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              ODBSA Group Photo at the “Lonesome Dove Farm”  


Ron and Debbie Howard Hosted Old Dominion Blacksmith Association August Event at their Lonesome Dove Farm in Bassett, VA on August 8th, 2009 with Gerald Boggs as our demonstrator.





Bottom row L-R:  Charlie Boothe, Andy Coleman, John Riddle, Jerry Jones, Ron Howard, Rhonda Hinshaw, Wendell Wyland, Bobby Floyd. Top Row: Justin Gilbert, Blake Gilbert, Bobby Petty, L.T. Skinnell, Buford Hodges , Charlie Hudson, Debbie Howard, Christian Birkett, Gary Birkett, David Hinshaw, Morgan Coleman, Jeff Walston, Jack Walston.  Missing are Ernest, Gerald Boggs and Debbie & Ron’s family and friends.












































































































































           GREEN COAL REPORT


                  O.D.B.S.A. AUGUST EVENT


                        By David Hinshaw


 


      Some days were just made for blacksmithing. Saturday August 8th was one of those days. Blacksmith Gerald Boggs returned with even more tool making know-how and a very special treat, forging Dragon Heads. Tools and magical creatures all in one day, couple that with a very good host and you have an event that will be remembered for a long time as “One of The Good Ones.” Ron and Debbie Howard both get a “Hats Off” and “Well Done” for their efforts to make everyone welcome at Lonesome Dove Farm. 


     There were a lot of first time things seen this day and a “Bee Hive” type fire was one of them. By beehive I mean that it just resembled a beehive. Green coal mounded over the fire pot so as create an oven in which to heat metal. The effects were pretty impressive, 3/4”stock was brought to heat rather quickly and without being turned to heat all sides. Gerald explained that he was able to do this by using a side draft forge. That’s another first thing that I saw, a side draft forge. By side draft I mean that air was introduced from the side of the fire pot, instead of from the bottom, as in most other systems I’ve seen. There seemed to be several benefits to this type forge. First, that it seems to heat the metal pretty evenly and rather rapidly.


     Second would be that the core of the fire was pretty much centered in the fire pot. Gerald pointed out that the side draft tended to swirl the air in the pot and create a ball-like core of very high heat. Most effect for the least effort is something that Gerald has taught us before. 


    I’ve pointed out before, in earlier green coal reports that I wanted to change my course of study, to change from watching demonstrators and just looking at the end product or the steps to complete the item, to a study of the Smith and how that person approached the task at hand. It took two classes; sometimes I’m a little slow, with Gerald to finally see what I would call a somewhat military approach he takes to the task at hand. The way he lays out his tools in easy reach, the indexing he forges into his hand held tools, the way he paced the steps from the forge to the anvil and to the worktable and vise. All good work habits. Ones that I’ve noted in my notebook and will be sure to apply in future trips to the forge: preparation was the lesson that stood out first, followed by solid basic skills and lots of embellishing.


    Embellishment seems to be a key step in changing ones work at the forge from basic shapes to dynamic shapes that draw your eye. Simply shaping a piece of stock to a blunt point on the end and setting that point down on the near side of the anvil can give you the basic shape of an animals head. Add eye sockets and nostrils with a rounded punch, eyes with an eye punch and you have a very recognizable dragonhead starting to form. Add a few creases across the bridge of the nose and incise the line of the mouth with a hot cutter and you’re ready to saw or hot cut a pair of horns behind the eyes.


  Today at home was one of those lucky days that saw a little extra time, me time, I had the whole place to myself. NO, I didn’t take a nap, I fired up the forge and sat and looked at the fire. What can I make? I’ve only a couple hours before everyone returns and this is family day, something grand, no not enough time, something simple, no, too boring. Candle cups are somewhat simple and can be embellished to make them grand, now we’re on a roll. I had been putting off trying to forge candle cups for the need of a way to 








                                         A Challenge


                                                                      By David Hinshaw





 Hi Bobby,�   I found two very interesting forks while shopping at a flea market in High Point, N.C.�  The first appears to be of wrought iron, with a very clean forge weld connecting the prongs to the handle. I was told by the vendor that it was part of a set that included a large spoon and a wooded paddle (much like a boat oar) that were used to cook Brunswick Stew in the days of his grandfather. The spoon and the paddle were lost to time and the fork is all that remains of the set.�  The second fork came with no history that the vendor could tell me of. But closer inspection reveals somewhat skilled hands crafted this piece. The forging of the handle end is very clean and crisp. The twist in the shaft is very even and straight. The forge weld connecting the prongs to the shaft was worked a little thin and maybe just a little too hot but is very strong still.�  Two Dollars and Twenty-five cents bought both pieces. A small price to pay for the lessons learned. How do you learn lessons from a crafted piece? By looking for the basic skills that had to be used to craft it and re-calling those skills. By looking for tooling marks, we all leave them in hope that someone will say, "Hey, wait a minute, a Blacksmith made this". By walking through the steps involved to create this piece in your mind and recalling lessons past. �    A day spent roaming a far-a-way flea market turned into a good forging lesson and I didn't have to wait for the pieces to cool.�   I've included some photos of both pieces and feel that either or even both would make a good beginners challenge. If posted as a challenge, let's make it due by the November meeting at David Tucciarone’s Sunrise Forge in Rustburg, VA.�                                                 Thanks,�                                                 David Hinshaw





