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   Iron from the Fire Blacksmith Shop & Forge Hands-on Participants


                                                    At


                      Lynch Station, VA on September 13, 2008 


           


           Bottom left to right: Andy Hasty, John Riddle, Wendell Wyland, Glen Bryant, Randy Cox


           Top left to right: Charlie Boothe, Charlie Hudson, L.T. Skinnell, Bob Saxon, Rick Martin


                                        Ted Crockett, Charlie Hanks, Val Harrell and Tom Harrell





                                      Thank you Shirley and Charlie Hanks for everything!





                                           Gratitude 


     


       All in attendance at the hands-on event at Charlie Hanks Iron from the Fire Blacksmith Shop and Forge really appreciate what Shirley and Charlie Hanks provided for all. The direction signs on the many roads made it easy for members who had never been to ya’ll place were excellent. There were parking signs, coffee, soft drinks, bottled water, refreshments and a delicious lunch of Barbecue, etc that were provided, just made our day at your home and shop really enjoyable. We again want to give a very special thanks to Shirley and her sister and her children for helping.


       It took a lot of time and effort on your part to prepare for such an event. Thank you! 


      Charlie provided all the metal needed, coal, and all of his equipment for his students (us) to complete the metal flower. 


      I think the biggest surprise of the day was Charlie’s own instruction manuals they he had printed for all of us on how to make the flower. This was first class and exceptional! It would be nice if this started a trend for future events. It’s a lot of work but what a wonderful aid! 





   






























































  








Some e-mail that I received:


       What a great time and learning experience yesterday was. We should, and I know you will in the next newsletter" thank Charlie Hanks for all that he supplied including the very useful books of "instructions" that he gave to each person in attendance. His and L.T.’s so patient assistance and instruction was invaluable. Tom Harrell


  


   Charlie Hanks and LT Skinnell did a super job instructing the people on making the flower. This was an excellent class on making a flower. I enjoyed it very much. Everything went very well.  John Riddle
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19 pages in Charlie’s instruction manual
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        Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Next Event


               Will be Held at the Plantation Forge on


                           October 10 & 11, 2008 





Host:                   Jocelyne & Bobby Floyd (Buttercup Plantation)


                             816 Honeybee Road


                             Long Island, VA


                             434-335-5621


Refreshment:      Coffee, bottled water and soft drinks (both days)


Supper:                Friday at 5:30 pm (Lasagna & salad)


Breakfast:            Saturday at 8:00 am for those that spent the night (sawmill grave and homemade buttermilk biscuits)


Lunch:                  Saturday at 12 noon (make your own sandwiches with deli items provided)


Supper:                Saturday at 5:00 pm for those that want Jocelyne’s Chicken Creole 





Friday Night:      Starts at 7:00 pm ----Demonstration will be “learn to make your own Blacksmithing Hammer” (No hands-on)


Demonstrator:    Master Blacksmith Jim Slining





Saturday:           Demonstration will be “learning to make a “Fire Dog.” This will be hands-on for those that want to. Charlie Boothe and I will have at least six stations for you, plus John Riddle is bringing one. 


Demonstrators: Master Blacksmiths Jim Slining and Steve Mankowski


Brief Bio of:     Steve Mankowski  started blacksmithing at Genesee Country Museum up in New York State back in the summer of 1981. He worked briefly at a couple of small museum blacksmith shops in the state and came down to Williamsburg to take an apprentice position at the Anderson blacksmith shop in the spring of 1988. He says that he has enjoyed working in the Anderson Blacksmithing Shop at Colonial Williamsburg for the past twenty years.


                          Jim Slining is the owner of Foothill Trades in Stuarts Draft, VA. He has been blacksmithing for nearly 30 years and in this time has worked as a Journeyman Blacksmith at Colonial Williamsburg for nearly a decade, taught blacksmithing at different schools including John C Campbell, demonstrated to different organizations across the USA and he specializes in historic reconstruction metal wares including Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest and presently at James Madison’s home Montpelier.


