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 See the second and third photos.
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Note: In the article below David mentions the slide presentations (2) that are located on our Web site at the bottom the Current News Page with over 89 photo of this Monthly Event in Appomattox where we demonstrated as a group to the public. 


         


         A Weekend in Appomattox 


                          By David Hinshaw





     The crunch of gravel in the driveway was the first hint that a much needed “Lazy Saturday”, one spent rocking in the swing waiting for a good time to take a nap, was headed in a new direction. The last two weekends had been spent doing public demonstrations and by my math, that’s four naps that I missed. But who’s counting? A quick look at the truck told me it was the Powell’s, Rodney and Miss Tara, the back doors of the truck opening as soon as the truck stopped told that their young sons had made the trip up from Stokesdale, N.C. and that the hour long drive was happily over. 


     The boys spilled the beans as soon as their feet hit the ground. “Will you Blacksmith at my school.” The grin on my face was pretty much the answer the boys where looking for. To give you some background Miss Tara teaches in Stokesdale at their son’s school and is putting together a Thanksgiving program along with the other First-Grade teachers that will include a blacksmithing demo. It was hard to act surprised and humble when I’ve been hinting since the first of the school year that we could work a blacksmithing demo into most any study of history or holiday for that matter. Holidays, you ask? Why yes! Someone had to make the bells on the sleigh, somebody forged Cupid’s arrows and who do you think made the gate hardware that has welcomed the Easter Bunny since my childhood? I rest my case! I know it sounds crazy, but I’m sure that there is some way to work a blacksmithing demo into a wedding. Humble face set aside and the event planning behind us, it was decided that the ladies would stroll some of the gift shops in town and the guys would hang out at the house.


     Once again the boys set the tone for the afternoon with questions like, “What can we make when we go to my school” “Can we make stuff to give away, like when we helped you before?” All these where good questions that I was already pondering. Well how about we watch the slide show of the Appomattox event and you guys let me know if you see something you like. If a picture is worth a thousand words it is also good for a small dozen questions. 


    The afternoon seemed to fly by with me trying to remember what’s happening as each picture popped up on the screen. “That’s Bobby Floyd, you guys haven’t met him yet, he was set-up right next to me. I could not have planned that any better if I tried. Bobby always knows where the closest coffee pot is. He’s in some more pictures too.”                                                                                                                                 


     





    “ That’s Bobby Ricketts; he worked with me at my forge. Remember the plans I showed you guys for a water wheel at Papa Dons pond? Well this guy found an old one and was able to dig it out. How cool is that?” “We made quite a few hooks that day. Maybe hooks would be something nice to give to your classmates.” How many do you think we need?  The collective answer was about a hundred, any way we added it up and this idea was put aside for review. 

















 

















 


     























    That is Charlie Hudson. He was over on the other side from where I was and I was demonstrating at the same time he was, so I’m not sure what he made. I did get to speak with him and we both agree that we like hands on demos as a way to learn. You guys might remember Mr. Hudson from our trip to Hillsville, Labor Day weekend. Yep! That’s him; there may be some more pictures of him here somewhere. Click the mouse and see what’s next.
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     I was hoping we would get to this picture. This here is Blake Gilbert. He worked at my forge station also.  Well he’s a little bit older than you guys are, and he knows his way around a forge station pretty well. Yes sir, I’m sure you’ll be able work at the forge by the time you’re his age.


    This is a good picture. That’s Ron Howard and his wife. Let me tell you this story real quick. Ron was working at Bobby Floyd’s station right beside me and was forging two hooks, one


                                                                       Con’t on next page   

















                                  This photo says a lot!!!


    Old Dominion Blacksmith Association demonstrating at the Railroad Festival in Appomattox, VA.





approached Bobby's home I could see smoke coming from the chimney of the forge. I tried to imagine the colonial blacksmith starting his day by tending his fire and preparing to fill a customer's order of nails, hinges, andirons or axe heads.


   Bobby had the fire ready and Jocelyne had prepared a breakfast of coffee, country ham and sausage biscuits and muffins. It was a perfect morning of good food, good friends and a day of learning about blacksmithing


     The instruction was at my pace. Bobby would demonstrate and explain each task and I would attempt to forge a piece of iron as Bobby had demonstrated. As always accuracy comes first and speed will follow as the tasks become more familiar. It is important to go slow and watch each hammer blow to understand how hard to strike and at what angle to face the hammer to achieve a desired result. I have a tendency to rush my blows in an attempt to keep up with the Bobby's pace. 


