PAGE  
6

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]



[image: image10.jpg]



[image: image11.jpg]



[image: image12.jpg]



[image: image13.jpg]


[image: image14.jpg]


[image: image15.jpg]
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                                             Fabulous Find!


This rare, historic, well persevered and extremely well made bellows was found in an old warehouse on the banks of the James River in Lynchburg, VA.  Who is the new owner of this Treasure? Turn to the next page to find out.





     Mr. lucky himself and ODBSA Treasurer, Journeyman Blacksmith Charlie Boothe from Nathalie,VA  has another great piece of blacksmithing history to add to his extraordinary collection. I suggested to him that he should build a museum to show case his wonderful collection of historic blacksmithing wares for all to see.  


   Charlie telephoned me last week and told me a little bit about what he had found and asked if I would go with him to pick it up because one of us was going to take it home. For those of you that know Charlie, he is very closed mouthed but will normally tell you something if you ask him directly. In this case he would not tell me where he found it or how much they wanted for it. Curiosity almost got the best of me for days. 


   Last Sat. we had to use a forklift and pallet mover to load it onto Charlie’s trailer because it is very, very heavy. The iron ball weighed in about 25 pounds; the leather is the thickest that I have ever seen at about ¼” thick and the wood has two boards that are about 2” thick.


   Who used this bellows is “speculation only” at this time. Our best guess is the well-known Thornhill Wagons Company of Lynchburg, VA (1898 to 1958). Other possibilities are the numerous foundries that Lynchburg had over the last 200 years. 


   If anyone has any information about this type of bellows, please let me know. 


   Charlie said that he is not going to do any repairs of this bellows but that he is going to keep it “as is” to preserve history.  He is only going to dust it off and put a little oil on it.


    If you are interested in seeing this historic bellows and giving us your input, come to our Event on Sept 11th because Charlie’s “fabulous find” will be there.  
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The only markings on the bellows are the carvings or stamp on the top of the wood. 
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Front row L-R: Bobby Floyd, Eva Marie Brooks, Michael Brooks, Michael Hardy, Val Harrell, David Tucciarone, Charlie Boothe, L.T. Skinnell, John Riddle, David Oakes. Back row L-R: Jerry Jones, Buford Hodges, Justin Armes, Charlie Hudson, Glen Bryant, Tom Harrell, Gary Birkett, Wendell Wyland, Gary Hatmaker, Christian Birkett, Kevin Riddle and Bobby Ricketts. Missing are Gerald Boggs, Alice Fisher, James Fisher, John Buck and 5 other guests.


     We had an exceptional turn out, a lot of fun and a terrific educational experience at Buford's Place on Sat. Aug 14th with Professional Blacksmith Gerald Boggs as our Educator. We all under appreciate the amount of work that Buford Hodges did in the hot weather this week. Think about it for a second: He made signs and put them up in the rain Sat morning, made arrangements for a porta potty to be there, cleaned up his shops and displays, put up tents with seating arrangements, set up exterior forge with electric blower with tarp over it, provided us with food, refreshments and drinks etc,etc,etc. and now he had to put everything up. All of this for no money, just to make a "perfect day" for the members of the Old Dominion Blacksmith Association. Thank you very, very much Mr. Buford Hodges!





        Green Coal Report


                     By Bobby Ricketts





     I had been anticipating my first ODBSA event for a while since completing my initial blacksmithing experience at Bobby Floyd’s Plantation Forge in Long Island, Virginia.


     Finally, on the morning of August 14, 2010 I awoke to find it to be a rainy and dreary day at my home in Campbell County. Hoping for nice weather ahead, I packed up my chair, cooler of water, and directions (courtesy of mapquest) to begin my trip to Franklin County. 


     As I arrived in Moneta, Virginia, near Smith Mountain Lake, the rain finally came to an end. At this point there were only a few miles to go before I arrived at Buford Hodge’s blacksmith forge in Boones Mill, Virginia; so I was praying the rain had ended for the day. 


