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     When one looks at what we have already done in our quest to learn something new about blacksmithing, I think all that were in attendance at L. T’s shop in Bedford, VA on August 9, 2008 would agree that this day was as near a perfect day for everything as we could all have to had. The extreme heat that all of us had been experiencing for a week or so was somehow reduced on that day; the atmosphere at the Barbara and L.T. Skinnell’s home place is always so friendly that one feels part of the family. The amount of delicious foods prepared by Barbara for our benefit is eye opening and stomach refreshing. Even if you’re really not so interested in learning blacksmithing, just the lunch itself was well worth the trip. Our demonstrator, Master Jim Slining was first class in his presentation/explanations. Another Perfect Day!


     While it is on my mind, it is time now for other members that have not hosted any of our events and just enjoyed what other members have given, to consider stepping up to plate; it’s your turn next year. Even if you do not have a shop to accommodate us you can still possibly find a place in your area where we could go and have an event, prepare the food/refreshments, bring and set up a forge/s, arrange for parking, a large tent if necessary, etc. You could always get another member in your area to help you. We have been extremely blessed in having some members that provided us places to go in the last three years: David Tucciarone, L.T Skinnell, Danny Ward, Charlie Hanks, Glen Bryant, Dale Morse and myself. I look forward to hearing from you. Life is not always a free ride.


     We had five members that did not attend the last event after telling me and/or our host that they were planning on attending.  Please remember that when our hosts are preparing a meal for us,  they need to know about how many people to expect. By not telling our host or me that you are planning on attending and do not, our hosts prepare too much. This is not fair to our host.  


     Next year I’m planning on mixing it up some by having some events with (1) professional blacksmiths and/or our more experienced members doing demonstrations, (2) a professional/ or our more experiences members demonstrate and assist in hands-on training and (3) at least one event where every member in attendance that is apprentice, journeyman or master do a hands-on demonstration of one simple item for the rest of us.


    I still think it is a good idea for all, if you have the time, to try and make the previous demonstrated item and bring it to the next event to show everyone. It does not have to be donated to the raffle. It is just show and tell. You are always welcome to bring any project you are working on to show and tell.


   The admission fee at the sign in table is too much work and confusing so instead we will just buy a minimum of ten dollars of raffle tickets from our Treasurer (Charlie Boothe) for admission to our events. And if this does not work, we will try something else.


   Thanks every one of you who signed-in and made your own nametag, sure did miss Andy Hasty our Administrator, at the Bedford event. Remember! everyone must sign in even if our Administrator is absent. This is a liability issue for all members. We have no Insurance so everyone must sign-in because at the top of the page of the sign in sheet, is the Waiver of Liability that you are signing. Besides this, it tells us all who are present, and if you are planning on attending the next event. Remember this, “you are the association”, so if someone gets hurt, who do think his/her attorneys will be going after in the lawsuit? Everyone, please help our Administrator in his responsibilities by making sure everyone signs in.  We are all playing with fire in more ways


     


  





than one. It is everyone’s responsibility to make sure other members/guests are wearing goggles and if people in attendance do not have a nametag there is a good possibility that they did not sign in. We have guests; young children and new members at our events that don’t know the rules and we need to protect everyone.  


   At many of our events we get hot metal flying and especially when someone is forge welding we get splatter.  Lets look at what happened at L.T’s shop at our last event.   The only safely officer in attendance was  (Bob Saxon) sitting about 15 feet from our demonstrator Master Blacksmith Jim Slining; as he was demonstrating hinges he got the splatter from Jim’s forge weld in a big way.  He got a couple of burnt places in his glasses and more than 12 holes in his ODBSA red T-Shirt. 



































                       


                        


                       Some holes in Bob’s T-Shirt


    


Note: A guest behind Bob did not have glasses/goggles until he was asked to put them on about 30 seconds before this happen.


We all get carried away with the day and forget safety, so please pitch in and help before someone is hurt.


     Wendell Wyland, our Vice President in charge of the Library could possibly be absent at some of our future events. His son is a cross county runner and a lot of his son’s events are held on Saturday and Wendell needs to drive him to them. We appreciate one of our Safety Officers (Bob Saxton) volunteering???? to assist. If you have books to return to the Library please give them to Bob Saxon when Wendell is absent for he has the paper work.


