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      Well, the event at my home with Master Blacksmiths Jim Slining and Steve Mankowski was again very interesting, fun and educational for everyone there.


     I cannot thank Charlie Boothe enough for he spent a lot of time helping me prepare for this event. He had brought his blacksmithing trailer plus two of his beautifully restored rivet forges, four anvils, and two pole vises loaded in the back of pick-up during the week and on Thursday night assembled it all. Folks, this was a lot of work on his part to make this event successful for all of us.


     We were pleased that Tom Harrell arrived early on Friday. He and I had a chance to talk and exchange ideas about everything. As the day wore on others arrived for the night session with Master Jim Slining as our demonstrator:  Bob Saxon and his dog Charm arrived, Jim Slining and his son Caleb, David Hinshaw and his wife Rhonda, David Tucciarone and his wife Louise, Charlie Boothe with his wife Renee and daughter Carrie, Johnny Layne and blacksmith (35 years) Don Cornell and wife Joan from Maryland. In the back of Cook House we all enjoyed a meal (lasagna) prepared by my wife Jocelyne. 


     The evening demonstration with Master Blacksmith Jim Slining on how to make a blacksmithing hammer using wrought iron with pieces of steel (file) forge welded to the face and peen started at 7:00 pm and finished about 9:30 pm.  This is something that I have always wanted to see demonstrated and Jim did an excellent job of teaching and explaining everything to all in attendance. Charlie B brought his rivet forges insides the shop and was putting creek clay in his rivet forges as a liner while Jim was demonstrating, for Charlie did not want to miss anything. Journeyman Blacksmith Steve Mankowski from Colonial Williamsburg arrived just as Jim had finished.


     Because Jocelyne and I have a “gift of gab”, this was exciting times for we had guests for Friday evening and most were spending the night in the “suburbs of the boonies” as my wife says. Tom, Jim and Caleb had bedrooms in the Manor House while Bob with his dog Charm and Steve had beds in the old renovated Cook House (1825). Steve said the next morning that he slept well in the rope bed with a feather tick, but I think he was being polite because I had forgotten to tighten the ropes and I know it had to be uncomfortable. You have heard the saying “sleep tight and don’t let the bedbugs bite”. I know we did not have bedbugs but he did not sleep tight.


     David and Louise Tucciarone camped out in their tent and they survived even though it was cool and the dogs barking. 


     Jocelyne and I were up early Sat. morning to prepare for the day. Jocelyne had prepared most everything for lunch and dinner before hand but now she was preparing breakfast with home made buttermilk biscuits with sausage patties and sawmill gravy plus bagels, buns etc. 


    Saturday went like clock work, people arriving, parking, dogs barking, signing in, getting name tags, socializing, donating items to iron-in-the-Hat, buying raffle tickets, drinking coffee all while the green coal of my forge was beginning to give off that dark sweet smell of smoke. 


     Jim and Steve within two hours in the morning had completed the demonstration of a firedog (andirons) and answered a lot of questions. This was a terrific demonstration by two extremely 


     











gifted Smiths.


     The lunch spread was another highlight of the day. We had various deli meats (angus roast beef-angus pastrami-ham-turkey breast), several kinds of rolls, potato salad, cole slaw, pasta salad; desserts included Phyllis Juettner’s special dump cake—award winning bread pudding—banana pudding and Kathy Liston’s delicious toll house cookie bars- best of all, Kathryn St john had a spectacular cake, decorated with anvil, hammer 7 horseshoes. Of course, Anne Hussey’s most delicious apple cake was also a hit. Thank you for your excellent contributions. Renee Boothe was an exceptional help with everything. Our appreciation is endless.


     After lunch and the raffle, those that wanted to made the firedog. Steve M and Jim S assisted both John Riddle and Tom Harrell in completing the firedog. Of the eight that said they wanted to, only two made the firedogs. This worked out very well because we had five more people new to this craft than at any other event and ended up with individual forge stations for each to work from.