     The directions to Buford’s homestead and forge were right on target. After traveling on a gravel road for what seemed like miles, I arrived at my destination. Walking up to the flurry of activity around the outbuildings I noticed a small picturesque area Buford had created with cast iron frying pans, cast iron cook pots, and a graniteware kettle hanging over a fire pit. It gave me the feeling that it was a campsite straight from the 19th century. I also spotted the famed “traveling forge” Buford had created from a tow-behind pop-up camper. I had heard about this novel creation and was pleased to see it in person. 






































  

















    I was immediately greeted by Bobby Floyd and offered donuts; which I most certainly did not need to eat, but happily ate two nevertheless. David Oakes was kind enough to bring a couple dozen from Danville. After getting a cup of coffee I walked into Buford’s arrangement of buildings, which contain his forge and large collection of tools and equipment. The inside and outside of the buildings resembled history museums. Buford has an amazing collection of signs and blacksmith tools, and even has an original copper cap from a long-lost antique moonshine still. These copper caps are no rarity in Franklin County I’m sure; given the county’s legendary history with the distilled substance. My cousin was a coppersmith in Franklin County and his business flourished during prohibition. 


     





Just before 10:00 I saw a nice young lady collecting event fees from the members. I approached Val Harrell with my money and was greeted with a smile. After paying I was also kindly welcomed to the event by Wendell Wyland, who immediately pointed out the nice collection of blacksmithing books members could check out from him; from which I borrowed two.


















































 





Gerald’s demonstration was an “Introduction to Joinery”. He began his demonstration by explaining different types of metal joinery a blacksmith can accomplish with instruction and a great deal practice. Gerald created a slot punch used to “punch” the holes in the metal, through which another piece of metal will be inserted. This slot punch is tapered slightly to prevent it from sticking in the metal being slotted. He explained that when calculating the size of the slot punch used for this purpose, the blacksmith must take into account the usual shrinkage, which occurs when metal cools. His solution for this inevitable occurrence was to make the slot punch a tad larger than the size of the metal that will be passed through the slotted metal. For example: If the metal to be passed through the slot is 5/8” in diameter or square, the slot punch must measure 5/8 + +”. The subsequent shrinkage from the heated slotted metal when it cools will form tightly around the newly inserted cold metal. 





Gerald also explained that he cools the slot punch between each use to protect it from excessive heat, which allows wear on the punch. He also demonstrated the Master Blacksmith’s art of correcting a slotted hole made slightly off-center. Gerald heated the area around the hole then immediately applied a secret liquid concoction to the one side of the hole. He was then able to hammer the hole back into center, although I wasn’t able to see exactly how this was accomplished. What was the secret liquid concoction you ask? Coffee! When he was demonstrating his controlled pour method using the coffee someone in the audience hollered, “Do you need cream and sugar in that”? No reply was heard from the forge, yet there were many snickers heard in the crowd. 





Gerald also demonstrated the method of shaping and installing banding when joining two pieces of metal; such as panels and scrolls used on iron gates. He also mentioned the very interesting 17th century tenons and other joinery displayed at the Victoria & Albert Museum in England. The V&A Museum has a rather extensive collection of wrought iron objects in the Ironwork section of the museum - � HYPERLINK "http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/metalwork/galleries/113/index.html" �http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/metalwork/galleries/113/index.html�





I was asked by Bobby Floyd to record the new blacksmithing word invented by Gerald on this day. “Shmoosh” was a term used to describe something Gerald was doing to the metal during the demonstration. After an exhaustive search in blacksmithing terminology I have confirmed that this word is indeed a new word. A precise definition of his new-fangled word will need to be supplied by Gerald.





Besides the disturbed rooster crowing non-stop during the demonstration and the neighbor’s dog, who was very interested in all of us, the rain managed to hold out all day for us. The chicken, beans, rolls, and chocolate cake hit the spot for us at lunch too. It was a great day and I look forward to next month’s event.
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Our Host Buford Hodges
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Our Educator Gerald Boggs
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Wendell   &


Val





Right at 10:00 Bobby Floyd called everyone to come to the demonstration area. I took a seat next to David Tucciarone from SunRise Forge. Bobby introduced the demonstrator, Master Blacksmith Gerald Boggs. Gerald is a retired Army veteran and operates a professional blacksmith shop “Wayfarer Forge” in Afton, Virginia. A perusal of his website prior to the event was all I needed to know we were in for a great experience from this craftsman.





