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friend. Yep, “Magic” was at work here and the cold wind coming through the shop seemed to vanish as words of wisdom pushed out a warm place to work.


      A ½” piece of re-bar is placed in the fire and wonders fly past as Griffin explains the different colors that the metal will go through as it heats up and that we’re looking for maybe high orange, right Dad ?, and then we can take it to the anvil. Heated metal resting on the cold anvil and we skipped a step, do we have a plan? fast thinking recalls that steel likes to be worked square and we didn’t waste a heat. A quick drawing on the anvil, with the soap stone, was the last time I was really needed in the shop and could have been a good time to retire to my chair and the ball games. You know the chair I speak of, it’s a little closer to the wood stove here lately for some reason and had been taken over by the people on the movie we spoke of earlier. Watching a young man remember the steps he had just seen Masters do last winter and study his work after each trip to the anvil. Much the same way as the teachers before him had explained and had presented in his view. This had to be the greatest of all magic that could be told of, a day spent in the shop and at the forge.     


    Watching a young man recall his lessons. Bias? Very much so, I told you he was my son and I’m very much proud of him. Even a little more proud that he’s willing to take the next step and share what he remembers. 


    Two hours seems a little much for one small fire poker to be brought into the world from an old piece of construction waste, but the lessons I learned where equal to a weekend of demos and planed lessons of my own. 


     Pride, coal smoke and hand-crafted metal are here-by added to my holiday wish list and I hope to receive this every year from here on forward and truly hope that each and all remember that the very best gifts, the ones that mean the most when remembered years from now, are the simple ones. The gifts that do not require a trip to the mall or standing on line with people that have forgotten what this holiday is really about. Long ago we were all given a gift of love and sharing and for a very long time this gift shaped our lives and lighted our way. In some places this light does not shine as brightly as it once did, but this doesn’t need to bring despair. Light a fire and see if you can find a way to share its light and lessons with others. Share what you love and love what you share this holiday season would be my message to all and with hopes that your gifts of the holiday bring the joys of magic to your life as mine did.


                                                                                                                                                                                               SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS   


DAVID AND MISS RHONDA





 ***   Merry  ***


              HO! HO! HO!


                    &


       Have a great 2010





  To & from all the members of the Old       Dominion Blacksmith Association!


                                   





      The Green Coal Report


                      By Bill Roy





Mother Nature granted us the most beautiful weather on Saturday, November 14th.  It was a wonderful warm sunny day with barely a breeze.  A perfect day for an ODBSA event.  Bobby opened the meeting at David Tucciarone’s Sunrise Forge with the usual welcome and announcements, thanking David and Louise for hosting again.  And while Bobby didn’t take credit for the gorgeous weather, he did point out the 3 fine flesh forks he had made for the Hinshaw challenge.  There was very good participation in the flesh fork challenge, but sadly one was missing.  Poor Dave Hinshaw had the flu and couldn’t even participate in the challenge he had suggested. This partly explains why I’ve written this Green Coal report.  Bobby can be very persuasive at times and had hinted about it the night before to me in an email.  So I brought along my camera and a notepad to try and capture a few details of the day.  We learn and receive so much from ODBSA that it is truly an honor and a privilege to give back.  





Before Bobby allowed David to get started, he mentioned his progress and excitement in putting together next year’s schedule of events.  Only two months were left to be arranged.





David’s very informative demo included a split & drift technique and three different hook styles in the morning, followed by a colonial candle holder, a heart hook, a bottle opener, and two more of his own hook styles in the afternoon.  Whew! It was a very full and busy day.  Everyone at Sunrise Forge that day certainly went home with a new idea or two (or nine) to try out on the home forge.  If you didn’t take notes, left early, or couldn’t make it to Rustburg, do not fret over it.  I’ll translate my scribbling after we get past the pleasantries. 





David started off by showing us how to start the forge fire with very little smoke.  He said the key was using coke from previous fire with very steady (but not too strong) an air flow.





While waiting for the forge flames to come up to temperature, Wendell asked David about the proper disposal of his coal ash. More specifically, was it an environmental concern for him? (You know everybody’s thinking green these days!)  Well, David hinted that his property had absorbed about all he thought it could handle now, and… it just so happens he has 8 more full buckets on the other side of the shop for anyone interested.  He claimed the ash is very good for getting traction in the winter when trying to drive your car or truck up an icy driveway.  David did a pretty good sell job, because at the end of the day I’m pretty sure I saw 3 or 4 of those buckets of ash getting loaded onto the back of someone’s pickup truck.





