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Thirty five members in attendance:  Ron Ferguson, Feather, Danny Ward, John Riddle, Bobby Floyd, Scotty Lovell, Wendell Wyland, David Hinshaw, Gerald Boggs, Gary Hatmaker, Steve Ferguson, Ron Howard, Michael Armes, Norman Mckenzie, Glen Bryant, Chris Lynch, Jonathan Falls, Donnie Montgomery, Camelia Elliott, Jim Elliott, Dillard Frazier, Frank Hancock, L.T. Skinnell, Bobby Ricketts, Nick Wyatt, David Tucciarone, Charlie Hudson, Joseph Irby, Steven Irby, Joseph Armes, Bobby Moose, Gale Moose, Blake Gilbert, Justin Gilbert and Dave Brown.





                                       Group Photo 


Old Dominion Blacksmith Association hands-on training Monthly Event on Sat. February 12th at Danny Ward Horseshoe School in Martinsville, VA.
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         Learning the Basics


                    By Bobby Floyd


    


    Why do I offer this clinic? Ego maybe? Really it’s about me helping new smiths shorten their learning curve. Many of the things that you will learn took me a long time to find out on my own along with some classes.  My first experience behind the hammer in trying to understand how to do this craft was six years ago last Oct. at John C Campbell Folk Art School while taking a weekend Beginners Class with 14 others. Since that time I have taken a beginner day class with Master Blacksmith Dale Morse and a week class with Master Blacksmith Mark Aspery (tool making and joinery).  In addition to the above classes, I’ve attended every monthly Event that Old Dominion Blacksmith Association has had over the last five years and this has definitely added to my appreciation and understanding of this craft. I don’t claim to be a good blacksmith, but do get pleasure in showing off my skills to the public and teaching some of these simple blacksmithing techniques to others that want to pursue this historic craft.  


    Having taught 36 people some basics of blacksmithing over the last five years through a process of trial and error, my teaching system has been refined with venues that work. Now, most everything has been put on paper as a reference for me when giving my next clinic and to give “future smiths” an idea of what will be learned. I’m still learning what and how to teach this craft but this program does work extremely well. Why? Because of what beginners hand forge and learn the very first day ever smithing and especially, how much they retain afterward.  


     The objective of the clinic is to get you started in some basic knowledge of how to do this craft using a hand crank blower, coal forge and mild steel. Except for lunch and me demonstrating a few things, this for you is a non-stop, high pace, behind the forge working.  Because we have a lot to cover, we will not spend any time on making your work look really good like with the use of file, etc. I ask all to not become artistic in the morning session but do exactly what I ask to be done. The afternoon session, if the urge to become artistic hits you, you will be given more flexibility.





     To get the full benefit of the teaching/learning experience, a one on one is by far the best way. The maximum students in my shop are two per day. The starting time is around 7:00 am and work until you call it quits or I declare it’s time to call it a day. Ten hours is the average. 


     I start out with one step at a time and then you do it. You know, “monkey see monkey do”, on the first couple of projects. Because it is easier to work with, we will be using small stock (¼” square) in the morning. You will make all kinds of hooks and then more hooks. Included in this hook making exercises are: curly cues, twists, leaves, shaping, holes, points, quenching, drawing out, upsetting, fullering, a simple forge weld, etc. Usually by early afternoon, you will be shown a hand forged item from larger stock and asked to replicate it as close as you can with no explanation on how to do it.  If we have time in late afternoon, you will be presented with another hand-forged item that is even more complicated to make. The idea here is to get your input on how it was made and we will discuss it before you proceed to forge the item yourself.


  My two hopes are: after completing the clinic, that the next time you see a hand forged item, you will have better understanding of how it was made and just maybe, you can replicate it. The other hope is that you take what you have learned and teach someone else the basics of this historic craft.


Some of the things that I plan on you learning are:


Everyone must wear glasses or goggles in my shop while forging or observing.


What is good or usable blacksmithing coal  


Identifying coke


Identifying clinkers & what they do to your heat/fire.