     We appreciate Louise Tucciarone for providing us with her short story, Bob Saxon for the write up about his invention, Angela Peay for photos and Wally Coates for photo of the Cross he made for his Church. 


     We need more participation from our members in providing something for our Newsletter. 


    Thank you Mickey Surrett for bringing some blacksmithing wares to tailgate.


    Master David Tucciarone will be hosting our event in November. It is designed to be a review of the basics of blacksmithing plus he would like to have questions/answers session about anything re: blacksmithing (advanced or not).  If there is something that you want to know how to do and that would require forge work for him to do, to help explain his answer then he would like to have your questions in advance. You are welcome to send the questions to me and I will give them to David. The last time we had an event at David’s shop with only questions/answers a lot of you told me that this was the most educational event that we had ever had. This will be a great way to end Old Dominion Blacksmith Association events 
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                         Just Talking & Current News


                                                                          By Bobby Floyd
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                   Making an Impact!


                By Bobby Floyd


I am planning on listing all members of ODBSA on our Web Site who did or do demonstrations and craft shows with locations and dates. The reason is four fold. First it is a way to recognize the members who have the ability and desire to share their knowledge with the general public. This is another reason that ODBSA was formed. Second, it is to let you all know where and what some of our better smiths are doing and maybe you will take some time off to visit them at their prospective events.  Third, because I get numerous telephone calls, letters and e-mails from craft shows, tractor events, engine shows, horse shows, historical sites, reenactments, schools, festivals etc., this will make it easier for these groups to contact the following members, directly.  Fourth, is when I list these gifted blacksmiths that do custom orders on our Web site they “might” get some business. We have had over 22,000 hits on our Web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.odbsa.com" ��www.odbsa.com� since January 2006.


    I believe our small active membership is second to none in the United States in helping to promote the historic craft of blacksmithing to the public with demonstrations and craft shows. They are all making an impact!


     Congratulations to the following who have done and/or have participated in some of the above in 2008:  














											              


                                                                      











                                                                                                                                                   


                                Glen Bryant  


                           Clifton Forge, Virginia


                                 540-862-1558


Girl Scout Camp/Douthat State Park /May 10th


Magic in the Mountains/Clifton Forge/June 13-14


Cub Scout Day Camp/ Harrisonburg/ June 23


Douthat Craft Show/ Douthat State Park/ July 26


Treasure Mountain Festival/Franklin, WV/Sept.19-21 


Apple Days/ Douthat State Park/ Oct.11


Apple Dumpling Festival/Stuart/Oct.18








                                                           


                                                        


                                                                   


  











                        L.T. Skinnell 


                          Bedford, Virginia


                            540-297-5817


Faith Christian School/Hurt/ May


Civil War Event/Peaks of Otter Lodge/Oct.11


Craft Show/Nov.1-2
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                        David Tucciarone 


                       Rustburg, Virginia


                          434-821-8424


Avoca /Altavista/ Sept


He has also demonstrated in the past at Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest Historic home/July 4











                                                                      





                                                                    











                           Bobby Floyd


               Long Island, Virginia


                    434-335-5621


Callands Festival/ Callands/ Oct. 4


Has talked/demonstrated in period attire numerous times in the past at Patrick Henry’s last home Red Hill  (near Brookneal)











         


  








                               Charlie Boothe


                      Nathalie, Virginia


                         434-349-1919


Heritage Festival/Halifax/May 2-4


Assisting at Callands Festival/Callands/Oct 4


Has demonstrated at numerous events in VA/NC in the past, including Red Hill with Bobby and Jock Dempsey on July 4, 2005


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     


                                                   








                                                                  














                        Charlie Hanks


                Lynch Station, Virginia


                434-369-4519


                       


Charlie demonstrates and sells a couple times a year for different events at the Sedalia Center between Bedford and Big Island.