At noon, David was still ready and roaring to start in on his 5th demo item of the day, but everyone else was very ready for a welcome lunch break.  Bobby stepped up and gave the official ODBSA lucky coffee can a number of healthy shakes and swirls to mix ‘em all up real good while we pulled out our raffle tickets we purchased earlier.  John Riddle did the honors and drew Steve Ferguson’s lucky number.  He won three very nice nail headers (worth $35 each) and a tutorial DVD on Nail Making.  These prizes were generously donated by Blacksmith Supply to help support





 ODBSA.  Remember to support John Elliot and his Blacksmith Supply business the next time you need something new for your shop.   (Thanks, John!) 





Next order of business; Jerry Jones set up his camera on a tripod and used the timer to snap the obligatory ODBSA “group photo” in front of David’s shop.  This time the group was a little too small for Charlie to hide in the background.   


With the official business taken care of, some folks left for the day, some scattered to find grub and return, and a few of us hung around to take another close look at John Riddle’s and Charlie Hudson’s tail-gaiting items for sale.  (Good stuff.) 





When folks returned for the afternoon things really got fun.


Tom Harrell seriously wanted to take home the items David had made for us in the morning.  Let’s just say he persistently and strongly suggested to Bobby (Ok, pestered is more like it) that we auction them off immediately to the group as a fund raiser.  With David’s agreement, Bobby started to open the bidding and Tom jumped right in with a very low first bid.  Everyone knew the three hooks were worth much more, but no one was really ready to shell out the dough.  However, we certainly weren’t about to let Tom steal them either.  John Riddle stepped up to the plate first and counter bid a few times moving Tom up to $17.00.  He really thought he had it there, but nope, I jumped into the fray with a bid of $20.00.  The look on his face was worth it.  But Tom was not about to be outbid, so “$21.00” he quickly countered.  I chickened out right there, but LT Skinnell grabbed the baton from me and kept the bidding going higher and higher.  Finally, after much tense back and forth bidding, Bobby hollered out the classic auctioneer’s “Going once, going twice, going three times, sold!” and Tom had his hooks for a bargain price of a $31.00 donation to ODBSA.  He was happy, we were happy, and it sure was a whole lot of fun watching Tom chase the bid.  


As Bobby handed over to Tom his treasured hooks, Tom shouted “Val, get the checkbook out!”  


And with that David started up his demo again.  Here is a recap of what he made and the major process steps involved.


  


     ______________________________________________


    


Slit and drift a ½” round hole in ½” square stock





�





Start by figuring out how wide a chisel you should use.  


Francis Whitaker worked out a formula for calculating this.


Use 89% of half of the circumference of the round hole.


½” hole = .89 x ((2 x 3.14 x ¼”) / 2) = 0.7” wide chisel


The chisel should have sharp sides slightly tapering in so that the chisel will cut a clean slot and not punch out a slug.





Mark with a center punch 2 dots to indicate each end of the slot (.7” apart) and do this on both sides of the test piece.





Measure and mark another reference dot 3” away from the center of the first 2 dots.  This will allow you to measure the eventual shrinkage of the bar that occurs due to upsetting and widening the hole.  Knowing this dimension, you can then account for it when laying out the real piece you’re planning to work on.


Heat and slit about half-way through, flip over and slit from the other side.  If you’re lucky the two slits will meet dead on and there will not be a burr to clean out.  Use a cutting plate to protect the face of your anvil and cool the chisel often.


Use a small opener (smoothly rounded to not make marks) over a bolster block to begin widening the hole. 


Repeat with a larger sized opener to get close to the ½” dia.


Take another heat and only cool just the very end beyond the hole.  Holding the piece vertically, upset the hole on the face of the anvil, hot end down, by hitting down on the longer cool end.  This widens the hole without thinning the sides of the hole.  You may need to straighten and realign the piece along its center line if the end should shift slightly to the left or right while upsetting.





After a bit of cleaning, a check of the distance from the reference dot to the center of the hole showed that ~ 1/8” of length was lost.  So, to keep the distance between two holes, an extra ¼” should be allowed for shrinkage that will occur.  





      _________________________________________________





2.  Leaf Hook,      9” or 10” of  ¼” round stock





�


   


Heat and taper the end square, then octagonal, then round.