     Gerald’s demonstration was an “Introduction to Joinery”. He began his demonstration by explaining different types of metal joinery a blacksmith can accomplish with instruction and a great deal practice. Gerald created a slot punch used to “punch” the holes in the metal, through which another piece of metal will be inserted. This slot punch is tapered slightly to prevent it from sticking in the metal being slotted. He explained that when calculating the size of the slot punch used for this purpose, the blacksmith must take into account the usual shrinkage which occurs when metal cools. His solution for this inevitable occurrence was to make the slot punch a tad larger than the size of the metal that will be passed through the slotted metal. For example: If the metal to be passed through the slot is 5/8” in diameter or square, the slot punch must measure 5/8 + +”. The subsequent shrinkage from the heated slotted metal when it cools will form tightly around the newly inserted cold metal.
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This year at Warren Wilson College


        By Dale Morse (ODBSA Educational Director)��     As some of you may know, I instruct the blacksmithing crew at Warren Wilson College each year for one week just before classes commence. Warren Wilson is a small work-study college in Buncombe County, North Carolina, my alma mater. Most years I help the crew identify and provide a needed architectural piece for the campus. Last year for instance we made a section of railing for one of the main academic buildings on a second floor exterior landing. This year we decided to try something new and make a wholly artistic piece to be placed in front of the Holden Arts building on campus. Collaboratively, the students conceived and scaled an interactive design. An imaginative piece, anyone passing by could pose the various elements of the sculpture to suit their own taste. There is also a strong possibility that a windy day might also move the elements, but this was not a primary objective. �     For the sake of courtesy, I suggested that the crew get tacit approval from the chair of the art department, a gentleman that I had taken drawing and design classes from more than twenty years ago. Well, we opened up a hornet’s nest that raged all week. I must note that there is no exterior art work outside the art buildings and never has been. Evidently the prevalent feeling is that any art sculpture to be placed anywhere on campus must go through a selection committee. Also the blacksmith crew, though it has some members who are also art students, is not part of the art department and is therefore a craft shop. �     There was even some talk about how even the decorative architectural pieces we propose should be vetted through a committee. Ah! Lovely bureaucracy. �     We lost some time, but decided to continue with the piece. All the feedback we had gotten outside the art department had been overwhelmingly positive. (The art chair refused to see the drawings). Soon we had various other members of the administration and faculty that were vying for the work to be placed at their buildings. So morale was better among the crewmembers, but now we had the opposite problem of who to give it to. As yet, no decision has been made that I am aware of. By the very end of the week, the last half hour in fact, the art chair came to the shop in person to see the crew and the progress we had made. He liked the design and rescinded his desire to jury sculpture and decorative functional work for the campus, but continued to ban any work from the blacksmith shop to be placed in front of the art buildings. �     The result is that I have encouraged the crew as a group to produce sculptural projects as time allows to be placed around the blacksmith shop itself. The hope is that it raises the question as to why there is a work crew producing public art when there is none to be found at the art department. With this article there are several pictures of the project in process. It was not completed by the time I departed. Another day and a half would have seen it finished. But the extra time will let the issue of placement be resolved.
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Announcing the Francis Whitaker Blacksmith Scholarship


Two $700 scholarships will be available for the Traditional Joinery Projects class at the John C. Campbell Folk School, November 7 - 12, 2010 taught by Clay Spencer.


This scholarship is for intermediate and advanced students who have a solid foundation in basics, can manage a coal fire, and forge weld. Interested blacksmiths should supply the following information and mail it to Clay


Spencer at 73 Penniston Private Drive, Somerville, AL 35670. Contact Clay at 256-558-3658 or clay@otelco.net if you have any questions:


1. Name, address, e-mail and phone number


2. Describe your blacksmithing experience, how many years, classes taken, jobs, kind of work you do, how many hours you blacksmith in an average month.


