way to the hardware store.


   Back in the shop I made a quick list of items that I thought I might need and found everything I needed just before the retorts stopped hissing steam. 


   After tipping the large barrels over and sliding the small barrels out, one man operation remember, I plugged the vent holes and covered the bottom holes with dirt and returned to the shop wondering what kind of return I would get from the precious hardwood scraps. Knowing that that question is not going to be answered until late tomorrow or the next day I returned to the maple syrup project.


   A scrap pile is really a wonderful thing if you’re a pack-rat, lucky or just seem to find magic, that’s for those of you that count the word in my stories, when you need it. Stainless steel tubing, some old shower curtain hooks and a small collection of old metal coffee cans help me check a lot of items off my list.


   Ms. Rhonda bringing hot coffee and sweet rolls to the shop signals the end of my exile and a recap of my day brings a family project that we eagerly plan for tomorrow. Thus ends day one. 
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Give the Gift of Knowledge to a Child


                     By Wendell Wayland





   














    


  “The BLACKSMITHS”, a book written and illustrated by Leonard Everett Fisher is a joy to read. It is one in a collection of books in the COLONIAL CRAFTSMEN series published by Benchmark Books. This book is intended for children in grades 4 through 9. It is a treasure to share with young children, who love history. The book describes the role of the blacksmith in the American Colonies. It explains the blacksmith's critical role in the survival and expansion of Colonial America.


     All aspects of the Blacksmith's trade are touched upon in this wonderfully illustrated book. How iron ore was gathered and refined into pig iron. How the charcoal fuel for the blacksmith's forge was made. It touches briefly on the making of wrought iron. How iron production grew as the colonies expanded and the impact it had on international trade. The many and varied items a smith forged and repaired are also covered.


     The books have many illustrations showing the blacksmith's forge, anvil and many tools. It goes into detail explaining how nails and ax heads were made with corresponding illustrations. It explains how a farrier made and fit a horseshoe. It also has a glossary defining many of the words unique to the blacksmith trade.


    This book is no longer in print. Used copies can be purchased on the Internet for less than $10.00. The book I purchased was a retired library book in very good condition. I enjoyed reading this 47-page book. If you know a young child, who loves history and is curious about the role blacksmiths played in Colonial America, this book would be a excellent gift. The ISBN # is 0-7614-0930-0. If you google this number, it should bring up multiple sites that have this book for sale.





 The question for many of us involved in this craft has always been “how does one make a living doing this craft”?  I asked our own Educational Director Master Blacksmith Dale Morse with tons of experience in this craft & business to give us his thoughts. Dale also owns and runs Clay Hill Forge and the Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing.            


                Turning Professional


                             By Dale Morse




















     Over twenty years ago now, I was taking a class from Bill Fiorini and asked him about his thoughts on becoming a professional smith. He said, don't. Not because I was lacking in skill as a smith, but because the obstacles to making a living as a smith are virtually insurmountable. At the time he himself was a jeweler, professor, and accomplished knife smith. Of course I didn't listen. I would give anyone the same advice who asked me the same question today and expect the same result. So, I'm writing this to give you some of the benefit of my experience. �     Just to note, I know of only a couple of smiths who are truly making a living at their craft and they live in Europe. To my knowledge, all the American professional smiths I know have or have had a second means of significant income either from a pension, a spouse, or family money. Also, don't discount some just amazing luck for a couple of these. I do make a distinction between professional smiths, and professional fab smiths. Fab smiths are metal workers who use some forging in their work, but are basically welding fabricators. This is one area where I've seen people succeed, though it's cheap and dirty and far less fulfilling, in my opinion. �     I started out as a child, as many of you know. My early experience was as a living history demonstrator at a National Park. This is still a viable option to make a living as a blacksmith. But you are not actually making your income from the things that you make. You are also working for "the man" as it were and most of us want to be entrepreneurs. As a self-employed smith, my earliest attempts were doing craft shows. This is a very difficult area to make a living in. It is seasonal, so cash flow is uneven. It also requires a lot of prep and investment with no promise of return, so it is very speculative. My advice is to not bother with the local small shows, unless you live in an area densely populated with a large degree of wealth. Endeavor to get juried into a well-known guild or crafts organization as this will help with getting juried into the better shows. A good show is going to involve lots of travel and a lot of expense. Expect to pay from two to five thousand dollars to get a booth after you get through the jury process. Spend some time making your booth just the best it can be. Take about three to four times the inventory you hope to sell, but don't display it all at once. 