What does burning hollow mean? 


How do you know when to clean your fire?


When to adjust your fire?


How to start a fire


How to keep a fire small and improve coking


How to maintain a good fire.


How to extinguish a fire at the end of day 


Listening to the fire to hear if it’s burning correctly 


How to clean your firepot out.


What burning metal looks like in the fire (star burst)


Understand what are the heat sinks


How to put and heat metal into the fire and how not to.


How to check your metal in the fire 


What kind and size hammer to use.


Why some smiths have a long handle hammer.


What the face of the hammer should look like.


The generally accepted height of your anvil and forge.


If you’re building your own forge, suggestions on the chimney for the best draft.


When to use a brass or wood hammer.


How to straighten out your work using the pole vise and/or hammer.


How to cut metal using the hardie cutter.


How to mark your metal to cut it.


Hot roll or cold roll mild steel.


When to quench metal and what it does.


Working with and without tongs.


How to use scrolling tongs


When to wear gloves.


Keeping your anvil face clean and why


Removing your hardie cutter after using it


You will learn how to draw out metal to a fine point.


Different ways to upset metal


What’s a cold shut & their causes


What you do with a horseshoe rasp


Suggestions on shaping an anvil


Heating an anvil
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of my first projects. Over the years I made several more in various sizes, illustrated in the first picture below. They are all made with mild steel handles wrapped and welded to jackhammer bits, files, and other assorted tool steel stock which is then annealed, drilled, hardened, and tempered.  The last picture shows my monogrammed header, assuring that every nail would have my makers-mark  (‘B’) hidden under the head. 


    The main features of Ed’s design are (1) each header has a stud projecting from the bottom that secures it in the hardy or pritchel holes of the anvil, and (2) the face of the header is composed of high carbon steel to withstand heavy use, and (3) the hole is drilled and tapered from the back after annealing, so that the finished nail is released as it cools and shrinks.  This may seem like a lot of effort, but the resulting tool will last for several generations of future blacksmiths in your family.  The stud projecting from the bottom protects the hot point from being bent, and allows the smith to hammer the hot blank swiftly forming a large decorative head. In practice I forge the nails in 2 heats – one to form the point, and 2 to make the head.  The headers shown below were made for round or square rod stock from 3/16 to 3/8 diameter.
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Why do you hit “only” two sides of metal to draw it out?


Make curly cues.


Make many types hooks using mainly the anvil horn.


You will be making different kinds of twists. 


Punch a hole in metal.


Holding metal rod between your legs if by yourself


Rounding square metal


Making a twist in round stock (you believe me, don’t you?)


Making different kinds of leaves with veins & curves.


How to retain heat in metal longer.


You will make hooks that you drive into the wall.


Make hooks that use a screw or nail to hold it in place.


When to use a cutting plate.


You will learn how to draw out heavy stock


At what different temperatures you can work metal and for what purposes.


How to planish.


Why some smiths hit the anvil face with the hammer when working a piece. Could it be they love the sound?


At what temperature of the metal do you “go to hell” for hitting hard?


You will split metal. 


How to make your work not look machine made.


You will make numerous nails of different sizes.


Tips on how not to burn your pieces up.


When to hit hard and when to hit soft.


When to work fast.


How to make a spoon with the aid of a block of wood. 


Understanding & doing a simple forge weld, if time permits.


Correcting or straitening stock before reheating


Vibrations from hammer blows and what it does to the piece that you are working on.


How to make your hand forged items stand out.


Different kinds of protectors to put on your finished work.


How to apply different kinds of protections.


We will try not to use any electrical devices to make your work easier.


If time permits you will also make a nail header from a railroad spike and/or a meat fork. 


I do observe what you are doing the whole time and I will correct you when I think you are doing it wrong.


When finished for the day, you will take your wonderfully crafted hand forged items home with you to show off to your spouse and/or friends and I promise you “they will be impressed.”


What are the hardest things for new people to this craft to remember to do and/or not do? 