Form a rat tail at the tip.  It is important to get the first curve right to start the tail scrolling; otherwise it will always end up looking like the letter ‘D’.


Heat the end again (with the rat tail facing up so that it will not burn off) and form the hook on the horn of the anvil.  True it up on the face of the anvil.


Use a handled fuller tool to flatten an area on the back of the hook a little higher up than the rat tail.  (David used his treadle hammer to do this step so he could use both hands. One to hold the hook in the tongs and the other to hold the fuller.)  David made himself a special pair of tongs that can hold a hook so you can work on the other end.


Heat and sharply taper the other end to form the leaf point.  The leaf will be an “idealized” leaf shape.


Form shoulders ~1” back from the tip by using half blows over the edge of the anvil face.


Draw out (thin) the stem on the horn of the anvil starting at the shouldered area and allow the stem to very gradually taper back to the ¼” original size.  (David stressed that leaves do not look good with fat stems.) [Warning: The leaf will snap off if you let the





metal at the thinnest attachment point get cold.  Stop and reheat often.  Only work the stem while all of it is orange.]  


 Heat and flatten the pointed lump to begin the leaf shape.


Using the peen of the hammer on the back of the leaf, spread the sides of the leaf further out to the left and right.


Using a small peen on the front of the leaf, repeatedly hammer at a 30 to 45 degree angle to the center line on both sides of the center line. This gives the leaf its veins.  Do this at a slightly cooler temp, at orange heat the metal will spread too easily.


Heat the leaf and clamp at its base in the vise.  Bend the leaf back and forth with scroll tongs to add some soft curviness and what David calls “leaf life”.


Clean up the leaf with wire brush, or belt sander or file to remove any hammer blows not to your liking.  It’s easier to do it at this point before curling the stem.


Heat the stem and clamp in the vise, wiggle curve and loop the stem to your liking with an artistic eye.


A hook must be flat on the back and perpendicular, so heat the whole hook and clamp it down to a metal table.  A short piece of bar laid over the screw flat works as a jig to clamp down on.  Using tongs to straighten the hook and a wooden mallet to flatten it out.  Make sure that it has flow and curl with no sharp corners.





_______________________________________________ 





3.  Herb Hook,      7” of  ¼” square stock





�





Start by slightly breaking all the sharp edges.


Taper the end and round to a point.  If you plan to make multiple herb hooks, repeat the steps up to this point to get consistent tapers and lengths.


Add a rat tail to the tapered end.


Bend the bar 3” back from the tip in the vise.  David used a jig in his vise to get a consistent dimension.


Fold the bend back on itself 180 degrees like you were going to make a faggot weld, but don’t actually weld it.


On the next heat clamp upright part in the vise and bend the hook part down, then back up, and then down again.  Finish shaping the curve of the hook on the horn of the anvil and true it up (flatten) on the face of the anvil.


David usually doesn’t put a twist in the upright or back part of the hook, but says you could add one if you wanted that look to your hook.


Make a finial on the upper end with ½ blows on the near edge of the anvil face, then edge blows to flatten out a rounded area for drilling a screw hole later.  Try to make this flattened out area as round as you can.





    ______________________________________________      


 


4. Lollipop Hook,	      15” of  ¼” round stock





�





This hook was named by Louise for its appearance.


Instead of the usual rat tail tip, make a small ball head on the end and scroll it around tight.


Heat, quench just the tip, and form and shape the hook over the horn of the anvil.


Fuller in a flat spot above the hook for the 1st screw hole.


Taper and round the other end.  Scroll it like a rat tail tip but not as tight because the opening will serve as the hole for the second screw.  This heavy hook needs 2 screws.


Reheat the end and begin the roll up from the rat tail using the hammer and the face of the anvil.  Heat again and roll some more until the roll gets to be about 1 ½” in diameter.


The remainder of the rolling can be done in the vise.  Be sure to keep the scroll tight against itself as you roll it up.  Loosen vise, move, tighten vise, bend a little, and repeat.


On the last heat, quench the outside of the scroll (away from the hook), clamp in the vise and make the final bend to align the two screw holes with the hook.





5. Candle Holder,      12” of  ¾”x ¼” flat bar stock















































Fuller the flag over the horn to make it 2 ¾” long.  Keep the shape rectangular using the face and side of the anvil. 