                                                                    Con’t on page 4


                                                                      





�





�





�





�





Officers:


President: Bobby Floyd


V.P. Operations: Missy Coates


V.P. Education: David Tucciarone


V.P. Library: Wendell Wyland


Administrator: Andy Hasty


Treasurer: Charlie Boothe


Recorder/Producer: Reo Garrett


Asst Recorder/Prod: Glen Bryant


Safety: Tom Harrell, Bob Saxon, Mark Kinsley & Wally Coates





Other Contributors:


Proof Reader - Jocelyne Floyd 


Photos - Jerry Jones, Angela Peay


Wally Coates





Articles:                 Pages 


Just Talking                           2, 4, 5 


   By Bobby Floyd


Making an Impact                    3, 4


   By Bobby Floyd


Blacksmith and the Leprechaun 5


   By Louise Tucciarone    


Gasifier Forge                               5


   By Bob Saxon


Next Event                                    6


  Charlie Hanks








  Blacksmith and the Leprechaun


                           By Miss Louise





    Patrick Rieley was a blacksmith who lived and worked in a small town in Ireland. He learned many things growing up including hard work, earning your own way, stories about the Little People.


     His house and shop were on the same piece of land.  All he had to do each day was to walk from his house down to his shop.  There he would start the fire in the forge and begin working the iron.  This was his routine for many years.


     One fine day when Patrick was approaching his shop, he heard a tapping sound. It wasn’t very loud but it was quite clear.  He stepped around one corner of his shop and looked around everything looked as it should, and the tapping was not as strong.   Then he turned the other corner.  The tapping became quite clear and could plainly see what was making the noise. It was a leprechaun!  The little fellow was sitting on a large stone under a big bush repairing a shoe.  He was only a few feet away.  


     Patrick stood perfectly still blinking his eyes.  He wasn’t quite sure of what he saw.  All the stories of his youth came flooding back.  He knew that all leprechauns had buried treasure.   All one had to do was to catch the leprechaun and make him show you where the treasure was buried. Of course this was easier said than done.  


     Ever so carefully, Patrick snuck up on the little fellow and snatched him in his hands.  Right then he commanded the leprechaun to take him to the buried treasure.  After much traveling, the leprechaun led him to baseball-sized field full of tiger lily flowers. Somewhere out in the midst of the field the leprechaun motioned Patrick to stop.  Then he pointed down.


     Patrick was excited.  Under this flower he would find the treasure.  All he had to do was dig it up.  That’s when he realized he forgot to bring a shovel.  After a few moments of thought, he came up with a plan.  He reached into his pocket, pulled out a lump of coal, and placed it at the foot of the flower.  Next, he held the leprechaun even with hid eyes and told it not to pull and tricks or mess with this flower in any way.  After admonishing the little fellow sternly, Patrick let him go. 


     The instant the leprechaun disappeared, Patrick dashed back to his shop for a shovel.  He raced in, snatched up a shovel, dashed out, and flew back the field of tiger lilies.  As he looked out into the field, the broad grin he had wearing vanished.  As far as the eye could see, every tiger lily flower had a lump of coal sitting next to it.  Not a single flower was neglected. Now Patrick didn’t know where to dig. It was hopeless.


     Suddenly, he smiled.  After all, it was only a chance.  Turning, he put the shovel on his shoulder and started walking away.  Now it was the leprechaun’s turn to grin, as he peeked out from behind his flower. He spoke one word…………………. “Gotcha!”


                                 THE END


               Copyright 2008 Louise Tucciarone


 


                                  


     





             Gasifier Forge


                          By Bob Saxon









































1800’s in some municipal; gas systems, know as “wood gas” or “producer gas”. During WWII there were a million cars and trucks in Europe and Japan that used wood or charcoal gasifiers instead of petroleum products.  There are a few people using gasifiers to power vehicles today, but it’s not convenient – the wood has to be prepared and it takes a couple pounds per mile, and there is tar to dispose of and filters to clean. 


     “Clean coal” technology is gasification.  There are power plants of all sizes being run on everything from agricultural and was mill waste of municipal trash.  Some are experimental, and some have been operating for years.  For instance there is a sawmill in remote location that makes enough power from scraps to run the mill and power workers houses during the day.


     There are backpack stoves made from tin cans that use gasification principles, I got started by making one that the designers calls MIDGE (Modified Inverted Downdraft Gasifier Experiment) My forge is just a bigger version with a blower, and I’m operating it in a updraft mode.    Updraft gasifiers have the gas moving up as the fuel is added from the top.  A downdraft gasifier has the gas moving down as the fuel is added from the top.  Inverted downdraft is a batch process; also know as a “top lit updraft”, which is a better description.  It’s used for several types of stoves.  There are also a couple other types that get pretty involved.  Updraft gasifiers produce a relatively cool (80* C) tar-laden gas compared to downdraft (700*C) or top lit updraft types, since the gas passes through the unburnt fuel above rather than the hot charcoal below.  For stove or engines use it’s desirable to have the hot charcoal break down the tar.