    Bobby made me slow down and watch how the metal moved with each blow and critiqued my work. This was very beneficial. Having someone observe and point out the subtle details that can be missed when learning new tasks with multiple steps and nuisances, prevents the practice of bad habits that will have to be unlearned to progress as a novice blacksmith.


     I greatly appreciate Bobby's patience and desire to educate enthusiastic students in the trade of blacksmithing. The willingness of all our demonstrators and members to share their knowledge and open their shops to curious novices is a remarkable act of generosity and friendship. Blacksmithing is a fellowship of preserving a historical trade that contributed to the advancement of civilization.


    We began our morning with simple hooks that could be driven into the post of a barn or stable. Drawing out, pointing and scrolling to achieve a pleasing symmetry were all covered in a simple hook. Next, we added twisting to our hooks and adapting the simple hook to be hung with a nail by punching or scrolling. Adding a leaf to the hook was the final embellishment to the simple hook.


     Jocelyne prepared a delicious lunch that allowed us to take a break and spend some quality time with Bobby's crew of canine companions. Over the course of the day each dog would come in and check on our progress in the shop. The isolation of Bobby's historic home in this rural setting lends to the feeling of connecting with the past. It is a peaceful and serene setting that is alien to those of us, who live in the hustle and bustle of the suburbs and cities.


     After lunch, we progressed to making a poker and rake for my forge. All the steps previously demonstrated were incorporated into these projects. The larger projects teach you to think out the process before you move to the next step. In making a poker or a rake missing a step can result in the necessity of backing up and undoing work to facilitate the execution of the missed step. This can be very frustrating, especially when you have executed a bend or twist well and realize you have to undo the task to forge an overlooked step.


         Next, we made a spoon for fluxing. This process incorporated the use of a block of wood for cupping the upset end of the spoon. We moved on to making nails and the process of drawing and pointing to a small diameter and metering the force of hammer blows became critical. After making a few nails, Bobby began work on making me a nail header from an old railroad spike. He allowed me to draw out the handle, so I could appreciate the challenge of forging a larger piece of iron. I learned the hotter the better to ease the movement of the metal under each hammer blow.


          At the end of the day, I had three variations of hooks, a poker, a rake, a fluxing spoon, a nail header and several nails. We started at 7:00 a.m. and ended around 5:30 p.m. The day flew by and I had been exposed to a wealth of knowledge in a short span of time. The most precious wealth a man can possess is not measured in monetary currency, but in the wisdom he acquires, is willing to 





share and the friendships he forges throughout his life.





 on each end of the stock he was working. Well something went wrong and the piece broke in half. Later in the day I picked up the pieces that Ron had discarded and while trying to figure out what went wrong I happened to stack them together. The hook on top was almost a perfect match to the one under it. It’s safe to say that Ron’s scrap pile may raise the bar for some of us. Nice work indeed.


     That’s right! This is a picture of Charlie Boothe. That’s Tom Harrell working beside him, these guys are as good as they get. Let’s see if I have a story about these guys. Well, in some of the pictures we’ll get to see some of the things that both of them craft. The pretty tinsmith work is probably by Mr. Harrell. And I do remember that Mr. Boothe had a person come by and ask if he would forge a boot scraper from a horseshoe. As usual, Charlie did a great job and you could still see the details of the horseshoe in the finished piece. The bad thing is that the man who asked for the special commission never came back to claim the piece. If that piece ever makes it to an Iron in the Hat event it will surely fill the cup with bids and make one lucky person’s day.


     








started their long trip home, with my small friends in tow. But their departure was different this time. In the past I filled them with sugar and grinned as mom and dad drove away with them. This time they had left me as the one all excited and biting at the bit. Mom and dad are probably grinning as they drive away.


     For a Saturday that started out with me feeling like a “Rented Mule at the end of a forty acre field,” I seem to have forgotten all about naps for now. My thoughts have shifted to the next demo and the knowledge that a spark of interest has taken light.