Place a 7/8” round rod in the vise to be used as a form to shape the candle holder.  Start bending the curve on the step of the anvil and finish it on the rod form.  Heat the holder evenly so that everywhere is consistently bending. 


Heat the center of the long part and clamp it in vise.  Bend it over 90 degrees at about 7” down from the holder part.  You will have to work out some of the








Draw out the remainder of the long part to about 12” putting a long gentle taper on it.  Start this closest to the bend and work out towards the tip.  Look often to see where it is still fat and try to draw it out there to make it all even.  Add a rat tail to the tip.


Place a bending fork in the vise or in the hardie hole.  Starting close to the 90 degree bend, scroll the long tapered end in the bending fork with a scrolling wrench. Work close together taking little bites (bends) in the beginning and larger bites later as you complete the scroll.  Slide – bend – slide – bend, etc.


The scroll may not be flat and the candle holder may lean.  Heat the whole scroll base and use 2 C-clamps to flatten the scroll and hold it down to a metal table.  While still clamped, use a wooden mallet to straighten the upright part of the candle holder into a vertical position. 








6. Heart Hook,      7 ½” of  1/8” x 1/2” flat bar stock





�





Cut a slot 2 ¾” long down the center of one end of the bar to begin making the two sides of the heart.  This can be done on the band saw quicker and more accurately than hot slitting with a chisel, but that’s your choice. 


Draw out the other end keeping it flat and taper to a point 5 ¼” in length (good hook size).  Make a little rat tail tip. 


Heat, quench the tip, and form the curve of the hook over the horn.  This shaping can be a little tricky because the stock is flat and the curve of the horn tapers to the point. 


Using special tongs to hold the hook, heat and pull the two heart sides out so you can work them separately.


Draw out and taper each side to 3 ½” in length.  Break the edges.  Fix each side to be the same size because even a 1/8” difference can make the heart look “Off” center.


Shape one side of the heart on the horn with little side-swiping blows.  Then flatten out on the anvil face.  Repeat this for the other half of the heart.


Carefully tap the halves together so the points just meet.


Visually inspect at arms length and correct if necessary.





David reheated and took the heart apart so he could reform it again on a special jig he had made.  The jig is held in the vise and allows the ½ heart curves to be made quickly and accurately.  This would be very useful if you were making many hearts and needed them to be consistent.  





Start by forging the holder end. Shoulder 1 ½” down from the end over the far edge of the anvil. (looks like a small flag)


Thin the long part along the ¾” dimension to ½” or slightly less making it longer.


Heat the flag and clamp the long part in         the vise just below the flag.  Knock the flag over 90 degrees, clean and square it up. (will look like a hockey stick).





�





_______________________________________________





7. Bottle Opener,      1” x ¼” flat bar stock (cut to length later)





�





Measure and mark ½” in from the end and the sides with a center punch.


Holding a 1/8” x 5/8” slot punch with tongs, make a hole in the bar at the mark.  Knock out the slug over a bolster block to protect the edges from deforming.  Cool punch.


Use a small opener (like a drift) over a bolster block to make the slot larger.


Repeat with a larger opener to increase the size of the hole until it can be worked on the tip of the anvil horn.  Try to keep the mass the same all around the hole.  Flip it around to get it even and break all the edges.


On the next heat, vertically squash down the hole on the face of the anvil to make the classic bottle opener shape.


Next use a small round flat ended punch to form a small tab on the inside edge of the squashed hole.  This is what catches on the underside of the bottle cap to pry it off.


Use the cut off hardy to trim off the bottle opener from the long bar about 3 inches up from the hole.  Taper it down slightly to make the handle.


Shoulder the last ½” using half blows on the near edge of the anvil.  Taper this out to a point and add a rat tail.


Heat again, quench cool the rat tail, and shape a small loop hook on the horn for hanging the bottle opener.





    ______________________________________________





8. Zig Zag Hook,      25” of  ¼” round stock





�





Taper the first end to a point and form a rat tail at the tip.


Cool the tip in the slacktub and form a hook over the horn.


Fuller in a flat spot above the hook for the screw hole.


Cool the hook and heat the opposite end.


Taper second end to slightly longer point than the first.


Add another rat tail, but be sure to not close it up too tight, and leave enough of a hole for a second screw.





Heat the area above the flat and clamp the hook in the vise with the hot part just above the vise jaws 


Bend slightly perpendicular to the hook with scroll tongs.  


Heat a little higher up on the rod and bend it in the other direction until a loop forms and the metal touches itself.