     By far the number one is not getting the metal hot enough when drawing out or upsetting and not reheating the metal when the heat is disappearing. This happens to almost 100 percent of everyone. You can always tell how much experience someone has in blacksmithing by how much heat they have in their stock when drawing out or upsetting. Another thing is how long that they can retain the “high” heat in the metal while upsetting or drawing out before it goes back into the fire. As if it were magic, pros are able to keep “ high” heat in metal for a very long time before they do another heat. 


     Number two is sticking the metal end pointing down in the fire and not level to the fire. About 75 percent of everyone do this sometimes during the day. And yeah, a lot of us are guilty of it when we’re in a hurry. Will we ever learn? Or just keep on burning metal with this bad habit. I think the main reason is that we are too lazy to work the fire by raking more coke from the side into the fire. We are looking for heat and we know it’s down there somewhere, right?


     Making a sharp point comes in third with about 35 percent. I ask seven things when doing this: is the metal hot enough, hold the square 











rod steady even if you have to hold the long rod against your side, put the metal end that you want to make the point on the opposite side of anvil face near its edge, tilt your hammer face some, after hitting the metal once - turn it ¼ turn and hit again ---then back to where it was for the next hit, don’t hit hard and don’t hit it when the color has gone out because you could split the end.


      Paying attention to what you are doing is also high on this list.  Can you do two simple things at the same time like heat metal and talk? As the beginner smith is heating metal, I will get him/her talking by asking questions and I just sit back and wait for their answers and sometimes watch the starburst begin as the metal burns. I like this one, so be ready!


    Always preparing for the job at hand by having your fire ready and all equipment that you will be using in place is something else that is often forgotten.


   Note.  In all my clinics (classes) you will do a lot of repetition to help reinforce what you’ve learned. One thing that I promise you is that I will be doing a lot of “reminding you” during the day.  Everyone’s learning ability varies and no one is in a hurry, including me. 


   This “Free” Beginners Clinic is offered to Old Dominion Blacksmith Association members. My wife Jocelyne will provide refreshments and lunch.  


   Satisfaction factor: After completing this class, you will know more about how to blacksmith than 99.9 percent of the population and you are on your way to becoming an Artist Blacksmith, if you so desire. ------Bonne Chance! -----------  





WINTER FOR A BLACKSMITH


                  By Wendell Wyland


     I wonder what the Winter months were like for a colonial blacksmith? Cold, dreary and windy weather is not conducive to any number of outside activities. The plowing and planting are over until the warmth of Spring returns. Few colonists would choose the winter months to begin construction on new dwellings or out buildings. Perhaps the blacksmith spent his days repairing worn and damaged farm implements. Would farmers wait until Spring when the use of tools was near at hand before they spent the money to repair them?


     Maybe the colonial blacksmith spent his winters repairing and replacing his own tools and experimenting with new forging techniques. The bellows would undoubtedly need attention. Keeping the leather soft and pliable in the cold weather would be a concern. Hearth hardware may have been in greater demand. Ax heads would have been the tool most in use during the winter months. Sharpening and repairing worn ax heads would have offered some income. Perhaps the colonial blacksmith would be replenishing his charcoal stocks and searching for new sources of wrought iron.


      Undoubtedly his day would start with his apprentice building a fire in his forge to warm them and announce the start of his master's workday to nearby villagers. Beating the ice out of his slack tub would have been a daily chore. Until the smithy warmed, I doubt a piece of iron laid upon a cold winter anvil held its heat for long. Would his apprentice work in the winter months or would diminished income force the colonial blacksmith to furlough him until Spring? Did the colonial blacksmith diversify his business to supplement his income in the winter time? Would traveling merchants place orders for hardware to sell when the warm weather of spring returned? Nails, axes, hoes, shovels, plows, hammers, saws, hinges, campfire tripods and hearth hardware would have been
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in high demand in far flung new settlements in the wilderness of America.


      After a days labor his apprentice would close the smithy for the night. In the last light of a cold and damp winter's day would the blacksmith seek out the warm and inviting glow of the local tavern? Perhaps he would join his fellow craftsmen to inquire about their needs for forged items. The discussion of local events and the potential for new business are likely subjects of discussion. The health and well being of family and friends would follow.