Note:               (1) All that are interested in doing hands-on, please bring your own hammer, ¾ inch tongs if you have one and anything else that you think you will need.


                        (2) If you’re planning on attending either or both days please let me know and also, let me know if you want to do hands-on training Saturday.
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      Note from Dale Morse





Hi Bobby,�     Great to hear from you today. Below is a synopsis of the demo we did at Booker T. park and of how my school is progressing. �      On Saturday September 13th, I returned home. Not literally home as in the domicile in which I live, but rather the shop in which I launched my career. I began blacksmithing in the little lean-to shop located at Booker T Washington National Monument off highway 122 in Franklin County. The year was 1976 and there was a big program planned for Memorial Day. I stayed and worked at the park most weekends during the summer for the next ten years. This past Saturday, I got to return for the Harvest Festival. Not much has changed over the last 32 years. I had helpers this time, Eric Bourhill and Rick Green assisted me and I them as we worked the old stone forge and leather two chamber bellows built by Dick Angle, who came and sat with us for about two hours during our demonstrations. Our first task was to secure the leg vice and replace its spring which I think has been missing at least since I was nine years old. We then made a pair of tongs and a thumb latch all the time talking to the visitors that numbered 430 throughout the day. Besides our theatrics in the blacksmith shop, there was basket making by Dan Young. Also there were demos of wool spinning, knitting, tobacco twists and cigars, and wood fire cooking in the kitchen cabin. There was also excellent food vendors, wagon rides and live music. It was such a great success, plans are in the works for next years summer living history program at the park. I recommend it to everyone as a great way to spend a fun Saturday. �     In other news, I have partnered my school, Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing, with Piedmont Virginia Community College for this fall. You can register for classes through either web site, but it is preferred to register through the college. Higher participant numbers helps them with their funding and the students also get continuing education credit. Their web site is www.pvcc.edu. We are also going to offer classes for the spring schedule as well. I hope to see some of you in the shop for classes. Remember, if you don't see a class on the schedule that addresses your interests, let me know. If I get enough people with a common or similar goal, I will design a custom class.


                                                                            Dale Morse





          Thread the Needle


   By the Northwest Blacksmith Association








  Just Talking and Current News


                            By Bobby Floyd





     First let me congratulate “everyone” (100%) that was planning on attending the last event at Shirley and Charlie Hanks home on the 13th September for telling me you were planning on attending and the one that could not make it did let me or Charlie H know that you were unable to attend. Because of this, Shirley was able to prepare the lunch for the correct amount of members/guests. Thank you all for your consideration.


     I called Dale Morse to discuss if ODBSA could have an event at his shop on the second Saturday in March 2009. Dale’s shop is absolutely the best place to have hands-on training as attested by all in attendance at his shop this year for hands-on training. It has new anvils, new forges and all kinds of equipment for us to use. Dale has agreed to teach us all how to make at least twelve different kinds of twist in metal in hands-on training for those that want to do it.


     I had asked in the last Newsletter if the people that attended Jim Slining demo at L.T.’s shop if they had the time to make a Butterfly Hinge for our next event to see if all did actually learn how to do it. It was interesting to see some variations in the hinges that I saw at Charlie H event from all that did it. I learned a few things that I was doing wrong because of seeing yours. Thank you Charlie H, Charlie B and Glen B for letting me view your Butterfly Hinges. 


    I’m looking forward to seeing some of your finished flowers in Iron that you learned to do from Charlie Hanks and L.T. Skinnell at our next event at my place.


     I would like to thank Mark Kinsley for sending an item to the Iron-in-the-Hat and sending money to buy raffle tickets at L.T. event. He also sent an item for the Iron-in-the-Hat at the Charlie H’s Event. Mark had to work and could not attend either event. Mark your consideration and action is first class! We all thank you for your support.