Heat again and make another loop in the other direction being sure to keep the loops tight. (think ribbon candy)


Repeat making loops out to the end with an artistic eye. 


Heat the whole thing and clamp down to hammer flat.


Since it is round stock, the angle of the loops to the hook is not that important while making the loops as twisting the hook back to 90 degrees will not show.  


This hook takes 2 screws because it is so heavy.





    ____________________________________________





9. Dimple Hook,      3 ½” of  ½” square stock





�





David had a custom made tool that looks like a handled punch, but with a ¾” stainless steel ball bearing welded on to the end.  He called this his special dimpling tool.  (This tool is beyond anything I could make, but I might try using a small ball peen hammer.)  David also had a pair of custom made tongs with a ball on one jaw to clamp into the dimple. 


Using the dimpling fuller and the treadle hammer, make the round depression into the stock about ½” from the end. It took several heats and multiple blows to make the dimple deep enough.


Cool the dimple end and grip it with the special tongs.  Heat and taper the other end.  Draw it out 5 ½” from the closest edge of the dimple.


Leave the hook square at the top, but round it off towards the end.  Then make a rat tail on the tip.


On the next heat, cool the rat tail and form the hook on the horn of the anvil.  Square it up on the face of the anvil.


The screw hole can be drilled at the bottom of the dimple.








If you’ve read through all of this, I think you’ll agree that it was indeed a very full day of blacksmithing.  Much thanks to David for organizing so many presentations for us.  I only hope I did justice to his excellent instruction.  If I did miss any major points, then I apologize and claim the newbie excuse.





The theme to this past year’s events has been focused on the new blacksmith, and the demos have been terrific learning experiences.  If you check out our website, Bobby has now completely arranged next year’s schedule of events.  It looks like 2010 is going to be an awesome year for blacksmithing.





Happy Holidays and we’ll see you all in January.


Happy Forging,


Bill





         Thank You All


                       By Bobby Floyd


     As of November 2009 we are starting our 5th year and who would have ever guessed that we would make it this far! not me nor Charlie Boothe who was a partner in organizing this Association. He thought maybe we could continue for two years. All of you made it possible with your participation in almost every aspect of this organization.  Thank you!


    Our attendance at the monthly events was good, therefore our revenue from admission fee, auctions, raffles, and donations paid for everything with some surplus for 2010. New membership was impressive for the 2nd year in a row. The Events were both fun and educational. What more can one ask for? 


    Some of our members went the extra mile many times and I would like to recognize their efforts. David Hinshaw wins the prize for being the most positive, determined and energized. No one can deny that he is a gifted writer, just read some of the articles in our Newsletters, especially the one in this issue. John Riddle wins the prize for spreading the word the most about Blacksmithing to the general public through his talks and demonstrations. Tom and Val Harrell win the prize for being the most dedicated. Every trip that they took to attend our events took over 3 hours one-way and they only missed 1 of 11, sometimes getting up as early as 3:30 am to make sure they were at our events an hour early.


   Other members that we would like to say special thank are: Val Harrell is the best Administrator that we have ever had. She is always there early to welcome us all with a big smile, to sign people in, provide name tags, take the admission fee, take lunch money, sell raffle tickets, sell t-shirts-hats, sign up new members, pass out brochures and other material. Wendell Wyland has always done an amazing job with our Library that he brings to our events. Dale Morse does a masterful job of providing us with 





a how to do articles for our Newsletter. We all appreciate Ron Howard’s  determination to keep us safe at our Events. Bill Roy designed our Brochures and got them printed. Ted Crockett provided us with 100’s of photos of every events; Jerry Jones took group photos plus other photos at every event. Others who have provide photos are: David Hinshaw, Ron Howard, David Brown, Wendell Wyland, John Riddle, Marshall Ecker & Bill Roy. John Elliott, a member and owner of Blacksmith Supply for donating great items to be raffled off during the year to help us out financially. Charlie Hudson, Buford Hodges, John Riddle, Mickey Surrett , Ken Herndon, Charlie Boothe and Gary & Christian Birkett for tailgating. David Oakes for bring us delicious fresh bakery made doughnuts. David Hinshaw, Tom Harrell and Bill Roy for writing our Green Coal Reports along with others like David Brown, John Riddle, Christian Birkett, Gary Hatmaker, Steve Ferguson, Ron Howard, Gerald Boggs, Charlie Boothe, Bobby & Gale Moose, Griffin Hinshaw, Ken Herdon, Wendell  Wyland, George Juettner, Richard Bartelt, Sterling, L. T. Skinnell, Glen Bryant,  Justin & Blake Gilbert,  for proving and/or being a part of our Current News. Glen Bryant and Jay Abboud for providing DVDs of some of our Events. Steve Ferguson for providing some blacksmithing DVDs. Members L.T. Skinnell and Randy Cox for demonstrating for free. Danny Ward for hosting his event for free along with L. T. Skinnell and Ron Howard for doing the same at their Events. We all must say a special thanks to the 20 plus members that did public blacksmithing demonstrations this year.