     In the future I want to work on generating electricity from wood chips. It looks like the most efficient way is to cool and filter the gas and feed it into an internal combustion engine.  With a diesel you can add the gas to the intake air and the governor will cut back the diesel fuel automatically, down to 10 – 15%.  Engines will burn tar nicely but it condenses in intake ducts and gums up intake valves.  If the waste heat can be used this system might be OK, but I’ve been searching for a way around the IC engine. I looked at steam, but boilers have to be certified, inspected annually and have to be worked on by a licensed technician.  Stirling engines are a possibility but tend to use expensive materials.  A working model can be cheaply but one that will put out a few KW is a different story.
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                           John Riddle


                             Troutville, Virginia


                                  540-977-0247


Craft show/ Oriskany/Sept 27


Farmer’s Market/ Buchanan/ Dec 6 & Dec 13





























                                Richard Bartelt 


                          Appomattox, Virginia


                                434-352-8936 


Volunteer blacksmith demonstrator on most Mondays in the summer time at historic Clover Hill Village near Appomattox. 


























                               Buford Hodges


                      Boones Mill, Virginia


                          540-721-2220 


 Hit & Miss Engine Show/Meadows of Dan/May 24


Southwest Virginia Antique Farm Days/Rocky Mount/June 13-15





























           Charlie Hudson                                        Eric Bourhill


         Rocky Mount, Virginia                         Callaway, Virginia





1.  Both Charlie and Eric assisted and demonstrated with Buford Hodges at the Southwest Virginia Antique Farm Days in Rocky Mount in June. Neither do custom orders.               





                                                                          


























                                       Michael Peay


                                     Roanoke, Virginia





1. Michael used to be a blacksmith demonstrator for Explorer Park on the Park Way near Roanoke for many years. Things do change when you get married and have a child.
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Custom orders (yes) 





If you want real precision hand forged work call Charlie.       





Custom orders (yes)





He is the most active demonstrator of our group and with the most shows. He loves new blacksmithing challenges and he can do most anything with metal





Custom orders (yes)





Specializing in artistic work using horseshoes





Custom orders (yes)





Specializing in making candle stands and holders amongst many other things.





Custom orders (yes)





He is one of our top non-professional smiths. He is willing to make anything you want if he has the time.





Custom orders (yes)





Full Time Professional Master Blacksmith 





Teaches other Blacksmiths at different well known blacksmithing schools in the USA                                                          





Custom orders (No)





He specializes in period 19C and before in talks/demos of the time period with appropriate attire.





Custom orders (No)





He enjoys teaching the basics to people new to this craft 
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Custom orders (no)





This is his first year demonstrating to the public.
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Custom orders (no)
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 for 2008.


     As I start to prepare for 2009 I would appreciate your input on events, demonstrators, places or anything else re: ODBSA
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Thank you Angela Peay for sending a photo of your and Michael’s daughter Micah working hard in Michael blacksmithing shop.  She just turned two.





    Congratulations to Wendell Wyland for making one of his first hand forge items for the Iron-in-the-Hat. Thanks to Glen Bryant who demonstrated how to make the cross for us at his shop.


    Thank you Wendell Brooks for bringing all the historic wrought iron wares that you have accumulated over the years. This was some of best that I have ever seen and I’m sure, expensive to purchase.  Even Jim Slining referred to them many times. Hope you bring it again some day. I understand that Charlie Hanks borrowed a piece to duplicate (an intricate wall hook for a betty lamp). 


   



































   





  





ODBSA group photo was taken at Barbara and L.T. Skinnell home in Bedford, VA on August 9, 2008. Master Blacksmith/Teacher Jim Slining did some excellent demonstrations for us in L.T.’s Otter Hill Forge.