PS�   Ed Guy Jr and the blacksmith tradition of sharing.�   Ed Guy was in his 90s when he used to visit Steve and I at the Saugus Iron Works. He carried some of his best hand wrought pieces in the trunk of his car, showing off locks, �hinges, latches, lighting devices left over from a lifetime of blacksmithing. He passed on two techniques which Steve and I have since passed on to other student blacksmiths. This is a tradition of sharing that was once the backbone of apprenticeships, but is now carried on by Associations such as ODBSA and NEBA.


Note:  Bruce said, “Here are two tips and techniques handed down by Ed Guy Jr. Some day I will come down and demonstrate these.  When winter ends”.


     The two articles with photos are: Making a Suffolk Door Latch and Improved Nail Header that will be in the next month’s Newsletter and we look forward to Bruce coming and demonstrating these items to us.


�� �� ��





For a show of this caliber, take higher priced, artier items. If this is beyond your budget or skill level to begin with, the smaller shows are your alternative. Keep in mind that most people visiting a local craft show will part with $20 for something they like far more readily than they will part with any other denomination above or below. Less seems like they didn't really get anything, more like they are spending too much. That is not to say have nothing other than twenty dollar items in your display, but have mostly the twenty dollar items. For this level of show, you need to bring lots of inventory as well. Many local shows will waive booth fees if you agree to demonstrate. This is a good option, but keep in mind that you will be working both sales and demos, really increasing your workload.    


     Catalog work is also an option. This can provide a lot of cash in a short period of time. It is a roller coaster of cash flow and workload, however. When the order for 15,000 hooks comes in, all is great. The time frames for these types of orders are usually fairly short. So expect to put in a few sixteen-hour days and pray that key equipment doesn't break down. Once the warehouse is full or the market is saturated with your current product, the sales can vanish. I found it to be extremely hard on the body and my tools and the cash flow too uncertain to maintain a healthy business.�     Ornamental interior and architectural work is where I'm at now and what I recommend most. There is still some issue with getting the work to come in a steady fashion so that you aren't putting in stupid long hours to get something done on time and getting the money to even out so that your not doing the feast to famine dance. But it is far better than the previous two alternatives in these areas. It can be very expensive to run a shop. If at all possible, have the shop on your own property to keep the cost for housing the business to a minimum. But you can't be invisible to your market, especially in the beginning of establishing your business. You need a medium where people can see your work easily. Doing consignment work for arts and crafts stores is one method to do this, though the drawbacks of this are similar to craft shows. Also, you will need to pay the commission that these outlets require without raising your retail cost in your own store or craft show booth, significantly reducing your margin per item. The plus side is that your work is in the public view longer and the display is the responsibility of someone else. Something else I would recommend is to make small nicely crafted desk sized items and visit the designers, architects, and builders in your area and give your trinkets as gifts that they can display in their offices. Put together and maintain a good portfolio of your work that you can carry with you and have a well-designed web site with a gallery of your work.


           For those of you who are more inclined to the science of business, I highly recommend putting together a business plan. I have a degree in business administration, so I know how to do this for myself. For those who don't, visit your local Small Business Administration. They have instructional brochures in the process and often have members of SCORE, or the Service Core of Retired Executives that are a voluntary 
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group dedicated to help small business owners succeed. Multiple sources of income can also be helpful. This is something I'm trying to perfect with my school with some success. Many write books or sell tools or do something that diversifies their income sources.