    Back in the swing, I had a chance to reflect on the day and the previous weekend’s demos. Sharing came to mind at every new thought:  my friends sharing their weekend with me in Rocky Mount making it almost too easy for me to demo. My fellow group members sharing their weekend at Appomattox, with their vast knowledge of this craft, made this an event that will spawn stories for some time to come. Somehow I keep thinking that there is a story inside this story. Maybe the stories have been told.
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Bobby was able to show me an alternate method to the desired result that did work. By the end of the day I had gone from knowing I liked the craft to having the skills necessary to begin making useful and beautiful items at the forge, safely, and on my own. We started with building a fire and making a hook to drive into a wooden post and ended by making our own rake and poker after being shown an example. There is a lot left to learn but I feel that this fundamentals course has set me upon a firm foundation for the years to come.�    The following things were covered in one eight-hour class: Tool selection; building a fire; coal and coke; types of iron; forge and anvil terminology; proper working temperatures; hammer accuracy; general safety considerations; drawing out; squaring up; square and round points; bending and curling; twisting; hot cutting; measuring an example; banking a fire; and putting the fire out for the night. We produced several hooks while we learned the various techniques, some small flux spoons, a fire poker, and a fire rake. Forge welding was demonstrated to us and tried by some.





them had taken a blacksmith class before, but they learned some new things. The rest were completely new to blacksmithing, but they all learned fast. All of them enjoyed the class, and I enjoyed teaching it. They were all great students.
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Blake Gilbert above and Charlie Hudson on left side.





 Ron Howard





Bobby Ricketts
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Tom Harrell





Charlie Boothe





That’s a picture of Wendell Wyland. Yep! You’ve seen him before, in pictures of past events, he brings the library of books that the group has for members to check out and read. He’s working at the forge station beside Mr. Boothe. You know it seems every time you turned around Wendell was coming around with a bottle of cold water or some food from 





the vendors. A really great guy and you young fellows need to see him demo one day. What did he forge, you ask? Nails. He made nails using a nail header that he made himself at Bobby Floyd’s house just a couple of days ago.


     Both Ethan and Cody get credit for the idea of making nails as giveaways for their classmates. After a promise from dad to help with the project and Miss Tara’s good advice to maybe attach the nails to a card and seal them in plastic, no child goes home with nail holes in the body, we had a plan.


     Somehow the afternoon passed as we remembered things that we had done in the past, the camping trips, the trail rides on our dirt bikes and the fishing trips that proved productive. Now we had a new story to share at campfires, of the day that these young men had helped me demo blacksmithing and of plans for even bigger and better things that we can do together.


    Before long the day started to wind down, to an end and my friends 
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Wendell


Wyland
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            A Day at the Forge


                        By Wendell Wyand 


     What is the appeal of blacksmithing? Why would you want to work at a hot and dirty forge? Can you get rich blacksmithing? Most people ask a lot of questions when you tell them your hobby is blacksmithing. Old timers just look at you and shake their heads. Some can be heard muttering you can't make a living at it or “crazy youngins”.


     The appeal for me is a connection with the past. Building a great nation is hard work. Especially when you have to start with a hostile wilderness and no hardware store. Blacksmithing is a pioneer craft. You take fire and crude iron and forge the metal necessities that make life much easier. The blacksmiths' forged items were as necessary to colonial Americans as electricity is to modern Americans. You can live without forged iron or electricity, but they sure make life a lot more tolerable.


     America was built with sweat and relentless determination to achieve what others believed was impossible. That is the appeal of blacksmithing to me. The willingness to endure hardship and adversity to achieve a goal. Working at a hot and dirty forge teaches me to appreciate the adage that sweat is the most precious commodity traded in our economy. The creation of all wealth begins with a drop of sweat. Wealth is the byproduct of physical exertion. Yet, the people doing the sweating never seem to get wealthy.


     Friday, I traveled to Bobby Floyd's Plantation Forge. I arrived just as the eastern horizon began to brighten. The early morning fog hovered above the Staunton River and cattle passed in and out of the fog as they grazed in the pasture along the river. As I
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            Blacksmithing 101


                          By April Young





     Five months ago I had the pleasure of taking a blacksmithing class "just because" from an old friend who came down to the Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd to teach. My intent was to spend some time with Brian and understand a little about his craft. After my first day I was hooked but one thing or another got in the way of being able to take more classes. I finally managed to get a "beginner" project class only to learn that to do some "blacksmithing" means "fast and dirty" which is definitely not my mode of thinking! I wanted a basic class that would teach me how to do it right, do it simple, and do it with less with a steady teacher who did tidy work and didn't charge a fortune. Thinking that might be a tall order, I made it my daily prayer.�    Then one day I came home to find Bobby Floyd's voice on my answering machine. He had an offer to make: a free, one day, fundamentals class in three days time for the promise of helping to maintain the Jax Forge for a year. I returned his call and we had a very congenial conversation about all manner of things. Here was someone who seemed to know a thing or two about teaching and that the task could be accomplished without "just hitting it harder." This was important to me because I am a small woman!