    Upon arriving at home the blacksmith would sit down to a hot dinner and the company of his wife and children. Perhaps the evening would be spent entertaining his children and sharing the days events with his wife. Would he read for a while by the light of candle or rush lamp? Would his wife have prepared him a hot pitcher of water to wash in the basin before donning his night clothes and lying down on a feather bed under layers of sheets and quilts to keep the winter's cold at bay. Once again to waken to the dull embers in the fireplace and begin another day.


     How long would a journeyman smith wait to venture out on his own? Would he wait until word of a new community seeking the skills of a competent blacksmith reached his ears or would he strike out in search of a place to start his own smithy? How much capital would be required to start a new smithy? Would he and other journeyman craftsmen trade services to establish their businesses in fledgling communities on the edge of the wilderness? Perhaps the master would grow weary of his present surroundings and franchise his business to his journeymen and set out for the edge of the frontier.


    The stage of growth in the community he served would have influenced the strength of his business. In a small community on the frontier of the colonies the demand for his services would be great. In a more established community, closer to the coast he may have been competing with other blacksmiths for business and the rate of growth may have slowed as the availability of open land diminished and the price of that land grew. How large would an established community need to be to guarantee a colonial blacksmith a steady income? How far would customers travel to seek out his services?


     How did imported iron goods influence the blacksmiths' trade? Could they be imported in large enough quantities and at a price per unit to offer real competition to the colonial blacksmiths' forge work? When did hardware stores start to stock the wares made by blacksmiths, tinsmiths and other colonial craftsmen? When did orders from these marketeers begin to outpace the demands of individual customers?


     How long would it be before individual blacksmiths began to see the looming shadow of the approaching industrial revolution eclipsing their ability to meet the demands of a growing nation? Maybe in the months to come we can begin to find answers to the many questions a long cold winter can spawn while I sit by a warm fire waiting for the longer, warmer days of Spring to return.





      Improved Nail Header


               By Bruce Dembling, Phd


     Blacksmiths who make lots of nails or bolts can benefit by this improved design, passed on to me and Steve Nichols by Ed Guy jr.  Mr Guy and his father made thousands of nails for Wallace Nutter as part of Nutter’s early American reproduction business.  Nutter occupied the Ironmaster’s house in Saugus Massachusetts, the only remaining original structure at the Saugus Ironworks  (circa 1650).  Steve Nichols and I continued hammering out lots of nails at the Ironworks for the Park Service, which sold them as souvenirs for 25 cents.  Ed Guy jr was in his 90s when he showed Steve his nail header design, and when I was apprenticed to Steve in the 1980s it was one
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                     Norman McKenzie Feb. 18th 2011
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   This photo and article below is not about blacksmithing but because it is so potent to others and myself, I decided to put it in this Newsletter. Our Association is very blessed to have as many Military veterans as we do (27). Most Vietnam veterans like myself avoid talking about our time there but when I see something like this, it makes many of us feel very pleased that we served our country when called upon and we are extremely proud of our present day military personnel even though I’ve personally been against these two present day wars since the start.


    Below was sent to me by my 1st cousin, retired Sgt Major George Copeland (Army) who lives near Jackson, Mississippi.