    I could go on & on but I think you get the drift.


   


You are the ones make this Association happen!





We hope all of you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!


Bobby & Jocelyne








ODBSA Next Event is on Saturday January 9th, 2010


                        At 


                      Evington Iron Works





Host: Jeremy Funderburk (owner of the Evington Iron Works)       � HYPERLINK "http://www.evingtonironworks.com/" �www.evingtonironworks.com�  


       314 Miles Lane-Hwy 24�       Evington, Virginia 24550 �       434- 821- 1774


Time: 10:00 am until at least 3:00 pm (please come early)�Lunch: Brown bag it or go to near by country store (a couple of miles away)


Admission fee: Yes, $15 (First time guests and immediate family members that do not blacksmith are free)


50/50 Raffle: Yes, for the ones that want to participate


Auction: Yes, the remaining simple items that David Tucciarone made at the last Event in the afternoon


                                       �Subject: Modern Blacksmithing? (See how a large fabricating shop works)�                Note: You decide for yourself if a fabricating shop is really a modern day Blacksmithing shop. Jeremy started like us with “hammer and hand.”                               ��Demonstrator: Jeremy Funderburk


About Jeremy (copied from his Web Site  � HYPERLINK "http://www.evingtonironworks.com/" �www.evingtonironworks.com�  )


I started blacksmithing for a couple of years in high school with my best friend. After he moved away, I stopped smithing for about 6 years. After serving a tour of duty in the Navy for 4 years, I moved back to the family farm. I purchased my first forge at an old man's farm and started doing reenactments with my family.         


When I went to my first craft show, I had no idea what I should take to sell at the show. A woman came by and asked if I could make her a Shepard's Hook. Since then, it's been hard to keep up with the demand.


Everything I make is custom ordered. From practice and reading books on Smithing, I have been able to get into more complex designs.


I have a master blacksmith that has taught me how to use my new power hammer, which comes in very handy when I have to work with very thick iron.


Directions:� Adjacent to the railroad tracts in Evington   �                 From Lynchburg: go south on route 29 about six miles (not far from Sunrise Forge) turn right at traffic light onto route 24 west and continue for about six miles and it is on the right side  — just before railroad tracks.�                 From Danville: go north on route 29 (about 44 miles) and turn left at traffic light onto route 24 west and continue for about six miles and it is on the right side— just before railroad tracks. �                 From Vinton: route 24 east to Evington (about 37 miles) immediately on other side of railroad tracks on left. �                 Other: because there are so many ways to get to Evington, please check your own map. �                 Parking: next to railroad tracks.























				





�





Old Dominion Blacksmith Association group photo was taken at the last event of the year 2009 on November 14th at SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA with Master Blacksmith/Educator David Tucciarone as our demonstrator.  The subject was making simple hand forged items for Christmas gifts.





Photo taken by Jerry Jones
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                   WINTER FUN


                          By David Hinshaw





     Can you picture a cold winter day with your favorite chair a little closer to the wood-stove than your wife remembers it being. Your kids home from school for the winter break. I know my son’s here somewhere: there’s bread crumbs in the milk jar and the laundry hamper is bowed out in the center again. That and the living room looks like a scene from the movie “Animal House” with layers of warm clothes laying somewhere near where they where shed. Snack wrappers and empty glasses embellish the coffee-table that is now guarded by snow covered boots. All in all a happy surprise, I didn’t expect him till the end of the week. 