     When I got to class, my esteem for Bobby just kept rising. There were four students, all beginners, and fairly different in what we needed to be able to learn well. Yet, you would never have known it because our teacher was quite adept at assessing where we were going astray and put us each back on the path before we'd gone too far into a bad habit. When one technique didn't work so well for me
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Note: The next article is a copy of an e-mail that I received from Journeyman Blacksmith John Riddle. I had asked John how did his first ever two day class go at The Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, VA?  





      1st Time Teaching This Craft


                             By John Riddle


      The class went very well. We all had a lot of fun both days. Six students kept me very busy, but I was able to keep up with all of them. I started off showing them how to light the forge, and explaining the difference between green coal and coke. Then I      made a simple hook then I let them make one. After they got the hook made, they were shown different forge techniques. After lunch Saturday, I asked them: what they would like to make? Then I helped each student with what they were making. Sunday I made a few simple things to give the students some ideas. The students


were making all kinds of things to take home with them. Two of





April is doing the Twist. Yes, “America does have talent!”





�





John Riddle is the one kneeling in front of his students.





L-R: Ron Howard, Bobby Floyd, Justin Gilbert & Blake Gilbert.





David Hinshaw





Wendell drew out thick metal and made nails better than anyone that is an Apprentice 


Blacksmith in our association. 





                         Current News


                        By Bobby Floyd 





Dale Morse's Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing is doing great!!!!! I talked with Dale the other day and he has one class scheduled with 8 new beginners. He is increasing the number of forge stations from 8 to 12 due to the increased interest in this craft. If you are interested in learning from a true Professional Master Blacksmithing Teacher, I suggest that you take one of his classes. Check out his Web site for schedules: � HYPERLINK "http://www.vablacksmith.org" ��http://www.vablacksmith.org� (copy/paste)





New members that have been added to our Military Veterans list are: Jim Mizio who served in the Army, Paul Henderson who served in the Navy and James (Buck) Owen who is retired from the Navy. Buck is a volunteer Blacksmith at Clover Hill Village near Appomattox and is also the 2nd in command in the State of Virginia for the American Legion. All veterans don't be surprised if he tries to recruit you to join, he has already hit me up to join. Note: Buck's father and grandfather were also Blacksmiths. We now have 23 of our membership that are Military Veterans. 





We now have 94 ODBSA members who never Blacksmithed before joining us.





Congratulations to one of our own, Master Blacksmith Gerald Boggs for being elected to the ABANA Board. We all wish him the best.-------------------- He is bound to last longer than I did.





We now have 36 of ODBSA members that have demonstrated to the Public!!!!!!!!!!! Congratulations to all of you for doing what we said we would do, educate the public about this historic craft of Blacksmithing.�The following are New to the HONOR ROLL list:�1. Norman McKenzie�2. Michael Armes�3. Bobby Ricketts�4. Eric Pidock �5. Sam Carnes�6. Paul Henderson                                                  Con’t on next page�                                                                                �� HYPERLINK "http://+www.vablacksmithing.org/" ��





Say hello and welcome to Old Dominion Blacksmith Association 10 newest Members in Oct:


James “Buck” Owen


Jesse Norton


Red Knierim


Clifton Burleigh


Paul Henderson


Sam Carnes


Dillard Frazier


April Young 


Bill Finley 


Jim Mizio





Great Success: A one-day Beginner's Blacksmithing Class was held at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts on Thursday 21st. where I had 4 “local” adults learning the basics of this historic craft and they all did extremely well. The class was much shorter at 71/2 hours than my normal classes of 11 hours at my Plantation Forge but it worked out well. They have all agreed to help maintain the Jacksonville Center for the Arts Blacksmithing Shop for at least a year for taking this free class. Old Dominion Blacksmith Association has now fulfilled its promise to help maintain the Center's shop. �1.    Ron Ferguson�2.    Dillard Frazier �3.    April Young �4.    Bill Finley 











10:15 am because a collector from Pa. had called & asked if they could be sold early. I had a chance to talk to that collector and another from SC, both of whom had over 100 anvils each. I had asked our resident collector and expert on anvils Charlie Boothe if he was interested in coming and he said that he had better not because he might be tempted to buy some. Results of the morning: 3 were sold for $425 & one for $300 plus to the collector from Penn; 2 were sold for $375 to a collector form SC; the smallest of the anvil was sold to a beginner that I had talked to for $225 and the other was unknown from the crowd for $325. The largest anvil weighted probably 300 plus and the smallest about 120 pounds but the majority were in the 200 plus pound range. Two other anvils not on the pallet were what some of us call "door stopper" (not very good) and I did wait around to see what they sold for. Hope this gives you an idea what anvils are being sold for. All were sold for under $2 a pound for some really decent anvils.