     It has been interesting to see Glen Bryant coming to the last two events on a Harley Davidson motorcycle with his movie recorder to film our events. Both drives to the events from Clifton Forge were either chilly or wet for Glen. 


     I am pleased to tell you that Glen has agreed to host our event in April of next year at Clifton Forge. We all had such a great time at his last one and we all look forward to this one. It was the best-attended event of the last three years. 


    We all know when Tom Harrell does iron work; it is near perfection, as attested to by the wonderful items that he has donated to the Iron-in-the-Hat. Many of you might not know but he is a Tinsmith. I have asked Tom if he would consider demonstrating this craft to us next September at Charlie Hanks shop. He is considering it but there are some problems about all the equipment that he will need there. I’m sure Tom will figure it all out.


     The Iron-in-the-Hat was exceptional with the quality and quantity of items donated at the Charlie H Event especially when the membership/guests turnout was lower than normal. Thanks a lot to everyone in attendance for your donations.


   There are still a few members that have not donated a hand-forged item to the raffle. Why I do not know because I have been told that they’re really getting good in there blacksmithing work. We all love to see what others are doing and it helps justify why we have this association:  sharing our Blacksmithing knowledge.


  





     Jerry Jones has been under the weather the last few weeks and could not attend our last event.  We all wish him a speedy recovery.


    We would like to thank John Riddle, Andy Hasty and Wendell Wyland for the photos taken at the last event in Jerry Jones absence.


    Our newest member Ted Crockett got his first taste of blacksmithing at Charlie H’s Event with hands-on at a rivet forge that Charlie H had provided for us which we put under a shade tree. Charlie Boothe and I introduced Ted to the basics. Ted was a quick learner and Charlie said after the event, that Ted really had good hammer control for his first time ever blacksmithing.


     I have added a new page on our Web site call Public Demonstrators. This page lists all our members who have demonstrated for the public and most have their own portable forges. My hope is that this will make it easier for someone looking for a public demonstrator to find one from our Web site and also, maybe, help get some business for those that do Custom Orders. 


     Charlie B and I have purchased a pipe bender; so if you need pipe legs for your blower, etc and have the pipe, talk with Charlie Boothe and he will probably bend it for you.


     We have a good number of ODBSA members that live in or near Roanoke. If any of you know of place where we could start having one of our events there, please let me know. We all have no problem bringing our own lunches or eating out. 


      Iron–in-the-Hat Items for August & September’s events: Hand-made items are in dark: 


Wendell Wyland-cross; Glen Bryant-home made forge welding flux; Charlie Boothe-home made jar of metal wax finish; Andy Hasty-candle holder; Glen Bryant-home made forge welding flux; Glen Bryant-tool for making hinges; Randy Cox-flower arrangement; Charlie Hudson-knife; John Riddle-flower arrangement; L.T.Skinnell-hatchet; Bob Saxon-double hook; Glen Bryant-home made forge welding flux; Tom Harrell-triple hook; Wendell Brooks-poker; L.T.Skinnell-steer head hook; Bobby Floyd-fire rake with knob on end; Bobby Floyd-butterfly hinges; Charlie Hanks-shovel & poker; Bob Saxon-candle holder; Charlie Booth-fire poker; Bobby Floyd-fire rake; L.T.Skinnell-trivet; Bobby Floyd-poker; Glen Bryant-knife; Bobby Floyd-poker; Eric Bourhill-pliers; Mike Wyland-pole vise; Charlie Hanks-ash dump & clinker breaker; Charlie Hanks-metal; Charlie Hanks-oven gloves; Charlie Hanks-shovel; Charlie Hanks-metal; Charlie Hanks-fan; Charlie Hanks-old nails; Charlie Hanks-horse shoes; Charlie Boothe-spring; Charlie Boothe-cut off discs;Bob Saxon-wrist pins; Bob Saxon-axle; Bob Saxon-eye punch from jack hammer bit; Wendell Wyland-bees wax; Jerry Jones-cold roll steel; Mark Kinsley-coil spring; Bettina Wehner- ABA newsletter; Bettina Wehner-ABA newsletters; Rick Martin-Gloves; Ted Crockett-wire brushes; David Tucciarone-book on sheet metal work; Eric Borhill-safety glasses; Wendell Wyland-bees wax; Wendell Wyland-pliers; L.T. Skinnell-vise clamp; Charlie Boothe-cutting disks; Michael Peay-steel; Michael Peay-coal; Mickey Surratt-drag teeth; Mickey Surratt-tool bag. 