      I gave a beginner’s presentation at my rock forge with about 12 people in attendance. We had five who took the bull by the horns and went to work to learn this craft (David Hinshaw, Ken Herndon, Jay Abboud, Ted Crockett, and Robert Owens). Again thanks to Charlie Boothe and David Tucciarone for assisting all the beginner participants.


       For the few remaining around 5:30 pm (Steward Smith, Rhonda Crabtree, Charlie Boothe, Carrie Boothe, Renee Boothe, David Hinshaw, Jay Abboud), Jocelyne had prepared one of my favorite meals chicken creole that was served in back of the old Cook House for supper.


     Thank you Jim Slining and Steve Mankowski for sharing your expertise of blacksmithing with us all and we had a ball with you guys.


     I think the two-day event exemplified what ODBSA is all about: helping and sharing what we know and don’t know about this craft with each other.  My wife and I thank you all for attending our and Charlie Boothe’s Event.








                            Plantation Forge Event


                                                                      By Bobby Floyd





        In Memory of Shiloh


              


    My friend and companion for over 10 years passed away Sunday night the 12th October in our Sun Room, the next day after our Blacksmithing Event at our home.


    Oh, how we all get attached to our animals! This Golden Retriever was an exceptional “man’s best friend”. He went everywhere with me and was always at my feet, every time I started to build a fire in my forge, he would always lay next to a stump that my old anvil rested on, but when I said to him “it’s time to move Shiloh”, he would only then slowly find another place in my shop to rest and observe.


     My wife had the choice of the litter and she chose the largest one of the group as per my request. Most people that saw him at about a year old said that he was the largest Golden Retriever that they had ever seen. He also had the biggest heart of any animal that we have ever had. Loving everyone with never any signs of anger.  Our friends have told me that he was very protective of his home with his aggressive barking when we were away.


    My one regret is that we could never stop him from occasionally chewing on rocks and his worn out teeth were evident when he aged. He loved to retrieve anything that was thrown or that he thought was thrown. Until the last 6 months of his life, when I sat down to take a break, he would bring me things that he wanted me to throw and would bug me until I did so. He would search until he had the object. Always, returning with it in his mouth, tail wagging and, we believe, with a smile on his face and then drop it in our lap. 


   Once when we had a get together outside at our plantation in which about 50 acquaintances attended that were really interested in history, he showed everyone that he was a retriever. I had asked everyone to please not throw any black walnuts that were lying on the ground. There is always one that does not listen and everybody paid the price. I do believe that everyone walked away that day with a walnut stain on his/her dress or pants.


    He wanted so much to be with Jocelyne and I all the time that when we went inside the house and the door would close he would put his head in the closing door’s way. Sometimes when we did not want him in the house we had to put a foot on his head and push him back. He would always, when in the house while I was eating, be at my feet and if I got up, I would have to step over him. He was also known as Jocelyne’s kitchen carpet. 


    He knew many human words but his favorites were: “Are you ready and where is the ball?”


    Some of you might remember our Shiloh whom I called the old man for he looked old and sick. Even Sunday afternoon when he could not walk anymore without falling, when I called his name he would wag his wonderful golden tail. 


    Tears come to my eyes as I write this, I must say with sadness in my heart------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Good-bye my friend! -----------------------
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  Current News & Just Talking


   * I would like you to welcome our five Newest ODBSA Members who participated in the Green Coal Stations at the last Event. All did extremely well and are on their way to being blacksmithing teacher to others new to this craft. 
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     Ok, we all know that at most of our events this year we have had less members attending than the previous two years. The extremely good news is that we are beginning to replace the ones who are no longer coming with new membership, so there is hope that we can keep on trucking. 


    It is strange how things change.  The first year our largest concern was that we had too many members at our events for the size of shops that we were using for our demonstrations. This year, sometimes, when I saw that the attendance was going to be low I would call some of you with a reminder of the next event.  This really helped in attendance but should not be necessary. 


     No one can please everyone and everyone has an opinion, but we do welcome any suggestions. 


