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April’s Monthly Event for Old Dominion Blacksmith Association 


     With Tom Latane as our demonstrator was held at the Plantation Forge in Long Island, VA on the 23rd.
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L-R kneeling/sitting: Eric Pidcock, Bobby Floyd, Jonathan Falls, Chris Lynch, Kitty Latane, Tom Latane, Ron Howard, Bobby Moose, Bobby Ricketts, Justin Brown, Katelyn Brown, Joseph Irby. L-R standing: Michael Gann, Marshall Ecker, Wendell Wyland, David Oakes, Clifton Burleigh, Dave Brown, Tom Harrell, Val Harrell, L.T. Skinnell, James Elliott, Camelia Elliott, David Tucciarone, Steve Irby, Chris Markham , Ryan Markham, Ken Pruitt, Gary Hatmaker, Norman McKenzie, Jocelyne Floyd, Dorothy Pruitt and Gale Moose. The three dogs or door bells are Solo (Eric is petting), Mi Lee (I’m holding) and Hobo(Chris and Kitty are petting). Phyllis Juettner and Danny Ward are missing in the photo.
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        I wish Wendell and Val could relax and have a good time!





     The photo on the right says a lot, especially if you attended this Event at my Buttercup Plantation. The barrel in the back of Wendell Wyland’s (VP Library) truck is full of 10 buckets of blacksmithing coal that we ordered and sold for $4.00 ea (33lbs). The table in the back is full of blacksmithing books that our members loaned or donated to this association Library that Wendell brings to each of our monthly Events. Also on the table are DVDs of our past monthly events that we sell to members for only $5.00,so that we can purchase new blacksmithing books. Under the table is a cooler full of drinks that he also brings in case we run out.


Val Harrell (Administrator) with cash box in front of her where the money for admission fee, lunch money, t-shirt, hats is located. On the table is the plastic box and tickets for the 50/50 raffle, sign-in log book, name tags for members, our brochures with application and a newly emptied box that used to hold very delicious fresh baked doughnuts that David Oakes brought to this event.


   The dogs are Cody Man, his neck is larger than his head, and Hobo (under the table).











                                      My Favority Photos


                                                                          By Bobby Floyd





    Note that Tom wears earmuffs while working to help save his hearing from the ringing of the anvil. I have noticed a lot of professional smiths do have some hearing loss so this is just another reminder to wear earplugs of some sort when forging. Check the color of the metal that Tom just pulled from the fire, it’s the same color as the fire, my kind of heat and he’s not going to hell with that color. Right Norm? Check out the draft on my rock forge this day, boy! she is working well. Tom commented on the coal and said it was good and was surprised at the very few clinkers.


   Myself, Jonathan Falls and L.T. Skinnell are at full attention, as everyone else is, while watching Tom forge. L.T. is ready to be the striker for Tom with large hammer in hand.
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The Strikers: top L is Jonathan Falls, top R is L. T. Skinnell and the bottom is Chris Lynch.  Note Bobby Ricketts in background filming this demonstration.                                                 Cont’t on next page
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I posted the photo on right and comment below on our Facebook page and had some interesting responses.


Am I really a blacksmith? This is the question that I asked myself after seeing some of Tom Latane items on display at my Plantation Forge in Long Island, VA at our April Monthly Event


Joseph Staup: I figure, you’re as good of a blacksmith as the tooling you have available at the time. To get better sometimes you need the specialized tooling for that project. These are the tools that, when we die, nobody has any idea what they were for.�Curt Welch: I think it's fair to say that we need another name besides "Blacksmith" for people with Tom's skill level. I'm sorry I didn't get to see him this weekend, but he was the main demonstrator for our Spring Fling event last year so I have seen his work first hand.�Dale Morse: More than just a superb smith, 








Tom is just an all around great person. He was a joy to work with and an excellent houseguest during the class he taught here in Waynesboro. As accomplished as he is, he was not only open to different ideas, ...but genuinely excited about them and eager to try them. He also had unlimited patience for both the fast students who got through things too quickly and the ones who struggled some to keep up. I feel there is more to learn from Tom than just his smithing techniques.
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    The Clover Hill Village Event near Appomattox that we participated in this year in April did not have near the attendance of re enactors or public as last year. The weather played a major part. It was very cool, unless you were by the forge, the admission fee had gone from $5 to $10 and they charged $5 for parking. The rain came in toward the end of the day and my entire forge station got wet on the way home. Spent a large part of the next day drying and oiling it.