                 The Finger


                       Omaha World-Herald


    Read below the picture before making judgment on 'The Finger' gesture and you'll understand. ..................
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     Leading the fight is U S Marine Gunnery Sgt. Michael Burghardt, known as 'Iron Mike' or just 'Gunny'.  He is on his third tour in Iraq.  He had become a legend in the bomb disposal world after winning the Bronze Star for disabling 64 IEDs and destroying 1,548 pieces of ordnance during his second tour.  �     Then, on September 19, he got blown up. He had arrived at a chaotic scene after a bomb had killed four US Marines. He chose not to wear the bulky bomb protection suit. 'You can't react to any sniper fire and you get tunnel-vision,' he explains. So, protected by just a helmet and standard-issue flak jacket, he began what bomb disposal officers term 'the longest walk', stepping gingerly into a 5 foot deep and 8 foot wide crater. �     The earth shifted slightly and he saw a Senao base station with a wire leading from it.  He cut the wire and used his 7-inch knife to probe the ground.   'I found a piece of red detonating cord between my legs,' he says.  'That's when I knew I was screwed.'  Realizing he had been sucked into a trap, Sgt Burghardt, 35, yelled at everyone to stay back.  At that moment, an insurgent, probably watching through binoculars, pressed a button on his mobile phone to detonate the secondary device below the sergeant's feet   'A chill went up the back of my neck and then the bomb exploded,' he recalls.  'As I was in the air I remember thinking, 'I don't believe they got me.' I was just ticked off they were able to do it.  Then I was lying on the road, not able to feel anything from the waist down.'


      His fellow Marines cut off his trousers to see how badly he was hurt.  None could believe his legs were still there 'My dad's a Vietnam vet who's paralyzed from the waist down,' says Sgt. 





loaned etc. to anyone else other that ODBSA members, as per a promise that I made to these professional smiths. We will sell them for $5.00 each and all proceeds will go to purchase Blacksmithing books. Bobby Ricketts has agreed to make copies of the dvds that I have. As soon as Bobby gets the dvds and has time to do it, he will give the new copies to Wendell. 





Members Glen Bryant, left, and Reo Garrett, right, installing a vent pipe for the blacksmithing forges at the new, soon to open, Clifton Forge School of the Arts. The Virginia Review newspaper had this photo in it and member Kevin Riddle mailed it to me. � �� �








Burghardt.  'I was lying there thinking I didn't want to be in a 


wheelchair next to my dad and for him to see me like that.  They started to cut away my pants and I felt a real sharp pain and blood trickling down.  Then I wiggled my toes and I thought, 'Good, I'm in business.' As a stretcher was brought over, adrenaline and anger kicked in.  'I decided to walk to the helicopter. I wasn't going to let my team-mates see me being carried away on a stretcher.'  He stood and gave the insurgents who had blown him up a one-fingered salute. I flipped them one. It was like, 'OK, I lost that round but I'll be back next week.'


      Copies of a photograph depicting his defiance, taken by Jeff Bundy for the Omaha World-Herald, adorn the walls of homes across America and that of Col John Gronski, the brigade commander in Ramadi, who has hailed the image as an exemplar of the warrior spirit. �     Sgt Burghardt's injuries - burns and wounds to his legs and buttocks - kept him off duty for nearly a month and could have earned him a ticket home. But, like his father - who was awarded a Bronze Star and three Purple Hearts for being wounded in action in Vietnam - he stayed in Ramadi to engage in the battle against insurgents who are forever coming up with more ingenious ways of killing Americans.�





Photo by Jeff Bundy
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          Current News


                     By Bobby Floyd


A special thanks to Danny Ward of the Danny Ward Horseshoe School in Martinsville for hosting our last Event. �1. Danny did a wonderful job of demonstrating in the morning as well as John Riddle in the afternoon. �A special thanks to L.T. Skinnell, David Tucciarone, David Hinshaw, John Riddle, Glen Bryant, Bobby Ricketts & Ron Howard for assisting the newer members at the forge. We cannot forget ODBSA member Scotty Lovell for helping in every aspect of the day (opening the school, starting fires, and general assistance to everyone all day). �2. Wendell Wyland was very busy at the Library table checking in & out blacksmithing books. Including the two new books by Mark Aspery that Gerald Boggs sold ODBSA (believe it not he gave ODBSA a small discount) Thanks Gerald!�3. Gerald set up his table with items to sell (Mark Aspery's books, 4141 metal and his anhydrous borax. Because Gerald is our Newest Professional Blacksmith, I asked him to spend some time with Chris Lynch and Jonathan Falls because they are the newest members that want to take this craft to a step above what most are doing (hobbyist) and go professional. Thanks Gerald for spending some time with them. �4. Because Val Harrell, our Administrator, was unable to attend this Event, I asked Bobby Ricketts to take over her responsibilities and he did along with his nephew and new member Nick Wyatt. Thank you both�5. Not only did we have Nick Wyatt sign up to become a member but father and son from Danville VA Steven  & Joseph Irby did also. Welcome guys!!!