     So these are the things that I've tried in my thirty years of professional blacksmithing. I've yet to really get to the point that I could say that I'm making a living. But, barring dips in the economy, each year is a little better. I'm hopeful that I may net somewhere in the range of $30K in a year before my body gives out to the point that I can't do the architectural projects anymore. Meanwhile, I thank heaven that I have a stable marriage with a gainfully employed spouse who doesn't mind that my income is strictly supplementary. To the rest of you, good luck. You'll need it. ��





�





�





�





The Jacksonville Center has received the generous offer of 2 pick-up trucks worth of coal on the condition that we pick it up. Work-party date is Sat. February 5th. We are looking for several able-bodied volunteers to meet at Hollins, VA, to load coal (probably via bucket-train as it is being stored in a basement), a couple trucks for transport, and some volunteers (either the same or a different group) to meet at the Jax in Floyd that afternoon to unload. Unloading to be followed by a feast of Floyd’s very own Micky G’s Pizza! Hollins is located about an hour from Floyd, so any help we can find is greatly appreciated!�   Please contact me, Amy, at education@jacksonvillecenter.org or (540) 745-2784 to find out more about this awesome volunteer opportunity!�  Thanks!!�Amy Avery-Grubel�Note: ODBSA has numerous members in the Floyd/Roanoke area and my hope is that some of you will volunteer for this project because the Jacksonville Center is a supporter of this Association. They offer us a discount on classes and they let us use their blacksmihting studio for our Events at no cost. If you do call Amy to volunteer for this project please let me know also.�Members who said that they would call Amy and see if they could help:�1. Ron Ferguson from Woodlawn, VA�2. Dillard Frazier from Willis, VA�3. Frank Hancock from Check, VA


I would like to know who is interested in getting some blacksmithing coal & how much you want? If there is enough interest, I will check on the prices and have some delivered to my place. I will sell the coal the same price that I pay for it, like before. The last time we had 10 members that came to my place and purchased 10 five buckets each. A 5 gal bucket full of coal weights about 33 lbs. Once delivered, you will have 30 day to come and get the coal you ordered. You will need to load it yourself into your own personal containers (buckets, barrels, bags, truck bed, etc). I'm only guessing at this point but I think the price will be around $5.00 for a 5 gallon bucket. �FYI: When I work at my forge all day (8 to 10 hours), I will normally go through at least 1 bucket because my firepot is fairly large. When I teach someone, we will go through 2 buckets in a 10-hour day. One can save more if they water down the sides of the fire often. You have to careful if you have a cast iron fire pot not to crack it with the water. I have found that if you soak your coal in water beforehand it will coke better especially if you have fines (small pieces and dust) and all last much longer. I start my fire with a mixture of dry coal & coke using Dale Morse's method of making three newspaper donuts (using one full sheet for each donut) and putting them on top of each other. Then ripping a strip of newspaper for the wick. After the newspaper is burning good, I first rake the coke/coal to the sides of the burning paper donuts and then put some coal/coke on the top and turn my crank slowly to give the fire more air. This, for me, has resulted in at least a 90% success rate of getting my fire going.  �	�	� � 


	








The Ironworks at Saugus Massachusetts�By Bruce Dembling PhD�Senior Research Scientist (retired)�University of Virginia School of Medicine�(blacksmith, photographer, accordion player, antique phones)


�





�





 �     If you are a blacksmith and planning to travel north this year, I recommend a stop at the Saugus Ironworks, just 10 miles north of Boston. It is a beautiful little park, museum, and restored ironworks offering a realistic picture of the iron making process when charcoal was the only fuel.