    I really do look forward to the Iron-in-the-Hat raffle like many of you but there are always many that donate more items than others; some that buy many more raffle tickets than others, some who have said they don’t like anything on the table, some who will not make any hand forge items but could, some that don’t 
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have the time to make something during the month but want to and some that do not donate anything to the raffle. 


     The raffle is the only means we have to pay our expenses (mainly demonstrators, mailing of Newsletters & computer expenses) and to showcase our skills/improvements.  Some say that we should not have paid demonstrators but just have our members demonstrate. Others say that we should also have dues.  


     We have had events where we use the donation jar to help cover refreshments and lunch expenses and yet some do not donate.


    The real question is how to make it equal and fair for everyone in attendance and yet make enough money to continue what we have successfully been providing to every member  --- the opportunity to learn this craft? We are falling short to continue the same.   


    In the last few months we have raised the minimum raffle tickets from $2 to $10 and the suggested lunch provided by our host be increased from $5 to $7 to cover the short fall of people not donating. These changes have helped some.


   The next event at David’s we will try something totally different. There will be NO Iron-in-the-Hat raffle. This will be as fair and equal to everyone as we can provide. When you sign in you will also pay our Administrator $20. Of which seven dollars will go to our host for refreshments and lunch. If no lunch is provided you will pay Thirteen dollars.


    As I said, you cannot please everyone. The feedback so far: 1. What if I want to bring my own lunch? 2. I never have any refreshment, so why should I pay. 3. I have allergies to certain foods provided. 4. We could possibly lose membership if we make everyone pay this way. 5. If I bring my spouse or child do they also have to pay the $20?


    If we lose membership using this system, so be it. This is the fairest system to everyone. If you say that you are planning on attending an event and you want to bring your own lunch, that’s ok, but you must tell me in advance so that I can tell our host that you will not be eating what they have prepared. As far as the ones that do not partake in refreshments, I’m sorry but it is a package deal if you take the lunch. Spouses and children will always be free to attend, even if they are members. As far as lunch and refreshments for them, the spouses should pay the $7 but for the children, you decide how much.


     For the Events where we have our own non paid members demonstrate we will probably continue to have the Iron-in-the-Hat raffle. Each Newsletter will have in it the process that we will be using at the next event.


     * What’s in store next year for this association? Only time will tell for certain but we have some events already planned. January will be at Sunrise Forge in Rustburg. In March Dale Morse will show us how to make different kinds of twist in his shop/school in Charlottesville. This is a hands-on event for those that want to. April’s event will be at Glen Bryant’s farm in Clifton Forge (what we will do is undecided). May’s Event will be at my place in Long Island and again we are undecided as to what we will do. June’s Event will be in Bedford at L.T. Skinnel shop with L.T. and Randy Cox demonstrating. July’s Event will be in Martinsville at Danny Ward Horseshoe School again undecided what we will do. September’s Event will be at Charlie Hanks shop in Lynch Station with our own Tom Harrell demonstrating Tinsmithing.


     *Due to Glen Bryant recent public blacksmith demonstration in WV and Charlie Boothe and I demonstrating in Callands we now have three new members (Jay Abboud, Ken Herdon and David Henshaw).  This seems to be an excellent way to invite new people who are really interested in this craft to join us. We all enjoy sharing our blacksmithing experiences with new members. This next event would be a good time to invite someone that’s interested.