     We thank everyone for donated two or more items to the IITH. A very special thanks goes to Charlie Hanks for 


                                                                  Con’t on page 4








 





         Note from Gerald Boggs





     Well, I'm back.  The marathon journey of the last four months is finally over.  Four weeks at Chris Gavin's shop in Baltimore, two months at Touchstone as the Resident Artist for the Blacksmith Studio and lastly two weeks at Penland as Mark Aspery's Assistant. 


      Touchstone went well.  Some of the classes were cancelled, but still I got to attend some good ones.  Fred Crist's on doorknockers and Gothic creatures was my favorite.  Plus I was able to attend a dry stone masonry class and learned to cut big rocks into little rocks.  Very cool and very satisfying.  The last class was on sinking and raising vessels, a class I really enjoyed.  I became involved in the selection and scheduling of next years instructors and because of this, I will get to attend two weeks with Mark Aspery with room and board included next year.   


      However, as much as I enjoyed Touchstone, the two weeks at Penland gets first prize.  If you haven't ever taken a class there, words would fail to convey what a wonderful place it is.  The two weeks working under Mark Aspery as his assistant was equally good.  The class subject was "Leaf making and related tooling.” We spent the first week making the tools and the second using the tools to make leaves.  We made stakes and hammers for the repousse work, but before we could make the hammers, we had to make the hammer eye drifts.  But before we could drift the hammer eyes, we had to make the slot punch to start the eye.  Before we could do that, we had to make a hot cut chisel to cut the steel to size.  Etc....The showpiece was the Acanthus leaf out of 14 gauge plate, but before we could cut out the Acanthus leaf shape, we had to make the cold cut chisel.  


     There was a real focus on providing the student with not only the skill of leaf making, but also the skills at the forge to make their own tools.  We were not allowed to use the grinders and other power tools available; everything was done at the forge. Only if you got behind, could you speed things up with a bit of belt sander use.  


                                                                                    Gerald  


 








                         GB’s Glue Helper





     Glen Bryant’s made some small cans of flux that he donated to the Iron-in-the-Hat at Charlie Hanks Event that was so wanted by everyone there that I asked him to tell us about it. 


     I have been hearing about using boric acid and iron oxide at several of our meetings. I used some when I took the class given by Elmer Roush. It worked really well. Several people have told me I could get the iron oxide at places that sell pottery supplies, but I didn’t know of any pottery places so I found it on the Internet. I got it from Phil Summers, 6331 Tillman Rd., Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46816 (off of ebay). The price was $16.95 plus $8.80 shipping for 3 lbs. The boric acid can be picked up at the Dollar Store. It was sold as 100 % boric acid roach powder. Elmer told me to mix the iron oxide and boric acid 50-50 by volume. I have been putting this on at a red heat and it works well. I used it on the hinge I made and welded it in the gas forge without any problems. It didn't bleed out around the weld like the borax.


                                                                            Glen
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    I just purchased this wood handle, belt driven blower from Charlie Hanks at his Event. 


   It is a very simple design with a 12-inch blower with no ball bearings. 


   Can anyone tell me whom you think made it, for there are no markings, and the approximate date of when it was manufactured?