     I began forging iron in my backyard in Haverhill, Massachusetts in 1975 when there was little help from local blacksmiths. I did have a copy of the Alex Bealer’s Art of Blacksmithing, and some antique tools and a home made forge.  Like many of you, my learning did not advance much until I joined an association composed of professional and amateur blacksmiths who wanted to share their enthusiasm for ironwork. The New England Blacksmiths Association (NEBA) formed in the late 1970’s provided just what I needed. Many of the NEBA members were professionals who managed to make a living as artists or artisans.  But I was one of the amateurs who kept his day job and settled for tool-collecting and weekend tinkering to keep me interested. Among my friends in NEBA was Steve Nichols, a very accomplished machinist and head blacksmith at the Saugus Iron Works, a restored 17th century iron foundry north of Boston.  He mentioned that there was an opening for a weekend blacksmith demonstrator, and I was lucky to get the job, which was not far from my home a half hour north.  For several years I worked part time along with Steve, learning  





tricks and techniques of forging iron using only 1650 technology. I was also lucky to be there while the blast furnace and bloomery were being repaired. As a result I go to see how massive oak wood frame construction was designed to support the earliest American iron making technology. Steve later went on to manage blacksmithing operations at the USS Constitution museum near Boston, also a US Park �Service site.


     The Saugus Ironworks was an English business venture formed in the 1640s when the Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth Colonies were barely 20 years old.  (At about the same time an ironworks at Falling Creek Virginia was launched, and this is now the site of a reconstruction effort near Richmond.)  The English wanted to increase domestic iron supply, which was suffering from a shortage of timber and charcoal, the only fuel then used in the iron-making process.  New England had vast forests of hardwood. The Saugus site was chosen for it’s iron “bog ore” and nearby limestone flux deposits, and the presence of water sources for power.�     Between 1650 and 1670 the Ironworks built a workforce of professionals and laborers to operate the furnace, hammer, rolling, and slitting mills round the clock. The furnace was shut down about every six months to re-line its crucible. Otherwise the charcoal, bog ore, and flux were fed into the giant furnace in continuous operation. In 1651 during the English civil war, nearly 100 Scots prisoners were sold to the Ironworks as fully indentured "slave" laborers primarily to produce charcoal in the surrounding forests.  In 1670 the enterprise failed, and was abandoned.  Several generations of �blacksmiths (eg. Joseph Jencks) used the site to producing items for the colony, but exports to England ceased. The massive slag heap remains today as evidence of this first �successful American attempt to build an integrated iron-making industry.


     By the early 20th century the only original structure remaining was the Ironmasters house. Wallace Nutting, an antiquarian and businessman used the site to produce �reproduction furniture and ironware.  He employed a father and son (Ed Guy senior and junior) to run a blacksmith shop built near the house, but it wasn’t until the late 1940’s that United States Steel (and the Iron and Steel Institute) financed a thorough excavation and restoration effort which re-created the existing complex. The land and buildings were donated to the US Park Service, and are now run as one of their Historic �Sites and Monuments.





Related links:           


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saugus_Iron_Works_National_Historic_Site" \t "_blank" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saugus_Iron_Works_National_Historic_Site��� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saugus_Iron_Works_National_Historic_Site" \t "_blank" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saugus_Iron_Works_National_Historic_Site��� HYPERLINK "http://www.wallacenuttinglibrary.com/broadhearth.htm" \t "_blank" �http://www.wallacenuttinglibrary.com/broadhearth.htm��� HYPERLINK "http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/autumn07/iron.cfm" \t "_blank" �http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/autumn07/iron.cfm��� HYPERLINK "http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=32587" \t "_blank" �http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=32587�


(Note: all links must be copy/paste because this Newsletter is protected on Word or go to the Current News Page on Web site to download links.)                             Con’t on next page
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Hope for the Hobbysmith 


                                      By Bill Roy





     














     





     Finding and acquiring the necessary tools and equipment to get started in blacksmithing can be a real challenge.  And don’t try to feed me that crap about all you need is a hole in the ground to hold a fire and one stone for an anvil and another stone for a hammer.  When is the last time you admired an elegant candleholder or colonial style gate made with a darn rock?  I’ll tell you when.  Never!  If there is one lesson I’ve learned in 52 years on this earth it’s that; to do good work, you need good tools.