�





John Riddle is leading the way with the most public demonstrations this year 2010 at 14.�Here are some.�     Glen Bryant’s Iron Gate Hammer In�     Private Demo at Oriskany, Va.�     Amherst Middle School�     Franklin Co. Antique Farm Days�     Jacksonville Center for the Arts�     Private demo at home�     Downtown Floyd�     Buckingham Co. Cowboy Days�     Ferrum Collage Southern Draft Horse Animal Days�     Old Mill Primitives in Stuardsville, Va.�     * Instructor for basic blacksmithing class at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts and he said that he will  probably do one more demo this year as of Oct, 24th.





"On the Road Again": Jocelyne and I started Sat. morning early at 5:45 am on our first part of our adventure to Graham, NC to the auction that Bill Roy had told us about last week where there were10 anvils to be auctioned off.  Curiosity got the best of me and I wanted to see what they looked like and what they would sell for. We found out they were going to be auctioned off at





�








The second part of our Sat. adventure took us to the Folk Life Festival in Ferrum, VA. The below photo shows ODBSA members Michael & Justin Armes talking to Master Blacksmith Billy Phelps   who was demonstrating at this festival.





�





public. Your application to join ODBSA has a Liability Waiver on it and also when you sign in at each Event, the sheet also has a Waiver on it. The problem is that sometimes guests do not sign in even though they are supposed to. We have been extremely lucky that no guests, who forgot to sign in, were not hurt. The other reasons for Liability Insurance is that when we have an Event where the public is invited to observe our demonstrator or when we demonstrate as a group like at the Railroad Festival in Appomattox, we are at risk. We now have Insurance in case the "public" is hurt.  This Insurance protects all of us (members) from being sued personally or as a group.





  A work in Progress: 2011 ODBSA Monthly Event Schedule. �We have Six of our monthly Events with some or all Hands-On training scheduled for those that want to participate. We will have two Events in April for a total of 12 Events for 2011.�January 8th: at Fred Crist's studio in Waynesboro, VA. Fred is one of the premier artist blacksmith in the world. Subject to be determined.�February 12th: "Hands-On" training at Danny Ward Horseshoe School in Martinsville,VA. What you can forge with horseshoes. Danny Ward will demo a simple item in the morning and we all will attempt to hand forge it. John Riddle will demo a simple item in the afternoon and we all will again attempt to hand forge it. �March 12th: SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA. Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone will be our Educator. Subject to be determined.�April 2nd: Glen Bryant's 4th Iron Gate Hammer-In at his shop/studio on his beautiful farm near Clifton Forge, VA. The event is open to the public. This is Hands-On for those that want to participate and also there will be a special demonstrator. This is the only event of the year where we will have an Iron-in-the-Hat raffle, no admission charge. Old Dominion Blacksmith Association is sponsoring this Event therefore we are using the recently purchased insurance to protect all of us. �April 23rd: Master Blacksmith Tom Latane' who lives in Wisconsin, will be our demonstrator at the Plantation Forge in Long Island, VA. Tom is one of best known master blacksmiths anywhere and a man after my own heart because he does not have a power hammer at his studio. All of his work is by hammer-hand only. Subject to be determined. �May 14th: Gary, Christian & Adam Birkett’s studio/shop in Stuart, VA. Demonstrator and subject to be determined.�June 11th: L.T. Skinnell's Otter Hill Forge in Bedford, VA. Master blacksmith Jerry Darnell will be out Educator. Subject to be determined �July 9th: Hands-On training at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, VA.  Master Blacksmith Gerald Boggs will be our Educator. Subject not determined yet.�August 13th: Hands-On training at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, VA. Master Blacksmith Gerald Boggs will be our Educator. Subject not determined yet. �September 10th: Bobby Floyd's Plantation Forge in Long Island, VA. Master Blacksmith Bill Phelps will be our Educator.�October 8th -9th : " Hands-On"---- We will demonstrate as a group at the Appomattox Railroad Festival on Main Street in Appomattox again. The organizers of this Festival have agreed to pay ODBSA $300 for the two day event, this is double what we received in 2010. Not bad--getting paid to have FUN!�November 12th : "Hands-ON" training at Dale Morse's Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing in Waynesboro, VA. I told Dale how everyone really liked the hands-on Twist Class in 2009 where we all made 10 different kinds of twist. Dale said if you enjoyed that event "you will really love this one"!!!!!! We'll learn to make many, many more unusual twists.  Master Blacksmith Dale Morse will be


 our Educator and he is adding more forge stations. He has 8 





stations now but will soon have 12 stations. We can now have as many as 24 participants. �December: We never schedule a Monthly Event this month.