 








Directions:� From South (Danville area) 29 North to Gretna-29 North Bus. In Gretna to traffic light. Turn right (40 east) go 10 miles to Mount Airy. Turn left on 640. Stay on 640 to 761. Turn right on 761. Stay on 761 You will see Straightstone Baptist Church keep on 761 and turn right on 3rd paved road from Church. Honeybee rd rte 639-----  white mail box on right  #816. Gravel driveway is ½ mile . �From East (Brookneal) 40 West to Cody (brick country store) at Cody- turn right on 640 and stay on 640 to dead end. Turn left on 639- When you see sign of leave Halifax county enter Pittsylvania Co. it is 1st driveway on left –white mailbox #816 –Gravel driveway is ½ mile long.� From North (Lynchburg) 29 south to traffic light at rte24. Turn left (24 east) to 501. On 501 go south to Gladys (approx 8 miles). In Gladys at Texaco station (on your left) TURN RIGHT onto rte 761 to Long Island and cross railroad tracks and stay on 761 past Staunton river bridge for 2 to 2 and half miles. Turn left on rte 639 (Honeybee Rd) to 2rd mailbox on right (White box # 816). Gravel driveway is ½ mile. If using 501- Stay on 501 south to Gladys and follow above directions from Gladys �From West using Rte 40 Stay on 40 east until 10 miles past Gretna to Mt Airy. Turn left on 640 and stay until 761- turn right on 761 and stay on 761 (you will see Straightstone Baptist church) keep on 761 to the 3 rd paved road on the right. Turn right onto rte 639 Honeybee Rd. Our driveway is at the 3rd mailbox on right (white box #816). Gravel driveway is ½ long. 


There are all kinds of ways to get here: you can use Map Quest or any state map to help you.�
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      I had heard about “thread the needle” for a couple of years but did not know how it worked. Here is NWBA version of it for a contest they have planned. This all comes from their quarterly Newsletter called Hot Iron News.  


    OBJECT: Take the 18” of ½”round bar (provided), slit and drift a 3/8”round eye at the 6” punch mark, draw out the remaining short end into a continuous taper and thread the 





taper back through the eye.


     WINNER: The smith who draws the most taper through the eye. 


     RULES: The task must be completed within six minutes and use no more than four heats. Contestant’s time will begin with the first hammer blow and end six minutes later. Contestants may not forge on the taper after it has been inserted into the eye.  Damage to the anvil or tools will cause disqualification.  The timer will give warning of one-minute left to forge and count down of the last ten seconds. (Note: Special “Skirt the Rules” Clause) if, during the forging the stock it becomes more than one piece, it will need to forge welded back together during the time allotted.


     Ok, I now see how it works. Anyone interested in competing in a contest? You have from now until July of next year at Danny Ward’s Horseshoe School to practice.


     





                           Con’t from page 3


donating 10 different items at his event. There was a great donation to IITH by Mike Wyland (pole vise) at LT’s event.                                                                                                                                   


        �   





     While Jocelyne and I were on a visit to Missy, Wally and Rachel Coates beautiful home in Pfafftown, NC next to Winston Salem, this photo was taken next to their blacksmithing shop this month. Missy says that she is 100% now.
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     This photo of Missy, Rachael, Wally, Randy and Jocelyne was taken at the Apple Festival in the Historic (Moravian) Bethabara Park in Winston Salem September 20th.   We had met up with Randy Cox’s that was set up and demonstrating, displaying and selling his beautiful hand-forged copper wares to the public. There was no blacksmithing demonstrating this year but the hope is that Missy and Wally will demonstrate there next year. They are considering saying yes. It is only about 5 miles from their home.  





     I apologized to Missy Coates for leaving her off the list in our last Newsletter re: “members that have demonstrated to the public”. She did work with and demonstrated with some North Carolina blacksmiths and Billy Phelps’ last October at the Dixie Classic event in Winston Salem.
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Charlie Hanks show room with items that he has made.
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 Charlie Hanks forge inside his nice large, clean, well-equipped shop.
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Randy Cox is brazing together his metal flower that he made at Charlie Hanks shop.