     I can’t tell you the number of house or auto repair type jobs I’ve messed up for want of the proper tool.  Or was slowed down and ended up going out to buy the right tool anyway.


     So now that you’ve decided you want “good” tools, how do you go about getting your quality blacksmithing equipment?  Well, just hop in the truck and head on over to Lowe’s, right? 


Uh-uh.  This is 2011, not 1911.  A hundred years ago you could go to the local hardware store and probably buy a really nice forge set up.  But today we take advantage of our current technology and go on-line shopping instead.  With the world at your fingertips (tapping on the keyboard) you can easily find several suppliers of blacksmithing equipment.  And if you have the big bucks you can pay for brand new shiny stuff and the cost of shipping it, too.


     A professional blacksmith may do just that because he needs to earn a living now.  But as a hobbyist, I have the














luxury of time on my side.  I can afford to wait a while and


shop around for gently used equipment at a fair price. That is key because a hobbyist usually can’t afford the large initial investment of buying new.  Sometimes that means that you may find yourself restoring or repairing that newly acquired used forge, blower, anvil, vise, hammer, etc. to make it usable and to preserve it. But hey, that’s fun too!    


    Finding used blacksmithing equipment does depend on your geographical location.  I hear that Ohio and Pennsylvania are the best areas to find smithing tools, while some places out west are not so good.  Living here in Central Virginia, I have to admit that we are pretty fortunate in this regard.  With blacksmith rich West Virginia, Tennessee and North Carolina all close by, this whole region is fairly blessed with a good supply of used anvils and blacksmithing tools.  So watch those for those farm and estate sales and remember to bring cash. 


    I dare say that sometimes the hunt for that really sweet “deal” can be nearly as much fun as forging. Nah, nothing’s that fun.





Happy Forging!
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             Current News


                            By Bobby Floyd























Professional photographer Chuck Alverez’s photo called the “Tempered Steel” is on the first page of this Newsletter. It was taken near Clifton Forge at Glens Bryant’s Hammer-In 2008.  Glen was demonstrating how to make a cross while using a small rivet forge when Chuck took this photo. I think it’s one of most unique photos taken at any of our Events in the last 5 years.


It’s unusual for the month of January but I’m pleased to welcome four new members to our Association.


1. Jim Elliott from Pilot, VA


2. Camelia Elliott from Pilot, VA


3. Grant Johnson who is in the Navy and lives in Norfolk,VA


4. Chris Lynch from Roanoke, VA


Amy Avery-Grubel the Educational Programming Coordinator at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts said that someone wanted to donate some coal and wanted to know what I thought.  I said "free it good". Not all coal is good blacksmithing coal but in a pinch, it can be used but make sure it is kept in a separate pile.


Response from Amy:  Well, we have decided to accept the donation of coal and are now looking for a few able-bodied volunteers to help collect, transport and unload the coal. I was wondering if you would mind notifying your members with the following:
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Note: as of Jan.28th ----Members who are interested in getting some coal if the price is right.�1. David Hinshaw ----- 10 buckets�2. Bill Roy---------------10 buckets�3. Bobby Ricketts-------10 buckets