ODBSA member Danny Ward has invited all of us to his Danny Ward Horshoeshoe School in Martinsville, VA this coming Sat. Nov. 6th. Danny provides free lunch and there are a lot of vendors at this Conference. I have attended the last five years and will be there Sat. For the last 33 years Danny Ward and the North Carolina Horseshoers Association have hosted the Eastern Farrier Conference held the first week in November. Note: They will have a big auction that evening. His school is on Hwy 57 east about a mile from Martinsville,VA. Danny is the best-known name in the "farrier world" and an avid supporter of Old Dominion Blacksmithing Association.





Old Dominion Blacksmith Association NOW has Liability coverage from The Hartford. Some of us have always been concerned that we had no Insurance coverage for guests and/or the
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�





My reproduction of this large-unusual-historic-sawtooth fireplace trammel is on the right side. The original historic 





�





trammel owned by John Buck is on the left side.  This project pushed my limited skill level to the max. I performed a lot of trial and errors to complete this project.  In my version it was necessary to make 9 different pieces. The chain links are counted as one and the rivet is not counted. There are four forge welds not counting the chain links.
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It should have been against the LAW---- To have that much "FUN" as we all did at the Appomattox Railroad Festival EVENT. We had four forge stations: two from Charlie Boothe, one from me, one from David Hinshaw and we could have used another one.












































Thanks to all the members who did participate in the hands-on training.


Charlie Boothe


Bobby Floyd


Wendell Wyland


Tom Harrell


Bobby Ricketts


Charlie Hudson


Justin Gilbert


Blake Gilbert


David Hinshaw


Ron Howard


Norman McKenzie


Michael Armes


Justin Armes


Sam Carnes


Paul Henderson





Others who aided in this event (selling of items, passing out brochures, talking with the spectators about ODBSA and/or taking photos):


Val Harrell


Renee Boothe


Eva Brooks


Debbie Howard


Tiffany Gilbert





Photos of other members that were not in the previous pictures that participated or helped at this Event are:
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    Justin & Tiffany Gilbert                               Eva Brooks
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          Debbie Howard                                 Renee Boothe
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                 Val Harrell                               Paul Henderson





�
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             Sam Carnes                                   Norman McKenzie
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         Justin Armes                                     Michael Armes
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                   Facebook


                               By Bill Roy


I was wondering when you would get around to asking me about facebook.  I’m not an expert like my kids, but here is what I know.


1.    Facebook would allow us to kind of “advertise” ourselves on-line, increase our internet presence, and much more. 


2.   There is a tab (Info) for general information about us and a link back to the ODBSA site, phone #’s, email address, safety procedures, link to membership application, etc. 


3.   There is a tab (Wall) that would allow two-way communication, kind of like a forum.  Friends could add comments and share their pictures very easily. Posts on the Wall would send out a notification to all of the friends (members) in the group.


4.   There is a tab (Discussions) that is topics based and works much more like a forum and IFI.


5.   There is a tab (Photos) where we could post our photo albums.  Members would be free to add comments at the bottom of the pictures and/or “tag” the people in the pictures that they are friends with. 


6.   There is a tab (Events) where we could schedule our meetings/events with RSVP and know who will/will not be attending.  Of course, that will only work as long as our members are facebook users.


7.   There is a place where we could add links to other facebook groups or friends, like ABANA, Jacksonville Center for the Arts, VIB, IFI, Anvilfire, and other blacksmith associations.


8.   People could see who has joined the facebook version of our


 Association and communicate with them via the Wall, or 


                                                                                  Con’t on next page


 











And depending on how we set the facebook account up, there would be various degrees of control.  I’d have to investigate this more to understand how it works.





 





I hope that explains it a little better for you.  I do think it would be worthwhile, but I question whether our senior members would be willing to create facebook accounts.  And for the events and 2-way communication to really work well, that’s what it would take.





Note: In talking with Paul Henderson, a new member, he was very surprised that we were not on Facebook. I see that Master Blacksmith Dale Morse uses it. Because over 95% of our active members use computers, why not check into it. Not knowing anything about it myself it was time to turn to someone that probable knows, ODBSA Information Officer, Mr Bill Roy. Here are some recent e-mails from Bill in response to my inquiry. 





separately as Friend-to-Friend.  (for example, a member could                                                                                   check who has RSVP’d to an event and coordinate with them for a ride.)