     Members that participated were: Chris Lynch, Jonathan Falls, Bobby Floyd, Charlie Hudson, Michael Armes, Norman McKenzie, Buck Owen, Richard Bartelt and Mary Bartelt. Richard and Buck are volunteers there and worked in the blacksmithing shop.  Three of us remained for the free BBQ that they provided for us around 6:00pm. 


     Photo on the left is Chris Lynch at his first ever demonstration to the pubic. Note the young children observing him. They will always remember seeing their first blacksmith working. 
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** There are a lot more photos of both Events in slide presentations on our Web site at the bottom of the Current News Page.
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                                       More Great Photos


                                                                             By Camelia Elliott
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In my wandering around observing the Event at our Buttercup Plantation, I also had a chance to talk a little bit with most everyone there and I thought it would be interesting to pass on what I learned.





             Small Talk


                            By Bobby Floyd


    


     Steven Irby & Joseph Irby got a great deal on a friend’s rivet forge with blower for $50. It’s their first forge and it needs a little repair. I gave Steven a railroad rail anvil to help them to get started. They are still looking for a good anvil. Joseph Irby while looking through some old Anvils Rings magazines (1994) on the library table spotted a photo on the cover page of a trunk that Tom Latane had made. Ron Howard (Safety Officer) has been working a lot of overtime at his public job but still has time to take care of 60 plus goats that he raises mainly for breeding stock. Tom Harrell (1st VP) We had a good discussion about what might happen next year with ODBSA. Norman Mckenzie will bring his portable forge and demonstrate at an old country store that is about to reopen near Concord. L. T. Skinnell (our best non professional blacksmith) said that he is planning to retire from his public job next year. Chris Lynch & Jonathan Falls were going directly to their shop after this Event to make some more tooling. The Sedalia Center that normally has a big crowd was rained heavily upon and only two vendors were there, Chris & Jonathan were one and they got soaked but were about to sell $250 of their hand forged wares. The person in charge is giving them a free pass (normally $50.00) to set up a booth for next year because they stayed this year in the rain. Dave Brown gave me an update of John Hite’s wife who has rabies due to a cut in her hand and is still very ill. John wife is living in their home (that they are trying to sell) that is located just outside Dallas, Texas. Her small dog had a fight with a skunk and they think the skunk was rabid. Bobby Rickets (our Photographer) recorded the demonstration of Tom Latane. Bobby has so many interests that it’s mind boggling: metal detecting, history buff like his dad, active with boy scouts, union rep, blacksmithing, completing the building for his blacksmithing shop, making DVDs of our events, working with the Veteran administration, banjo playing and now he is interested in taking a week class with Charles McCraven on how to make his own log cabin. Charles also wrote Country Blacksmithing and we have had him demonstrate for us a couple of years ago. Gary Hatmaker invited a friend, Chris Markham who runs a large fabrication business (30 plus employees) in Bedford. We had a good discussion about what they are doing and he offered us (ODBSA) the opportunity to visit; also there is a good chance that we can piggy back on his metal order (which is a million and half a year) to get us all a huge discount on our metal supply. Eric Pidcock who is going to Radford University under the GI Bill looking to be changing his major to Anthropology. He brought a friend and now our newest member Mike Gann from Roanoke whose profession is making jewelry of all time periods. Tom Latane told me that he had taken a course in jewelry making and that got him interested in doing fine work in iron. Maybe Mike can follow in Tom’s steps. Eric and Jonathan were introduced to each other because both served in Army about he same time, had tours in Iraq, in Germany about the same time and both have been discharged from the Army recently. Marshall Ecker not only has geo thermal system that is hooked to his pond but is now is going totally solar electric with numerous solar panels being installed in a field near his historic home with the hope that any surplus electricity generated can be sold back to the power company. 