fuller or neck down pipe and tubing to close the bottom of the cup. A spring fuller came to mind and really didn’t take much time at all to forge. The five candle cups that came in the remaining hour and a half of my stolen time leave a lot to be desired, my very best one a cup with four rippled petals around the top, came out of the very last heat with three and a half petals. Wasted time? No.I have a tool that I’ve wanted for some time and it gave me a chance to practice basic skills. In the past I’ve often started my forge time with simple drive hooks or leaves to practice basic blacksmithing skills before starting the project at hand. This gives me a chance to warm up and re-enforces skills learned. This time may be better-spent forging much-needed tools. The same exercises would be included, drawing out stock, tapering to a sharp or blunt point, fullering to isolate mass and hammer control to point out just a few. That brings back preparation in a way; I’ve used my limited time at the forge to prepare for the next I get left at home with no adult supervision. 


     I would like to thank Gerald Boggs for sharing his time and knowledge with our group; Gerald claims to be a lazy person, lazy people do not stand in the sun next to a coal fired forge and hammer hot metal on a ninety-plus degree day.


    Looking forward to seeing the whole group in September and thank you for letting me share what I saw and heard.  








�
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�





Note: After talking with David Hinshaw about the “challenge to make a fork”, he said you do not have to make replicas of the ones he found but any kind of historic fork that you hand-forge would be Ok to bring to the November event. He would like to see everyone that can make a fork to show and tell. 





                                        Current News


                                                                         By Bobby Floyd





What a wonderful summer day at Lonesome Dove Farm in Bassett, VA on Saturday August 8th with Debbie and Ron Howard as our Hosts for Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Event. Debbie and Ron were exceptional hosts; roads marked, parking, canopy (for us to sit under), chairs, refreshments and the lunch spread was “out of this world” delicious. Thank you oh so much Debbie and Ron for making this day so special for all in attendance and we all look forward to next year in September to returning to your Lonesome Dove Farm. 


Thank you very much-accomplished blacksmith Gerald Boggs for another well prepared and executed demonstration for Old Dominion Blacksmith Association on Saturday August 8th at Ron and Debbie Howard's Lonesome Dove Farm in Bassett, VA.


Blake Gilbert, Justin Gilbert and Bobby Petty are Old Dominion Blacksmith Association newest members. Welcome! All three signed up at our event in Bassett.


 Reminder, we’re always looking for new places to hold our monthly events. If you know of place or would like to host one, please contact me. Thanks, Bobby


                                                                                                                                                                           Con’t on next page





say that Old Dominion Blacksmith Association now has 22 of it members that do Public Demonstrations.


  

















Gerald Boggs just finished a class with Tom Latane that he said was outstanding. Below is a photo of Tom Latane's work that the class was trying to make.
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E-mail from Ron Howard:�Just a big "THANKS" to all who attended the event on Saturday at Lonesome Dove.  It was a pleasure to have you all at our "home away from home".  We enjoyed the fellowship and look forward to hosting you at our NEW home next year.  The demonstration was enjoyable and Gerald is an EXCELLENT teacher.  I can't wait to fire up my "new" forge and try some of the things he shared with us.� �Thanks again,�Ron Howard�Lonesome Dove Farms�Collinsville, VA


Ron Howard now has his first forge and the price was exceptional. He purchased Gerald Boggs side draft forge that he was using at our last event for $50.





If you are interested in blacksmithing "how to do it articles" check out the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.blacksmithing.org/Articles/Find.aspx" �http://www.blacksmithing.org/Articles/Find.aspx�  


ODBSA members who tailgate twice during the year at our events will receive a free Old Dominion Blacksmith Association T-shirt or hat.


Charlie Hudson, Buford Hodges, Mickey Surrett and Ken Herdon are ODBSA members that do not have a computer and because they tailgate at some of our events, they are receiving the Monthly Newsletter snail mailed at no cost to them.


Blacksmith David Hinshaw (ODBSA Editor at Large) has “nerves of steel” while working at the Buttercup Plantation on August 25th. �





�





Thank you Blake Gilbert and Andy Coleman for turning my old crank blower for Gerald Boggs when he demonstrated for us at Ron Howard's Lonesome Dove Farm. Andy did it in the morning and Blake had the afternoon when it was really hot. The blower had to be cranked in reverse because of the noise it makes in the other direction.  
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         Blake Gilbert                              Andy Coleman








Please provide me with a list of things that you would like to see made by our future demonstrators.