   Mis-Adventures in Blacksmithing


                          By Jay Abboud





OK, here it goes again! I wanted to thank everyone who came out to the last event, which was my first event; you guys made it great; I had a blast.  I can also see that this is probably going to be an addiction as well lol.  It’s funny how little things start to change the way you see the world.  My wife and I went to the crime and punishment museum in Washington DC and they had many items of torture such as beheading axes, shackles, and asst. weaponry; now that I know what it takes to make them, I had a much bigger appreciation for them as well as trying to figure out what I can try to recreate with my meager skills lol.  After the museum, my wife and I went to dinner and just when she thought she was safe and done hearing me drone on and on about what it takes to make this, or how much work went into that, we walked past a large old church with a hand made wrought iron railing. Luckily she let me ogle it for a bit before getting bored and make me keep walking to the metro.  She thought that was bad. Tomorrow we go to the Maryland renaissance festival that should really be a true test of her saint like patience with me.  Well! for those of you who don't know me, I'm the dummy bending nails in the BBQ grill from the last newsletter and when I find something I like, it kinda takes over all aspects of what I do.  I get bit by a bug and it’s bad until all my friends and family just want to put their fingers in their ears and run away screaming lol.  I think if I keep writing Bobby might have to give me my own page in the newsletter and we can call it something like Mis-Adventures in Blacksmithing. Pretty snazzy right?  Well! As I told you, I got bit bad and happened to be driving thru West Virginia and thought: ok this is cool, it’s coal country out here and maybe I’ll find a source close to home for coal (I live near Front Royal, VA).  I figured plenty of people out here probably have coal stoves for heating.  I must have stopped at 10 different stores, hardware stores, farm stores, feed stores and all of them looked at me like I was from Mars when I asked them about coal.  So I was a little dejected after all the nopes and no ideas.  While driving down a major highway I saw a small coal vein about 40 feet up a cliff from where they blasted for a road so while driving and trying to figure out how I could get up to it to and dig out my own coal I happened to see another larger vein that only was about 20 feet up and a bunch of loose coal at ground level.  Needless to say traffic behind me wasn't appreciative of the "treasure" I saw when I locked up the brakes and pulled off onto the shoulder.  The traffic was heavy enough that I had to wait like 10 minutes until I could open the door and hop out so, while I was sitting there I was trying to figure out what I was going to tell the police when they responded to a nutcase causing traffic backups cause he was running around on the side of the road acting suspicious.  I never came up with a good excuse and luckily the police never showed up to test my "story telling" (well call it that cause I wouldn't want to lie to an officer of the law).  In about 20 minutes of running around I had picked up about 150 lbs of coal.  The mis in this mis-adventure came when I brought some of the coal with me to the event at Bobby's place and found out that the coal I had found isn't good coal; its full of impurities, but it was still worth looking like a lunatic in West Virginia; I had fun.  I'm also sending some pics of what I made while at the green coal hands on while at Bobby's house. Bobby's house is awesome; if you haven't been there yet, you need to go the next time he hosts an event. When I first got there I knew we were kindred spirits. I felt like the pied piper when getting out of the car with all the dogs following me up (I also have 6 dogs lol). 





His shop set up is something that turned me slightly green with envy. I liked the benches and also the chalkboard was a great idea; even the guys from Williamsburg doing the demo liked that. The Iron in the Hat was the next thing I went to, there where lots of things on the table that were donated that I wanted.  I won twice in the drawing so I was excited. Whoever won the hatchet head should go to Vegas cause I know half my tickets went into that cup it was probably the most wanted item there.  I couldn’t believe how much food there was for lunch and I ended up staying so long that day, they invited me for dinner as well.  I made a hook for my first project and the second started out as a leaf but I ended up making it a flux spoon.  These are the first and second things I’ve ever made unless you count the chain of nails, then it’s second and third lol. Many thanks to your wife and whoever helped with that spread that was above and beyond my expectations.  I left my house that morning around 4:30am and didn’t get home until 11:00pm. What a great day! Thanks again Bobby and every one else for making my first event so great; I hope to see you all at the next event.  �
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                          First Rope Twist





                Jay’s Coal Find
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Group Photo








  Master Blacksmith Steve Mankowski





    Master Blacksmith Jim Slinning
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              By Jerry Jones and John Riddle
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          Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Next Event 


                               Will be held on Saturday November 8th, 2008





Host:                     Louise & David Tucciarone  (SunRise Forge)


                              9332 Ward Road


                              Rustburg, Virginia 24588


                              434-821-8424


Start Time:          10:00 am- It is suggested that everyone come early to sign in, pay the $20 ($7.00 of 


which is for lunch/refreshments), check in/out books from Library  & socialize.  9:00 am is not too early.