4. David Tucciarone----60 buckets (ton)


5. Bobby Floyd----------60 buckets (ton)


Journeyman Blacksmith Glen Bryant has been asked by the town of Clifton Forge, VA to put together a blacksmithing studio for the newly forming Clifton Forge School of Arts. �1.    Glen has been told that this is a qualified non-profit organization. So if anyone donates a large item it could be tax deductible.�2.    He hopes to have his first blacksmithing class sometime in Feb.�3.    He is personally going to build the 4 forges and he plans to use hand crank blowers and needs 4.�4.    He has not yet been given a budget but my guess is that it will be small.�      Most of us understand what Glen needs but to help you a little here is a list of some things that I think he needs: goggles, files, wire brushes, hammers, tongs, chalk board, hand crank blowers, pole vises, etc. Bring all items that you are going to donate to our next Event on Sat. Feb. 12th.and give them to Glen.�      I’m starting a list now of items donated from our members:�1.    David Hinshaw: one 5" pole vise  (needs a little electric weld to it).�2.    Bobby Floyd: One 55 lb anvil in perfect condition, one used blacksmithing ball peen hammer (2.5 lb) in excellent condition.�Please let me know what you want to donate! If you cannot make the next event and want to donate something, we will see if we can make arrangements to get it to Glen.


People in our area are fortunate to have as many places to learn this craft:�     1. Dale Morse's Virginia Institute of Blacksmithig in Waynesboro, VA (all levels)�     2. Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, Virginia (all levels & discount for ODBSA members)�     3. David Tucciarone's SunRise Forge in Rustburg, Virginia (all levels)�     4. Bobby Floyd's Plantation Forge in Long Island, VA (Free beginners class for ODBSA members only)�     5. Soon to open new blacksmithing studio in Clifton Forge, VA -Glen Bryant organizer 


There is a lot of our News posted on our Web site under  the Current Page that is not in this Newsletter. I do try to post something on it everyday. Please check it often to see what’s going on with our members. Also, check out Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Facebook that Bill Roy (ODBSA Information Officer) set up and is maintaining. Some articles that are not in this Newsletter but are on the Current News page are: how to help identify the date of an old nail found, a visit with two new members who are starting their own Blacksmithing studio  with photos, etc.
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           Next Event 


     Demonstrations by Danny Ward & John Riddle


























Old Dominion Blacksmithing Next Event is on Saturday February 12th at





Danny Ward Horseshoeing School�51 Ward Road�Martinsville, Virginia 24112 �276-638-7908 





“Hands on Training Event for those that want to participate”





Danny and John will make items from used horseshoes and we will try to replicate what they made.


 �        Directions: # 51 Ward Road, Martinsville, is 1 mile on the right side of Hwy 57 going toward Chatham (east from the intersection of Hwy 57 & 58). Because there are so many ways to get there, please check your own maps


.�1. The Event start at 10:00 am (please come early). We usually finish between 3 & 4 pm �2. Cost: $15 for everyone (participating in hands-on training or not) Spouses & their children are free. We will also have a 50/50 raffle for those that want to participate. For the newer members re the 50/50 raffle: one ticket is $1.00. After lunch we will have the drawing and the wining ticket owner will split the pot with ODBSA.�3. Lunch: Brown bag it or go to local restaurants around noon.�4. Danny has a lot of equipment but if you want to bring your own blacksmith hammer that's OK.�5. Wendell will be there with our Library.(he has a lot of books). For the ones that have books checked out for over three months, please return them. If you cannot make this Event and have books please mail them to:�Wendell D. Wyland             �147 Apple Way       �Madison Heights, Va. 24569       �434-384-3784�6.  Gerald Boggs says that he will be bring along a few of Mark Aspery books, anhydrous borax and 4140 steel in 3/4" & 1/1/8" round. The 3/4 is excellent for chisels and such, while the 1 1/18 is great for handled tooling.


7. Everyone must sign in and when you do, check off if you’re planning on attending the next Event. If for any reason that you cannot make it after saying that you plan on attending, please let me know by e-mail or telephone call.    