         CB’s Peanut Butter


     This is another item that was donated to the IITH that most members wished they had won. Charlie’s Boothe uses this recipe for metal protection; it looks like peanut butter.


     He uses a double boiler:


 (1) Melt ½ cup of bees wax


 (2) Add 1 cup of Johnson’s paste wax


 (3) Add 1 cup of turpentine 


 (4) Add 1 cup boiled linseed oil


 (5) Add 2 tablespoons of Japan Dryer (Sherman Williams)


Note: This produces a natural finish. Charlie put it on with ½” brush with the metal temperature about 150 degrees. He says the metal that he has used it on lasted over a year outside with no rust.  


       





The following have told me that they are planning on attending Friday’s evening event:                                


Tom Harrell        Will spend the night in our home


Val Harrell          Will spend the night in our home


Bob Saxon          Will spend the night in our home


Bobby Floyd 


Charlie Boothe 


Jim Slining          Will spend the night in our home


Ted Crockett 


John Riddle         Will spend the night in our home


Note: Anyone that wants to camp out is welcome to do so.





The following have told me that they are planning on attending Saturday’s event. The ones with a * said they want to participate in hands-on training:


* Tom Harrell       


* David Tucciarone                                                    


* Bob Saxon                                


* Bobby Floyd                              


* Charlie Boothe                           


*  Wally Coates                             


* Andy Hasty ???                                


* John Riddle                                 


* Ted Crockett                              


* Rick Martin ???


                       











Charlie Hudson ??? 


Jerry Jones ???                            


Jim Slining                                 


Steve Mankowski                       


George Juettner                           


Phylis Juettner                            


Missy Coates                          


 Renee Boothe                           


 Val Harrell 


        Plus 12 other Guests                       


                              





*All items are combustible, so be careful!





Mr. Bryant we met yesterday at the treasure mountain festival, I was the guy who pestered you all day and you gave the cross to.  It was very informative and I wanted to let you know that you inspired me to try for myself today.  While I didn't have any of the right equipment I still gave it a shot lol.  I built a wood fire in a charcoal grill and blasted the coals from the top with a shop vac. then realized i didn't have any steel stock, a quick look around the basement I came up with some 3” nails. In the BBQ they went.  I now understand why your tongs are so long after trying to fish the now red hot nails out of a large mound of coals with a pair of small channel locks I finally resorted to the BBQ tongs to fish them out then transfer to the channel locks if they were still hot enough to strike after getting the right grip on them (which wasn't as often as you would hope) I then went to my anvil.  Since I didn't have anything large or heavy enough to be an anvil I took my wood splitting maul and buried into the end of a cut log and used the sledgehammer end as an anvil.  I then got 2 or 3 hits with a claw hammer until it was too cold to work.  Needless to say I had a blast today and I wanted to thank you for taking the time to talk with me yesterday, I’m sure you hear people say all day long they think they will give try but never hear back so I thought I would drop you a line and show you what I did with the most primitive tools and skill.  a very primitive chain.  Attached is a picture.  While the chain is only 8 links long and is of laughable quality I thought you might enjoy knowing you had me out there hammering and sweating today.  I now will have to start hitting the auctions to find real tools and I now have to build a real forge, I'm thinking of a rim instead of a brake drum and next time I'm trying charcoal.  Ok enough rambling from me I just really wanted to thank you so thanks.�





�





     I had just completed this Newsletter and was just about to send it out to everyone when Glen Bryant telephoned me about 10 pm on Monday and told me about his three days demonstrating at the Treasure Mountain Festival with 10 hour days. Then he said, he had just sent me a copy of an e-mail that he had just received and then relayed the story to me. “I just could not stop laughing.” In some ways we have all been there. So, this morning I decided that all of you should enjoy and appreciate this blacksmith’s story as told by the writer himself and have added this seventh page to this Newsletter. Here is the copy of his e-mail. 