They are working on it now and I’m anxious to see it when it is finished. Clifton Burleigh has been working a lot and his computer is down and he missed out on the coal that we ordered and asked if any was left that he could get. Sorry, Clif, all gone.  David Tucciarone cut the metal to size that was needed for Tom Latane’s demonstration (David’s charge for the time and material was $31). I did not have the size metal that Tom wanted and if I had to purchase a 20-foot bar it would have cost over $50 plus milage to lynchburg.  James & Camelia Elliott took a motel room Friday night in Lynchburg to make sure that they could be here early. Camelia also took a lot of photos.  Bobby & Gale Moose and their grandchildren Justin & Katelyn Brown from Catawba, NC just south of  Charlotte, drove over 4 hours one-way to attend this event. Bobby has a blacksmithing book and gets all the famous blacksmiths signatures and getting Tom Latane’s was not an exception. Katelyn went for a swim in our swim spa but after 10 minute did not like it because the water was to hot (101 degrees). Justin shot basketball along with playing with my four dogs. David Oakes, as usual, brought us some bakery fresh donuts and boy do they go fast! Val Harrell (our Administrator) who seems to always have a wonderful smile on her face worked on balancing out funds this day. It was more complicated than normal; she had T-shirt/cap money, admission money, lunch money and 50/50 money. Beside all of this she signed everyone in and made sure they had a nametag. Others who picked up the balance of the coal they ordered were: Chris L, Jonathan, Wendell, Gary H., and Ron Howard. Ken and Dorothy Pruitt, guests of Bobby Ricketts, were not that interested in Blacksmith but Dorothy loves history and was taking photographs of everything at our 1825 plantation home. George Juettner who has been very ill with his radiation treatment for prostate cancer could not stay but had some items for sale in back of his truck that he left here, Bobby Ricketts got the heavy-duty wall drill press for only $60.00. I was with George when he bought it and he paid $150.00 three years ago. Danny Ward (The best known farrier in the country who also has the oldest horseshoeing school in the USA) could not stay because of guests at his home left at lunch time but not before loading up on some of Jocelyne’s foodstuff to eat on his way home to Martinsville. Wendell Wyland (VP Library) does an amazing job with the Library. This time he was also selling the DVD’s of some of our past Events that Bobby Ricketts had copied for us. They are only sold to our members and they are not to be duplicated. The cost is $5.00 each and the profit goes to purchase new books. It’s always fun to talk with Wendell because he and I have something in common. He works for the local power company and when I came out of the Army, I worked for Florida Power and Light Company in Daytona Beach, Florida for three years. We were able to solve some of the problems in the world in our conversation. He really wanted to purchase the World War 1 suitcase forge that George Juettner had for sale but knew that Deb, his wife, would have locked his heels if he did. You see they have a son off to college next year, so he needs to watch his coins. I cannot forget what went on in the kitchen and later in back the Cookhouse. It was the “Hen Party” with Jocelyne Floyd, Gale Moose, Phyllis Juettner and Val Harrell. I’ve never heard so much laughing and carrying on, they were having a ball.


     “Cluck –Cluck”: Really want to take this opportunity to say a most heartfelt, huge THANK YOU! To my fellow hens not only for their amazing company, but for all the help in the kitchen for serving (special thanks to Katelyn  & Justin for bringing the food from the house to the cookhouse – you two did wonderfully) and for the clean –up chores- (“my old, cracked and creaking” bones


join me in my gratitude). Thank you also for the crazy humour to bring out the lighter side of chores.


Love you all,


Jocelyne





     We celebrate our recent defeat of Cornwallis and the arrogant British at Yorktown. What will our new government bring forth as reward for our laborers and sacrifices to defeat the monarchists and their cortege that would have us all shackled by the bonds of tyranny. Look to the past and ye shall see what the future has in store for the. 


     Sorry, forgot my place in time. Trying to set the mood for my latest wordsmithing endeavor. I have acquiesced to your request for words forged and linked to entertain and explain the nobility of blacksmithing.


    I had words with Tom Harrell on the screened porch of the cookhouse and felt the subject appropriate for our current times and tribulations. My endeavor is to find humor in a time where humor is all too often in long absence and impart a minuscule dose of presumed wisdom. I wish to honor old patriots, who sacrificed and endured so much to purchase and secure our freedom and remind ourselves of the debt owed to the fallen and the forgotten. We are a blessed people so long as we honor and revere the blessings bestowed upon us by men and women, who valued liberty more than their meager possessions and their very lives.


Your Humble Servant,


Wendell Wyland, Master Not, Troublemaker and Rabble Raiser for Certain


               The Blacksmith


                    By Wendell Wyland 





     After a hard days labor before the forge, the blacksmith emerges from his smithy, hot, sweaty, grimy, black soot upon his face, his clothes, his arms and his hands. Let no man doubt the integrity of the blacksmith. His honest labor has earned him an honest day's wages. If a passerby looked beyond the physical appearance, he will see contentedness in his eyes and the hardness of his muscles. He is a man whose physical and mental state is a testimony to the integrity of labor. He may be concerned about the debt he may have needed to take on to provide for his family in lean economic times or the price and availability of raw materials, but his conscience is clear because he earned his wages honestly.