Something new: I have one copy (dvd) each of some of our past Events that were taken by Glen Bryant and Reo Garrett. We used to loan them out through our Library but this did not work well and besides that, the person that made the copies stopped. Wendell Wyland our VP Library is looking for a way to raise money so that he can purchase new or used blacksmithing books for our Library. Solution: We will start making copies of our past Events to sell to members "only". They are not to be given, sold, traded, 
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Borax By Gerald Boggs�Twenty Mule Team or Anhydrous?�       Ah!, questions that keep us up at night.  However, the answer to this question is really quite simple.  �      Twenty Mule Team Borax is the mineral borax, and Anhydrous is the chemical.  Or to put it differently, Twenty Mule Team is what you get out of the ground and anhydrous is what you get after all the water has been removed from the mineral borax.  The chemical breakdown for them are Na2B4O710H2O for Twenty Mule Team and Na2B4O7 for Anhydrous.  As you can see, the only difference is the 10 molecules of water.�      So why use one over the other?  Only one reason, the anhydrous stays on better.  When you use Twenty Mule Team, the water is chemically released as the borax melts.  This has the effect of causing the borax to puff up and fall off, something which can be quite irritating.  The anhydrous, without any water, doesn't do this. �      I do want to emphasis, from the point of view of the blacksmith, the fluxing ability is the same for both.  The only advantage of the Anhydrous over the Twenty Mule Team is it stays on better.  So the choice comes down to cost and convenience, Twenty Mule Team is about $2.50 a pound and Anhydrous can be as high as $16.00 a pound.  (I sell it for $4, as I went to the mill and bought 200 pounds.�     You can improve the quality of the Twenty Mule Team by baking it in the oven.  This will remove excess moisture, but not the ten molecules.  To do that requires a higher heat source then our kitchen provides, as borax starts to melt around 1350 degrees. �     Hope this is of some use to folks :-) 





There is very good article about member Jeremy Funderburk and his Evington Iron Works that can be downloaded from our Web site under the Current New Page. See how he got started as a blacksmith. Thank you Bobby Ricketts for providing us this article from lynchburgbuisnessmag.com .





The below photos are a few of my favorites that were taken at our last Event in February at Danny Ward Horseshoeing School in Martinsville, VA. Bobby Ricketts has over 90 more photos that can be seen as a download on our Web Site under Current News. There will be more posted on our Web site soon by Dave Brown, Camelia Elliott and myself. 
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Photo by Chuck Almarez





Bobby Moose is building his new historic blacksmith shop.


Looking really good Bobby!





�





Glen Bryant says he has completed making the forges & has purchased some used anvils from member Charlie Hudson & some 400 Champion Blowers from member John Daniels.
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   Saturday March 12th, 2011 is Old Dominion Blacksmith Association next monthly Event


                                    “Learning How to Forge Weld and/or How to Improve Upon It.”


                                                                                       With 


                              Some hands-on training for those that want to learn to do a simple forge weld


                                                                                        By


                                      A truly gifted Professional Blacksmith & Teacher David Tucciarone





Hosts: Louise & David Tucciarone (SunRise Forge)


            9332 Ward Road 


            Rustburg, Virginia 24588


            434-821-8424�Directions:  Coming from the south (Danville, Chatham, Gretna) on route 29 go about 1/2 mile past where route 24 intersects. Sunrise Forge sits off some on the left side and you will need to go past it and turn around because there is no crossover in front of his place (it is across the street from used tractor place). �From Lynchburg: go south on route 29 about six miles (when you see the John Deere dealership on right side it's about a mile) and then look on right side for his sign (Sunrise Forge).  His sign is somewhat faded so look for his yellow mailbox