Directions: Look for Charlie & Shirley's signs when getting close: If you have not been here before, please plan on extra, extra driving time because of the hills, mountains, turns and watch your roads carefully.  Good Luck. �1. From the South (Gretna, Danville) going North & from the north (Lynchburg) going South on route 29: Take the VA-43 ramp toward ALTAVISTA / LEESVILLE. 0.2 miles Turn LEFT onto VA-43 / BEDFORD AVE. Continue to follow VA-43. 6.5 miles Turn LEFT onto CHELLIS FORD RD. 2.2 miles Turn LEFT onto MT AIRY RD 2 miles ((look for Mail Box on left with sign Iron from the Fire) Turn left at mail box onto narrow gravel road and their home is at the end.  �2. From the West going East toward Bedford on route 460 Near Bedford take the US-460-BR E ramp toward VA-43 / BEDFORD. 0.3 miles Merge onto US-221 N / US-460 BR E. 1.0 miles Turn RIGHT onto VA-43 S / SOUTH ST. Continue to follow VA-43 S. 12.0 miles Turn RIGHT onto VA-43. 8.7 miles Turn RIGHT onto CHELLIS FORD RD. 2.2 miles Turn LEFT onto MT AIRY RD 2miles (look for Mail Box on left with sign Iron from the Fire) Turn left at mail box on narrow gravel road and their home is at the end �4. From Roanoke area you can also take VA-24 E / E WASHINGTON AVE. Continue to follow VA-24 E. 24.5 miles Turn RIGHT onto VA-24 / VA-43. 2.5 miles Turn RIGHT onto VA-43. 8.7 miles Turn RIGHT onto CHELLIS FORD RD. 2.2 miles Map 9: Turn LEFT onto MT AIRY RD 2miles (look for Mail Box on left with sign Iron from the Fire Forge) Turn left at mail box on narrow gravel road and their home is at the end �
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    Wally Coates is improving in leaps and bounds as you can see.  The Cross stands three foot tall, approximately two foot wide, and the cross is woven out of 18 feet of 9/16” round bar. The contraption at the bottom is the Bridge Church logo.  The engraving on the edges is the Church’s creed: “Bridges Church, Love God, Love Others, Server the World”---Great work Wally!
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      What is gasification?  It is converting solids (biomass, trash, coal) into a gaseous form that will burn.  Basically, it’s just incomplete combustion (pyrolyzation) leaving carbon monoxide, hydrogen, and methane, along with tars and other burnable vapors.  Similar to natural gas (after cleaning up) it was used in the late
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                               ODBSA NEXT EVENT 


                   September 13, 2008 at Lynch Station 





Hosts:                   Shirley and Charlie Hanks


Location:              Iron From the Fire and Blacksmith Shop


                              2400 Mt Airy Rd


                              Lynch Station, Virginia 24571


                              434-369-4519





Refreshments:     Provided by Shirley Hanks


Lunch:                 Provided by Shirley Hanks (Minimum suggested donation is $7.00)





Iron-in-the-Hat: Yes (admission fee is $10 of raffle tickets). All members need to bring an item for the IITH.





Demonstrator:    Charlie Hanks (Charlie is one of our better Journeyman Blacksmith and has taken                


numerous classes at John C Campbell over the last 10 years, a lot with Jerry Darnell. He has one of the cleanest and well-                  equipped shops of our group. Another Journeyman Blacksmith L.T. Skinnell will assist him.





Subject:               The making of an iron tulip.





Hands-on:           Yes, but limited to a small number and equipment etc will be furnished including forges. 


Note: Charlie says that there is very little forge work and when someone is welding we must all remain out side the shop.  Safety is always a priority but especially at this event.


Members who said that they were planning on attending: Charlie Hanks, Shirley Hanks, and L. T. Skinnell, Charlie Boothe, Tom      Harrell, Val Harrell, Wendell Brooks, Glen Bryant, Bob Saxon, William Beaver, Bobby Floyd


Members who said they would like to do hands-on: Bob Saxon, Tom Harrell


You must let me know if you are planning on attending because of the food being prepared for us! 
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Who made this Cross-?





The answer is on the next page.





October 11th Event will be at my shop (Plantation Forge) in Long Island, VA.


Jim Slining plus a special guest, another master blacksmith from Williamburg, will be doing the demonstrations. Friday nite they will demo how to make your own blacksmithing hammer. Sat. subject is not decided yet but it will be some hands on for those that want to. No demo Sunday.





    Jim Slining                     Barbara’s great lunch spread            Inside L.T.’s shop with Jim demonstrating