     As the blacksmith passes through his village, on the way home, he can see the purpose and the result of his labors in the homes and businesses that line the main thoroughfare. His nails allow the buildings to stand and the hinges he forged hold the doors and windows in place. Wives are cooking meals on the hearths of fireplaces using his forged wares. The signs of the tailors shop and others hang from brackets and chains he forged.


     As he passes the last home in the village proper, he looks to the fields and sees the farmer hard at work tilling the land with the plow share forged in his shop. The last of the first cutting of hay falls before the scythe he forged only yesterday. And the mounds of cut hay are stacked by the hay forks he made in years past. The open fields are a testimony to his labors to provide ax heads to fell the trees and the saws that transformed the timber into lumber.


     A rider passes on horseback and the blacksmith can see his work in the harness and bridle. He crosses the bridge and again his hand has contributed to its construction. As he stands upon the bridge and looks at the water wheel of the gristmill, he sees his handiwork in the construction of the wheel itself. He looks upon the flowing water and dreams that perhaps some day a water wheel will power the bellows of his new forge and perhaps a hammer to strike and forge larger pieces.


     But alas, there is always the lack of capital for such lofty endeavors. To labor six days a week all the hours of light and some days beyond, why is there always the absence of available capital? Why is the acquiring of capital so much more arduous a task than 
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 the forging of a plow share? Would capital have any value in the absence of labor?


     Labor would always certainly have value in the absence of capital. The blacksmith consoles  himself in knowing he can survive in the absence of capital. He also knows that men that possess capital would not last long in the absence of labor because the possessors of capital are too trifling to do an honest days labor and too much a coward to die defending their hearth and home in the absence of labor to do the defending for them.


     As he watches the sunset, he begins to wonder what is the difference between the oppressors and the exploiters, we have so recently defeated in our revolutionary war and the oppressors and exploiters that shall emerge to replace them. He begins to laugh a deep and rumbling laugh as he thinks to himself the absence of a British accent.





  TALKING THE TALK


               By David Hinshaw


  


      We recently had a customer come into the lumberyard, which I work at, looking for gate hinges to match existing hardware that he had at his home. When I first noticed him he had a small group gathered around the back of his truck. In my neck of the woods that spells last years corn crop in quart jars, wink-wink, or a real good day of fishing on the river. Well it might as well have been a David magnet, because you know I was going to have a look-see. What I saw was an old set of hinges and a simple gate latch. What I heard was, “We don’t carry anything like that” and “You might try one of the older hardware stores in town.” Well I just told you that a group of people and some old steel or iron was in the same place. Those of you that know me know what was about to happen and those that don’t will have to read on for a little while. After listening to a few wild guesses as to where they may have come from, mostly stated by the younger guys gathered around and seeing some coy grins from the old-timers that had wandered up, I saw my chance to jump up on the soap box and share what I know.


     Now I just told you that some old-timers were present and on this side of the river folks don’t cotton too much to know-it-alls or hot-shots so I had to ease in to my public demo and make it look like discovery, if you will.


     After asking if I could have a look at the hinges and working my way to the front of the group, I noticed that some of the younger guys were losing interest, it was now or never if I was going to pull this off. I was on company time, remember. “I don’t think you’re going to find these in any hardware store.” Most everybody turned and looked back. “These where made by a Blacksmith!” Everyone was looking my way. Funny how that works. 


    “See how the weld on the back is real smooth and shows a faint line of joinery that is somewhat curved right here.” The group leans in closer. “That’s not an electric weld, it was forge welded.” I explained how the metal was scarfed on the end and folded over on to it self in preparation of the weld and the many different fluxes that the smith may have used. I explained how the metal was brought almost to the melting point. That it would look like melting butter and at just the right moment it would be pulled from the fire and taken to the anvil. Then how after a few soft blows to stick the pieces together it was beaten down to force the molecules together. “Electric welds only bond metals together at the joints; forge welds bond the pieces on all mating surfaces, if properly done.” I love making that statement.