Time:                     10:00am until at least 3:00 pm but usually longer (as always come early)


Refreshments:        Provided by Louise Tucciarone (donation jar)


Lunch:                    Brown bag it or eat a local places


Admission Fee:      $15.00 (free for “significant other” and their children)


50/50 Raffle:           For those that want to participate


Hand-on training: Starts around 3:00pm at David’s two training forge stations


Demonstrator:       Master Blacksmith/Teacher David Tucciarone


Bio:                         David has been a Professional Blacksmith for over 20 years and the Owner of SunRise Forge. Has been teaching blacksmithing at John C. Campbell Folk School for 10 years, taught at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts often and many other blacksmithing schools in different states. He is a Charter member of Old Dominion Blacksmith Association, pasted VP of Education, demonstrated numerous time for ODBSA and has also demonstrated to other groups across the country.  David has taken blacksmithing classes with some of the best Master Blacksmiths in the USA.


    Master Blacksmiths/Teachers       # of Weeks �1.   Francis Whitaker                          (6) �2.   Peter Ross                                    (4) �3.   Nol Putnam                                  (4) �4.   Clay Spencer                                (5) �5.   Doug Wilson                                (2) �6.   Jerry Darnell                                (1) �7.   Charles Orlando                           (1)�8.   Bob Burgman                               (1) �9.   Dan Boone                                   (1) �10. Ed Grove                                      (1) �11. Tom Latane                                  (1) �12. Walt Hull                                     (1)











            











































































































            TURNING POINT


                        By David Hinshaw


   


   Warm weather and the Blacksmithing bug seemed to have arrived at the same time this spring. With fuel oil approaching Five dollars a gallon, I’ve put off all but the most important projects in the shop. That huge heater that I bought a few years back, the one that looks like a small jet engine with two wheels and a handle, seems to have its drawbacks. But warm weather is here and no more excuses.


   The trip to Danny Ward’s earlier this month, for the O.D.B.S.A. monthly event, helped get the Blacksmithing Bug stirred up, but checking out the book ‘Colonial Wrought Iron’ by Don Plummer seems to have lit a fire that may last until it’s too hot to work in the shop. I should have left that book on the table for someone else. Pull up a chair and I’ll tell you why.


   Most of you know and the rest of you will soon learn that for the last two years I’ve been building a new shop to house my woodworking and blacksmithing efforts. But not just any shop, this 


    











is to be my dream shop. The one that includes everything I’ve ever wanted in a shop and some things that I may never need, but just in case. The building had to meet many requirements. Local building codes and zoning to say the least, just because you have an extra half-acre of land doesn’t mean you can put a roof over it. Anyone who knows me knows I didn’t make that rule. The building had to


be as “Green” as I could make it. I’m proud to say that reclaimed timber, brick and concrete block make-up over ninety percent of the structure and it passed inspection on the first try. Now that the building is finished comes the hard part, EMBELLISHING it.


     This is where the book I mentioned is going to cause trouble. There are so many examples of wonderful work, done by past masters, which scream to be crafted again. The whole idea of my ‘dream shop’ was to have Twenty-First century machines setting amongst a Nineteenth century building and equipment. Now I want Seventeenth century hardware. Does anyone know how to make concrete block, building code thing again, look three hundred years old?


      Hinges for the two sets of nine-foot doors are the first of my projects that I’ve started with and if the past week is any indication of this build, the two years that it took to get the building the way I wanted it may be a small niche in time. Somewhere one of the many Masters, that have given so much of their time to me, just said, “I showed him how to make hinges, was he not paying attention?”. Yes Master, I was paying attention, but these hinges and door latches have to say ‘All are welcome to teach and learn here and maybe, just maybe there is some magic to be found’. You know the hinges that I speak of, the ones that you want to look at a little longer before you open the door. 