A Facebook account wouldn’t replace our ODBSA website, but the facebook page would perhaps attract some new “younger” interest and improve communication.  (provided that members sign up for facebook)


And depending on how we set the facebook account up, there would be various degrees of control.  I’d have to investigate this more to understand how it works.


I hope that explains it a little better for you.  I do think it would be worthwhile, but I question whether our senior members would be willing to create facebook accounts.  And for the events and 2-way communication to really work well, that’s what it would take.


Update:  There were more communications between Bill and I that are not posted but here is what he has done.  Again Bill, like the brochures he created for us, did a great job on this project!


 Bill said: I added our new ODBSA facebook Page this evening.  


It’s very basic to start with and as I learn and have time I’ll add more content.





       Master’s Class at VIB


                           By Dale Morse


     For this month’s Old Dominion newsletter, I will give a narrative about the Master level class held at my school, Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing. This class was taught by internationally renowned artist blacksmith, Fred Crist. Some of Fred’s early career was in the Yellin Ironworks shop in Philadelphia where he served as master smith for a number of years. This was the business originally started by Samuel Yellin and currently run by his granddaughter, Claire. Because of this pedigree, Fred and I chose a project that came straight from the Yellin sketches in iron that Samuel was so famous for. The piece was a multiple scrolled form forged from a single piece of bar stock. Our intent was for each member of the class to forge two elements and then participate in the making of a grille using one element each from the students. The second was for them to take home. Our ideal was a little too ambitious for our students. Everyone produced their two elements, 
































 











# 1





except for one student who aggravated a case of tendonitis, to some degree. But like most of us, each was their own worst critic and were uncomfortable leaving their pieces behind. We also did not have time to build the grille. So, each left with a promise of completing an acceptable element to send back to the school and a promise from me to finish the grille once they have all arrived. First refer to photo number one to see the original Yellin piece that we were reproducing. 





�





     Fred chose a much smaller piece of original material than Yellin used. This was not intended to be a direct reproduction, but rather a project inspired by the original. The material we used was 1 ½” by ¾” flat bar, thirteen inches 











�





long. First, using butchers and set flattys, the ‘collar’ was isolated out of the middle of the stock. Second, each end was forged down in cross section to a flat stock in the 1 5/16” by 7/16” range, 12 ½” long each. Cut lines were then laid out with silver pencil and gone over with a marking chisel cold.


See the second and third photos.








�





# 2





# 3





     Next the pieces were cut using a hot chisel most of the way through on the anvil face, and then cut through on an aluminum saddle. Once one side was cut through, it was rough forged on a bridge before cutting the other end. See the fourth photo.





�
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    Some final forging was done once each side was cut out to ensure clean edges and proper lengths were achieved at each taper. The tapers were hammered close to each other prior to scrolling. See the fifth photo.





�
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     Fred demoed making a scroll jig for the larger scrolls, though many chose to forge the scrolls free hand. The smallest scrolls nearest the collar were done first, followed by the larger scrolls. Note that one end has 





�





twists the full length of the tapers in the larger scrolls. This was done using a torch and bending fork or tongs (or vice grips as you can see in the picture). See photo six.


     When the long tapers were spread out in a large Y shape, the small point in the center was fullered out into a leaf/spade shape using the cross pien of the hammer. The large scrolls were then turned using the jig or horn and face of the anvil. When one end was done, the other followed. It is important to note that the material had to be kept very hot, especially at the area near the


                                                                            Con’t on next page
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collar while the scrolls were formed. Too much stress and vibration would cause fractures in this spot, an effect which was noticeably lessened if the metal was kept at a yellow heat. The torch was used quite a bit in the final shaping for spot adjustments.





     Last of all, we were encouraged to devise a chiseled decoration for the collar so that each would be different, a common characteristic of Yellin ironwork when you inspect it closely. See the last photo.














�





     One last thing to note is that we had the privilege of having Claire Yellin come to give a presentation to the students and the Virginia blacksmithing community at large. Though my planning was not the best, the event seemed to be enjoyed by many smiths and enthusiasts that came from all over the state. A real treat that Claire brought with here was a Metropolitan Museum film shot in 1927 of her grandfather actually making the sketch in iron that we were using as our model. We were all surprised to learn that the collar in the original was forge welded on, not relieved from the original material. Never-the-less, we were glad of our methods and the challenges it gave us, pushing us further than we had yet ventured in our craft. 