       “See the end of the hinge on this side. This is known as a Bean                                                                       


                                                                             Con’t on next page


































































































End Hinge. It sort of looks like a bean. It’s not real easy to do because you have to move a lot of metal. If I were to make something like this I would probably upset the end of the stock, drive it back into itself, to create a little more mass and give myself a little more metal to work with.” Looking around at the small group of ten or twelve people I got a few understanding nods and one nod and wink from the one older fellow that most of the group seemed to look to when something new was stated by me. Well! in my book, that’s as good as the feeling a young child gets when he brings home a report card with all good marks.


    “Do you think you could make me some hinges like this and how much do you think you would charge me.” The owner of the hinges asks me. “Well I’m just an apprentice smith and it wouldn’t be fair to the Masters or professional smiths for me to under cut their prices. A lot of those guys give me a lot of their time, teaching the classes that I attend, for little or no money at all. It just wouldn’t be fair to them, but if you want to come by my shop one evening I can show you how to make them. That way I’m not competing with them and I’d be keeping the promise that I made to them to share what I was shown.” The following Tuesday night was decided on and I had my first private class scheduled.


   I didn’t mention that one of the people in the group was my boss and that I had seen him glance at his watch a couple of times. A few more questions were asked and I wisely found short answers. I know, that’s not easy for me to do. The quick question of “Who needs lumber” got a smile from my boss. 


   I sure hope you’ll all tune in next month and I’ll share how my first class turns out. I think I’ll title it “Walking the Walk”.


   As always; please share the things you love and love the things you share.





                May’s Event


The Saturday May 14th Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Event will be at David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA.





Subject of the talk/demonstration: “From the Notes of Francis Whitaker" is the title of the May 14th ODBSA Event. I asked David  if he could use the notes that he took while taking many classes with Francis Whitaker years ago, and talk some about this Great Master Blacksmith and demonstrate some of the things that he learned from him. After David finishes his presentation after 3:00pm, he again is offering a training sesson for any member that wants to learn how he makes his type of leaves; all under his supervision as you try it yourself in his training studio. 





Host:                   David and Louise Tucciarone


                             9332 Ward Road 


                             Rustburg, Virginia 24588


                             434-821-8424


Time:                   10:00 am – come early 


Admission Fee:   $15.00 for all members/guests. The exceptions are host guests, spouses, significant other, and children of members.


50/50 raffle:        For those that want to participate


Refreshments:   Yes, denotations jar


Lunch:                Brown bag it or eat at local places


Directions:         Coming from the south (Danville, Chatham, Gretna) on route 29 go about 1/2 mile past where route 24 intersects. Sunrise Forge sits off some on the left side and you will need to go past it and turn around because there is no crossover in front of his place (it is across the street from used tractor place).


                           





From Lynchburg go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign (Sunrise Forge). Go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign. His sign is somewhat faded so look for his yellow mailbox


 The Members/Guests that have already said that that are planning on attending our Saturday May 14th Event at SunRise Forge with David Tucciarone as our teacher/demonstrator are:�1.   Bobby Floyd�2.   Ron Howard�3.   Norman Mckenzie�4.   David Tucciarone�5.   Louise Tucciarone�6.   Steven Irby�7.   Joseph Irby�8.   Wendell Wyland�9.   Gary Hatmaker�10. Bobby Rickett�11. Tom Harrell�12. Val Harrell�13. David Oakes�14. Jonathan Falls  �15. Chris Lynch�16. Danny Ward�17. Bill Roy�18. Mike Harch�19. Danny Ward�As always, if you are planning on attending or if your name is listed and you cannot make it please let me know.
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     The ODBSA June’s Event will be held at L.T. Skinnell’s Otter Hill Forge in Bedford, VA. Master Blacksmith Jerry Darnell will be our Teacher/Demonstrator and he said that he plans to forge one hearth item and one lighting item that we have never seen him demonstrate before. 


     L.T. shop/studio is a perennial favorite for us because it’s location, the cleanest, fully equipped with first class blacksmithing paraphernalia and his wife Barbara’s great cooking. We have always had good attendance at L.T. shop/studio so plan on attending. 


    Jerry is a friend to ODBSA and one of best Master Blacksmithing Teacher anywhere. Not only is he a great teacher but also his skill level is way, way up there. His knowledge of this craft, the speed and accuracy that he works will amaze you. Be sure to check out his updated Web site (copy/paste) � HYPERLINK "http://www.millcreekforge.com/" ��http://www.millcreekforge.com/� 


or just Google Mill Creek Forge