Members who have already said that they are planning on attending our Feb. Monthly Event at Danny Ward's Horseshoeing School on Sat. Feb. 12th in Martinsville, VA:�1.   Ron Ferguson �2.   David Oakes �3.   Danny Ward �4.   John Riddle �5.   Bobby Floyd �6.   Bill Roy �7.   Wendell Wyland �8.   David Hinshaw�9    Gerald Boggs �10. Gary Hatmaker�11. Steve Ferguson�12. Sam Carnes�13. Ron Howard�14. Michael Armes�15. Norman Mckenzie�16. Glen Bryant�17. Chis Lynch�18. Jonathan Falls�19. Grant Johnson�20. Camelia Elliott�21. Jim Elliott�22..Ron Ferguson�23. Dillard Frazier�24. Frank Hancock�25. L.T. Skinnell �26. Bobby Ricketts


27. David Tucciarone� Please let me know if you are planning on attending or if your name is on the list and you cannot make it let me know also.





Our March Event will be at Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA. It’s on hwy 29 south of Lynchburg. It’s been a while since we had a class on “forge welding” and David said that he would be happy to do it again. David has been teaching Forge Welding at different Blacksmithing schools for over a decade. John C. Campbell Fork School and Jacksonville Center for the Arts are two of his favorite places to teach.


     I’ve asked David if he would do a little something different after finishing his demonstration at 3:00pm.


Between 3:00pm and 5:00pm any member that wants to do Hands-On Training (learn to do a simple forge weld) will be given the chance. This will be offered at the two forge stations in David’s Teaching Studio.  It’s time to learn or refine your skills of forge welding. This is great opportunity to learn forge welding from one of the best as he observes & corrects what you are doing!





�





�





�





Con’t from page 2 


              Cabin Fever


      Day two


 By David Hinshaw                                                                                     


   


   


   Day two started a little differently than the first, for this time, it’s me pushing Ms. Rhonda out the door and pointing to the patches of snow that will keep her new boots mud free on the way to the shop. I really should get some stepping stones. 


   We had planned our project before we left the house, so, as I rounded up the tools that I thought we might need and Ms. Rhonda built a fire in the forge. The fire was to warm the shop more that anything else, but we might need to work some metal at one point or another and everybody knows what will happen to you if you hammer on cold metal. Fire going and all the tools ready, we started working our plan.


   The stainless steel tubing was placed in the post vise and cut to length with a portable band-saw; we cut 45 degree angles on each end and placed a “v” shaped notch on the top side of the tubing that will keep the shower curtain hooks from sliding down the tube. The tubes where about 5” long. The shower curtain hooks where then placed in the vise with the large loop up and about 3/8 of an inch above the vise and twisted a quarter of a turn so the coffee cans that we would catch the sap in would hang straight. A piece of ¾” pipe was used as a twisting wrench. This worked out pretty well as it reduced the size of the ring as it turned down. The coffee cans where placed over the corner of the work table and punched with a nail set to create a small hole about ½” below the rim. A quick cleaning with soap and water and our parts are ready to be put to use.





   I know this is starting to sound like a “How to Do” article, but I was real proud of the way we worked together and used what we had on hand to get the job done.


   Old brace and bit in hand and our newly built “Sap Collection Systems” hanging from our belts we headed to the woods. It didn’t take too long to drill tap holes and hang our six buckets on known maple trees and the rest of the afternoon was spent telling stories of the ways that our parents and grand-parents did things in their day.


Things like collecting sap to make syrup, tending bees for honey, canning fruits and vegetables even cutting up old clothes and linens to make quilts or dish cloths. Things that most people just go to a store to get or order on line now days. Believe it or not, boys and girls, in our very recent past there weren’t any malls or on-line shopping and very few stores. If you needed something, you made it yourself. If you didn’t have the skills or the raw materials to make what you needed you traded for it or did without. At one time people had to walk to school, up hill, both ways, in the snow. Or so I’m told.


   I think I found a good way to cure cabin fever, leave the cabin. I can say that because I really live in a log cabin.


   As always, days come to an end and really good days don’t seem to last long at all. But standing back at my charcoal project, which is still warm by the way, I had time to reflect on the past couple of days and really think about things that I want to share with others. There are a lot of things that I want to learn about and how they used to be done and maybe pass that knowledge on to someone else one day. Who knows? I may even write these things down……..
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