   Old Dominion Blacksmith    


 Association November Event


When & Where---Sat. Nov.13 at David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge, 9332 Ward Road Rustburg, Virginia 24588


434-821-8424


Times: starts at 10:00 am & come early please. Continues until at least 3:00pm but usually finishes about 4:00 pm


Admission charge: $15.00 for everyone except first time guests and family members of ODBSA.


50/50 raffle: Yes, for those that want to participate.


Refreshments & coffee: They are normally provided (donation jar) money goes to our host or hostess.


Lunch: Not provided, so bring your own (brown bag it) or eat at local Restaurants. Lunch break is usually between 12 noon and 1:00pm


Demonstrator: Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone will hand forge many small items so we will have ideas on how to make our own x-mas presents.


Directions:  Coming from the south (Danville, Chatham, Gretna) on route 29 go about 1/2 mile past where route 24 intersects. Sunrise Forge sits off some on the left side and you will need to go past it and turn around because there is no crossover in front of his place (it is across the street from used tractor place). His sign is somewhat faded so look for his yellow mailbox�     Coming  from Lynchburg go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign (Sunrise Forge). His sign is somewhat faded so look for his yellow mailbox�











    Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing will have other high level classes in the future, in addition to the regular schedule of weekend workshops. Keep an eye on the web site to see what is coming up. We also have a facebook page that has regular photos and notes from current classes. Our next weeklong high-level class is planned in April with Tom Latane as the featured instructor. I hope to see some of you there. 








Special Invited Guests:  Blacksmith Supply LLC


John and Mickey Elliott the owners/operators of Blacksmith Supply are driving their truck up from Chester, VA loaded with new blacksmithing tools, etc, to help us out with supplies.


     This is only the second time that they have been to one of our Events this year, so let’s take advantage of this opportunity to get what you need. It’s time now to “save on shipping charges”. For more information about what they have go to their Web Site.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.blacksmithsupply.com" ��www.blacksmithsupply.com�  (copy/paste)


Note: I plan to buy my own x-mas presents from them.





Another Opportunity: A "Man Forge", 2 leg vises and 2 hand crank blowers for sale at our Event at SunRise Forge on Sat Nov 13th. Wendell Wyland said  "his brother Mike is downsizing and Mike be bringing these items plus there may be a couple of surprises, if Mike can bring himself to part with them". ----------------------- I call this a "Man Forge" because it is heavy duty, extremely well made and with the best electric blower on the market. Mike is a professional welder and made this one to last because it's his personal forge. He has a lot of money and time in this "first class" forge.











Members/Guests who are planning on attending the last Monthly ODBSA Event of the year on Sat. Nov. 13th at Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone's SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA are:


1.   Charlie Boothe


2.   Bobby Floyd


3.   Tom Harrell


4.   Val Harrell


5.   Wendell Wyland


6.   Ted Crockett


7.   Bill Roy


8.   Norman McKenzie


9.   Bobby Ricketts


10. Michael Armes


11. Justin Armes


12. Eva Brooks


13. David Hinshaw


14. Gary Hatmaker


15. Steve Ferguson


16. Richard Bartelt


17. Mary Bartelt


18. David Tucciarone


19. Louise Tucciarone


20. Justin Gilbert


21. Blake Gilbert


22. Ron Howard


23. Charlie Hudson


24. Buford Hodges


25. David Oakes


Note: If you are planning on attending this Event and your name is not on the list, please let me know by contacting me at va18@hotmail.com or 434-335-5621. If your name is on the list and you cannot make it, please let me know. 





26. John Riddle


27. L.T. Skinnell


28. Glen Bryant


29. Morgan Coleman


30. Dave Brown


31. Steven Martin


32. Tony Gowen


33. Bob Saxon


34. Jeff Walston


35. Jack Walston


36. Mike McKenzie


37. Bill Finley


38. Ron Ferguson


39. Dillard Frazier


40. April Young


41. David Leckrone


42. Sam Carnes


43. Paul  Henderson


44. Jesse Norton


45. Jim Mizio


46. John Elliott


47. Mickey Elliott


48. Mike Wyland














******* Our next Event will be held on Saturday January 8th, 2011 at Fred Crist's studio in Waynesboro, VA. Fred is one of the premier artist blacksmiths in the world.  He will also be our Demonstrator. Subject to be determined. *******
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                                             This piece was made by the author.