    The first week of this project has ended with a trashcan full of discarded paper patterns and a couple of ideas that may work. In wanting to stay with the ‘Green’ standards that I’ve set for the rest of the building, I’m trying to complete this project with reclaimed steel. The steel was headed for the dumpster on a job that I worked on in Concorde, N.C. a couple of years ago and if all goes well I’ll have enough for all my hardware. It may seem silly but I look forward to one day telling the story of how I built four thousand cubic feet of work and storage area for the cost of the concrete footings and the metal for the roof. Well! enough patting myself on the back. The real work is still to do. Paper patterns are easy to cut out and trim to fit.


     I’ve shared with a few of the members and now with the rest of you that I’ll soon be returning to school to finally complete my Capstone project and a few other classes I want, somebody just laughed and said ‘a fifty year old bald-headed college student’, and will have to miss a few monthly meetings to make it happen but I’ll share my trial and error hardware projects with you to fill in the space.


     I titled this story ‘Turning Point’ and I’ll tell you why. For the past couple of years I’ve been sharing what I’ve learned of the basics of blacksmithing with public demonstrations, cornered family members and friends. You know the dance; you get iron hot and hammer out simple items, hooks, leaves, fire pokers and maybe a decent forge weld. That works for ninety-nine percent of the general public, but I want to craft something that has the other one percent saying ‘I can see what he was trying to say’. Is this vain? Maybe, but you knew this was my story and you know I’m going to try to inspire you by inspiring me. We are the craftsmen that will be forging the items featured in ‘Colonial Mild Steel’ two hundred years from now. 


    If someone has a book or article with that title insert their name here____, if not, you heard me say it first.  


   As always; Share what you love and love what you share..  
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Members who have already said yes that they are planning on attending this Event are:


 1.  David Tucciarone�2.   Bill Roy�3.   Bobby Ricketts�4.   Nick Wyatts�5.   Bobby Floyd�6.   Ron Howard�7.   L.T. Skinnell�8.   Michael Armes�9.   Norman Mckinzie�10. Wendell Wyland�11. John Riddle�12. Gary Hatmaker�13. Steve Ferguson�14. Chris Lynch�15. Jonathan Falls�16. Justin Gilbert�17. Blake Gilbert�18. Gerald Boggs�19. Feather�20. Louise Tucciarone�21. Bruce Dembling�22. Sam Carnes�23. Tom Harrell�24. Val Harrell�As always, please let me know if you are planning on attending and if you cannot make it and you are listed, please let me know. Note: maybe, ?, or not sure  is not listed, when you decide that you are planning on attending, please let me know.�





Be sure to check out David’s fabulous showroom with some of the best hand-forged items anywhere. 





              What’s happening in April?


On Saturday April 2nd is member Glen Bryant’s annual Hammer – In near Clifton Forge, VA that’s open to the public. See flier on our Current news page on Web site for more information.





On Saturday April 23rd is ODBSA monthly Event at the Buttercup Plantation in Long Island, VA with Master Blacksmith Tom Latene’ from Wisconsin as our demonstrator. Tom will produce a swaged chest handle and the hardware for mounting.  In doing so he will forge a pattern and make a closed die for the center of the handle, forge an open die using the direct chasing method to produce material for the pivot eyes, show how to use a jig to shape then handle, and if time permits show a common way to cut out escutcheons and mount the handle on a board, clinching the ends of the pivot eyes.











David said that some of the forge welding techniques that will be covered are: lap welds, T welds, drop tong welds, and others.





David is by for the best teacher of forge welding techniques that we have ever had. Don’t miss this ODBSA event if you really want to learn how to do forge welding properly from someone that knows his stuff.





�





I don’t know what Bobby Moose, on right, said to Charlie Hudson on left, but it had to be a good one, don’t you think so?  I think everyone loves to see people enjoy themselves!


                                                                                      Con’t on next page
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L-R Danny Ward, Joseph Irby, Steven Irby, John Riddle, Jonathan Falls and Chris Lynch in this hands-on training Event. 
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Beginner Nick Watt (left) with David Hinshaw (right) teaching him along with his uncle Bobby Ricketts and member Ron Howard.  ODBSA does enjoy sharing knowledge with new members.