3. Goals for your blacksmithing career, what you wish to do as a blacksmith


4. Make a scale drawing of a proposed project (your original drawing not copied from another source), should show 2 or 3 views with stock sizes and specify proposed joinery. Include a cut list for the stock. This does not have to be the project actually made in the class.


5. Describe your participation in the blacksmithing community: teaching, demonstrating, craft shows, writing articles, belonging to and attending local groups, attending conferences


6. Explain why you need a scholarship to attend a class


7. Do you sell blacksmithing items you make? What type items? How do you sell?


8. Include at least 3, no more than 5, photos of some of your work.


The completed application should be mailed no later than September 30, 2010. Successful applicants will be notified by October 15, 2010. The money will be paid directly to the Folk School. You will be responsible for all other costs such as fuel fee, materials, transportation, etc. You are requested to write a 2 page article explaining some of the blacksmithing techniques used in making your project, (include some photos or sketches) and send it to your state organization. Note: Virginia does not have a State organization like many states, so I guess if you are an ODBSA member you send it to me.


We now have 64 photos of the August 14th Event at


Buford Hodges' place with Professional Blacksmith Gerald Boggs as our Educator that are at the bottom of the Current News page on our Web site. Photos provide by Bobby Floyd (10), John Riddle(15), Bobby Rickett (15), Eva Marie Brooks (9) Michael Armes(15). Thank you all!
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Con’t on next page





             Current News


                        By Bobby Floyd


Gerald Boggs: I would like to say that Gerald has turned into a true teacher of this craft. His written preparations and execution of his demonstrations is at the top of the scale. You can see that he enjoys doing this and his personal skill level over the last few years has really grown tremendously. Good Job Gerald and thanks!


Another blacksmith demonstrator wanted: Floyd County Farmer’s and Artisan’s Market Coordinator, Mike Burton, is interested in having a blacksmith demonstrate for the upcoming Floyd Harvest Festival on September 11th in downtown Floyd. I was wondering if a member of ODBSA might be interested. It is an all day event, though I’m not sure about the specific hours. I believe that Mike would be happy for the demonstrator to also have his wares for sale. If anyone is interested, they should contact me (Amy) ASAP at education@jacksonvillecenter.org. Note: this is same date as our next Event.
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Buford Hodges 


just purchased the wooden blower last month and has  totally restored it. The gears are made of cast iron but the sides are wood as well as the frame or cover for the blower. I don’t know but this looks to be one of the first gear type blowers ever made.  
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The September 11th Event will be at the Plantation Forge





Hosts:                                 Jocelyne and Bobby Floyd  (Buttercup Plantation)


                                            816 Honeybee Road


                                            Long Island, VA 24569


                                            434-335-5621


Refreshments


& Lunch Provided:          Cost is $6.00 & payable at the sign in table





Admission Fee:                 $15.00 for all members except for spouses and their children. First time guests are always free.





50/50 Raffle:                      For those that want to participate.





Educator/Demonstrator: Master Artist Blacksmith Billy Phelps


Bio: Bill has been a farrier and/or a blacksmith for almost his whole life. He demonstrates each year for a week at the Dixie Classic Fairground in Winston Salem, NC with his blacksmithing friends from that area. For years he has been the main blacksmith demonstrator at the Blue Ridge Folklife Festival at Ferrum College/Blue Ridge Institute & Museum in October.  He has given many demonstrations to blacksmithing groups in NC and in the summer of 2008 had a special invitation by the Smithsonian to demonstrate in Washington, DC at the National Mall (Smithsonian Folklife Festival) for a week, which he did.  Billy has demonstrated for us numerous time and he is still one our favorite smiths. Just don’t tell Billy it cannot be done, he will make a point to prove you wrong. In 2008 Billy was at my place, spending the nights in my old Cookhouse, for a 3-day marathon Blacksmithing Event and it was great. Billy is a friend and one of the best Blacksmiths that you will ever see and meet. He has been known to tell a yarn or two. “It’s always a fun time with Billy!”