Finish Time:        It will last at least to 3:00 pm


Refreshments:     Provided by Louise Tucciarone


Lunch:                 Provided by Louise Tucciarone---Spaghetti


Iron-in-the-Hat: Not at this event





Demonstrator:    Master Blacksmith/Teacher David Tucciarone


Subject:               Beginners class starts in the morning plus any questions that you might have will be answered. A few questions submitted so far: (1) How do you make a lambs tongue? Don’t know what it is, come as see how David makes it. (2) How to braze in a coal fire (3) Explanation on types of coal for blacksmiths.  If you have other questions, please let me know and I will relay them to David. This is not a hands-on event. My suggestion for new members is to take a lot of notes.





 Directions:         Coming from the south (Danville, Chatham, Gretna) on route 29 go about 1/2 mile past where route 24 intersects. Sunrise Forge sits off some on the left side and you will need to go past it and turn around because there is no crossover in front of his place (it is across the street from used tractor place). From Lynchburg go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign (Sunrise Forge). His sign is somewhat faded so look for his yellow mailbox. 





Members/Guests who said that they are planning on attending this event at Sunrise Forge on November 8thare:


David Tucciarone


Louise Tucciarone


Charlie Boothe


Johnny Boothe


Bobby Floyd


Glen Bryant


Wendell Wyland


John Riddle


David Hinshaw


Tom Harrell


Val Harrell


Andy Hasty


Ted Crockett


Jay Abboud


David Brown





Note: (1) There will be no event in December. The Next Event will be at SunRise Forge on Saturday January 10, 2009. The demonstrator will be Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone and the subject will be Forge welding, treating and tempering metal. 


           (2) It seems that a lot of our members are not returning books and dvds in the three months allotted. If you have had any checked out for over three months they must be returned even if you have to mail them to Wendell Wyland, 147 Apple Way, Madison Heights, Virginia 24572.  We have six new members that need what you have. Thank you 


           (3) We are very pleased to announce that Professional Master Blacksmith/Teacher and ODBSA Vice President in charge of Education David Tucciarone is planning on starting blacksmithing classes in November at his SunRise Forge.  His costs are very reasonable at $110 a day if he has two people and $150 a day if only one. The main day of teaching will be on Saturdays but is willing to discuss additional days of Fridays and Sundays. He said that he will be starting with beginner courses but is open to other subjects for more advanced blacksmiths. For beginners, David usually has them making a fireplace poker as the first project. David, in my opinion is one of the best beginner blacksmithing teachers anywhere. He has been teaching this course at the best-known blacksmithing school in the country (John C Campbell Folk School in NC) for over nine years and also at Jacksonville Center in Floyd. His classes will start at 9:00 am and finish at 6:00 pm., with an hour for lunch. He asks if you have tools like hammers and tongs to bring them and he will help you tune them up because this is very important for everyone but especially true for beginners. From his experience teaching blacksmiths two students is the best way to go because they learn from each other and ask each other questions. David has always been a main stay for our organization with his attendance, advice, demonstrations and I’m sure we could not have survived the last three years without him. His shop is close to the majority of our members and I plan on taking a course with David soon. Let’s all support David for he truly supported us.         
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  David Tucciarone





David has taken blacksmithing classes with some of the best Master Blacksmiths in the USA.


Master Blacksmiths/Teachers       # of Weeks �1.   Francis Whitaker                         (6) �2.   Peter Ross                                   (4) �3.   Nol Putnam                                 (4) �4.   Clay Spencer                               (5) �5.   Doug Wilson                               (2) �6.   Jerry Darnell                               (1) �7.   Charles Orlando                          (1)�8.   Bob Burgman                              (1) �9.   Dan Boone                                  (1) �10. Ed Grove                                     (1) �11. Tom Latane                                 (1) �12. Walt Hull                                     (1)
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Friday night with Jim Slining making a smith’s hammer