David Hinshaw is not a Master Blacksmith “yet” but he is a master craftsman with wood. The building is also David’s design. I have been working as David’s grunt on this construction. As of September 6th we have worked for 13 days on the building around my wife’s birthday present (Sun Belt swim spa). In another three days we should be near finished with this project.


David Hinshaw will attend John C Campbell Folk School September 18-20. He will take Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone's "Making Tongs" class.


Thank you David Tucciarone for selecting David Hinshaw to receive a free weekend class with you (except for meals) that you had earned by teaching at John C. Campbell Folk School Folk School. 


Master Blacksmith/Educator David Tucciarone Upcoming Classes at John C. Campbell Folk School:�Blacksmithing Fundamentals for Beginners�September 13-18, 2009 �Making Tongs �September 18-20, 2009 


David Hinshaw joins the list of ODBSA members who do Public Demonstrations. He will be demonstrating in Rocky Mount, VA on Oct 3rd at the Rocky Mount Farmers Festival. I’m proud to �                                                Cont’t on next page
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Master Blacksmith/Educator Dale Morse has been moving and teaching this month and was unable to provide an article for ODBSA Newsletter but said that he would take photos and do an article about the class he just finished teaching at John C Campbell Folk School for next month’s Newsletter.
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               ODBSA Next Event Saturday September 12th


                                         SunRise Forge





Hosts:                                        David and Louise Tucciarone�                                           9332 Wards Road�                                                   Rustburg, Virginia 24588             �                                                   434-821-8424 �        �Time:                                         10:00 A.M. until at least 3:00 P.M.


Cost:                                          $15 admission fee except for first time guests and non-blacksmithing family members.


50/50 Raffle:                             Yes, for those that want to participate.   �Refreshment:                            Yes (donation jar)�Lunch:                                       12:00 until 1:00 PM.  Please bring your own lunch or go to near-by eating-places


Subject to be demonstrated:  Colonial Lighting


Demonstrator:                         Master Blacksmith/Educator David Tucciarone


                                                  David is Professional Blacksmith and Owner of SunRise Forge. Has been teaching blacksmithing at John C. Campbell Folk School for 8 or 9 years and has taught at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts for many years. He is a Charter member of Old Dominion Blacksmith Association, pasted VP of Education, demonstrated numerous time for ODBSA and has also demonstrated to other groups’ across the country.  David has taken blacksmithing classes with some of the best Master Blacksmiths in the USA.


    Master Blacksmiths/Teachers       # of Weeks �1.   Francis Whitaker                         (6) �2.   Peter Ross                                    (4) �3.   Nol Putnam                                  (4) �4.   Clay Spencer                               (5) �5.   Doug Wilson                               (2) �6.   Jerry Darnell                               (1) �7.   Charles Orlando                          (1)�8.   Bob Burgman                              (1) �9.   Dan Boone                                  (1) �10. Ed Grove                                     (1) �11. Tom Latane                                 (1) �12. Walt Hull                                     (1)


Directions:                             Coming from the south (Danville, Chatham, Gretna) on route 29 go about 1/2 mile past where route 24 intersects. Sunrise Forge sits off some on the left side and you will need to go past it and turn around because there is no crossover in front of his place (it is across the street from used tractor place). From Lynchburg go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign (Sunrise Forge). His sign is somewhat faded so look for his yellow mailbox. 


RSVP: If you’re planning on attending ODBSA Event at SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA on Sat. Sept. 12th, please let me know.


Here is a list of some who I think will be there. If your name is listed and you cannot make it please let me know.


David Tucciarone 


Charlie Boothe 


Bobby Floyd 


David Hinshaw 


Rhonda Hinshaw 


Tom Harrell 


Val Harrell 


Charlie Hudson 


Wendell Wyland 


Ron Howard 


Jerry Jones 


John Riddle 


David Oakes 


Ted Crockett 


Andy Coleman 


Morgan Coleman 


Jack Walston 


Jeff Walston
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The October 3rd Event (this is the first Sat. in Oct.) will be held at Jocelyne & Bobby Floyd’s Plantation Forge on the Buttercup Plantation (established 1825).





I am very pleased to announce that the Master of theshop (Anderson Blacksmithing Shop) at Colonial Williamsburg Ken Schwarz will be our demonstrator. It has been over three years since we had the privilege to see Ken demonstrate for us at L. T. Skinnell’s Otter Hill Forge in Bedford, VA and many of you have asked when is he coming back. There will be more information about our demonstrator and this event soon. 





If you have never seen Ken demonstrate, “this is a must see event”. His knowledge, power, speed and accuracy when he works hot metal will amaze you!  





Tools that Gerald made to make his creatures.