Members/Guests who are planning on attending our Sept. Event at my Plantation Forge at the Buttercup Plantation in Long Island, VA on Sat. 11th with one of our favorite personalities, Master Artist/Blacksmith Billy Phelps. Billy is just a lot of fun to listen to and learn from, so if you have the time, sign up and come on down to the "suburb of the boonies" and enjoy the day with us.�1.  Bobby Ricketts�2.  Billy Phelps�3.  Bobby Floyd�4.  Jocelyne Floyd�5.  Charlie Boothe�6.  Renee Boothe�7.  Carrie Boothe�8.  L.T. Skinnell�9.  Glen Bryant�10. David Tucciarone�11. John Riddle�12. Wendell Wyland�13. Tom Harrell�14. Val Harrell�15. Gary Hatmaker�16. John Buck�17. Justin Gilbert�18. Blake Gilbert�19. Tiffany Gilbert�20. Justin Armes�21. Eva Brooks�22. Charlie Hudson�23. Buford Hodges�24. Bill Roy�25. Jerry Jones�26. David Oakes�27. Ted Crockett�28. Gary Hatmaker�29. Steve Ferguson�30. Michael Hardy�31. Stephen Martin�32. Dave Brown�33. Morgan Coleman�34. George Juettner�35. Phylis Juettner�36. Bobby Rickett's father�Note: If your name is put on in error or you change you mind, please let me know.





Directions: 


From South (Danville area) 29 North to Gretna-29 North Bus. In Gretna to traffic light. Turn right (40 east) go 10 miles to Mount Airy. Turn left on 640. Stay on 640 to 761. Turn right on 761. Stay on 761 You will see Straightstone Baptist Church keep on 761 and turn right on 3rd paved road from Church. Honeybee rd rte 639----- about 3/4 mile  is the 2nd mail box on right (white #816) Turn right here . Gravel driveway is ½ mile . �From East (Brookneal) 40 West to Cody (brick country store) at Cody- turn right on 640 and stay on 640 to dead end. Turn left on 639- When you see sign of leave Halifax county enter Pittsylvania Co. it is 1st driveway on left –white mailbox #816 –Gravel driveway is ½ mile long.� From North (Lynchburg) 29 south to traffic light at rte24. Turn left (24 east) to 501. On 501 go south to Gladys (approx 8 miles). In Gladys at Exxon station (on your left) TURN RIGHT onto rte 761 to Long Island and cross railroad tracks and stay on 761 past Staunton river bridge for 2 to 2 and half miles. Turn left on rte 639 (Honeybee Rd) to 2nd mailbox on right about 3/4 mile (White box # 816) Turn Right. Gravel driveway is ½ mile. If using 501- Stay on 501 south to Gladys and follow above directions from Gladys �From West using Rte 40 Stay on 40 east until 10 miles past Gretna to Mt Airy. Turn left on 640 and stay until 761- turn right on 761 and stay on 761 (you will see Straightstone Baptist church) keep on 761 to the 3 rd paved road on the right. Turn right onto rte 639 Honeybee Rd. Our driveway is at the 2nd mailbox on right (white box #816). Gravel driveway is ½ long. 





The next event is going to be two-day hands on ODBSA demonstrating to the public Event at the Appomattox Railroad Festival on Saturday Oct. 9th (10am until 6pm) and Sunday Oct. 10th (12 pm until 5pm). At present Charlie Boothe and I are planning on bring two forge stations for our members to show off their skills to the public. They have asked that we sell only hand forged items that we have made. ODBSA is getting paid $150 to do the two-day event. Charlie and I need your help. I’m hoping that some of you can spend the day with us demonstrating. If not, at least a few hours helping would be great. I will be contacting the ones that say yes they are planning on attending this event for what days they want to help and/or what hours that they are willing to participate. This is something new that we are trying but I do hope many of you will participate. I will keep you informed on what’s happening on our Current News page re: this Event.  It should be fun and a great opportunity to learn from each other.


     Last year this was a very large Event with over 40,000 in attendance in the 2 days.
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