  The very best surprise came when he asked, by chance, did I have any coal, and that we could maybe do a little forging while he was home. It seems that he had broken a fire-place poker at a friend’s house and wanted to replace it. Maybe the fact that the very same friend belonged to the snow covered boots blocking the front door and had made the trip home with Griffin this year, had something to do with him remembering. I’m not going to question fate; I’m just going to be thankful for a reason to go to the shop and start a fire. Wait a minute dad, it’s kind of cold out there and the football games are just now coming on. No, No son, the lights just right this time of day, was the first thing that blurted out of my mouth, I know! I didn’t think that one through but it was the best I could do, pushing the boys in front of me, picking safe footing on the snow covered path leading to the shop. I had to work fast, for Miss Rhonda is in the kitchen making Peanut Butter Fudge and the boys have already learned of this fact. Great forces working against me here and I’ll have to be on my toes or Twelve minutes from now I’ll be standing here by myself, wondering what the old fire poker looked like and how Green Bay is doing. Knowing that there will be very little fudge left when I finish OUR task and return to the house.


     This would not be much of a holiday story had it not been for the simple words of “Magic” that came next. Let us do it Dad, that way I can say it’s something that I made and Derrick has never done anything like this before. 


    Griffin’s tales of trips to past meetings, amazing things seen at the hands of Master Blacksmiths, took center stage in the shop as the days fire came to life in the forge. Watching as he selected a hammer and looked for a way to raise the anvil on its base. I remember when I was taller than he is and telling him the very same things that he is repeating to his 








                   ODBSA Schedule of Events for 2010��     Because Old Dominion Blacksmith Association’s end of year remaining revenue is better that last year’s, we decided to book our demonstrators in advance; therefore we can publish our schedule for the complete year 2010 early.  By having an advanced year schedule, it affords all of you the chance to plan to attend the events you want to see ahead of time. ��What’s happening in 2010:�1. All Events are held the 2nd Saturday of each month except the one in October, which is the 1st Saturday of the month. No Event is ever held in December.�2. Professionals and non-professionals will demonstrate to ODBSA�3. We will have two Professional Artists demonstrators using iron as their medium.�4. There are 3 events where we are privileged to have delicious home-cooked meals provided by our Hosts.�5. 10 of 11 different locations in south central, east central, central, southeastern Virginia in 2010 where we will have our Events: Danville, Rustburg (twice), Evington, Collinsville, Waynesboro, Lexington, Appomattox, Bedford, Martinsville, and Boones Mill. �6. Five Events will be at some Blacksmithing shops that we have never seen before; always a favorite to all ODBSA members who want to see what others have in their shops. This is always Educational.  �7. Hands on training (making your own tools). This is one of two hands–on occasions this year.�8. ODBSA members will be demonstrating at a large public historic event the Art of Blacksmithing. It’s hands on again. This is the first for ODBSA because the Organization putting on the festivities has Insurance covering the public that affords us this opportunity.�9. Watch it in person as they progress from making bloomery iron from the start with rocks (iron ore), using charcoal, to the finish with something hand forged with it. We might even be active participants in this bloomery process. Another first for us. �10. How to make a lot of simple hand-forged X-mas gifts. (A favorite and a repeat)�11. How to make Contemporary Sculpture Through Blacksmithing. Another first for ODBSA.  �12. Is a fabricating shop the modern blacksmith? You decide. We’ll visit a large fabricating shop and see how it’s done. Another first. �13. Learn how to make a saw tooth trammel with candleholder and rush lamp holder not using a saw.  �14. Learn how to make tongs and things from horseshoes.�15. See what one of best-known farrier/horseshoer in the world can do with a hot piece metal. It will surprise you what unique hand forged items that he can make.�16. How about sharpening a plow, putting iron rings on a barrel, making a horse head in iron, making a nine brain and/or rope handle or just learn blacksmithing from one of our best; just ask him and he will make it. He is everybody’s favorite blacksmith to “spin a yarn” or “tell a tale” and one of ODBSA members most requested Master Blacksmith demonstrator.�17. “Introduction to Joinery” presentation by a rising star in Blacksmithing. He will also be showing his talent at the ABANA conference in Memphis.


�** Always check our Monthly Newsletter for more and exact details. It’s usually on the last page.


     Member’s admission fee at most of ODBSA events is $15. All first time guests are free and member’s non-blacksmithing immediate family is always free. Anyone under the age of 18 (that blacksmiths) is free, if the parent is a blacksmithing attending member.�Other possible expenses: For those that want to participate: 50/50 raffle; raffle off items made/donated or an auction of items made/donated.�Most Events/meetings/shows start at 10:00 am and the demonstrators are asked to work until at least 3:00pm. Many times they work longer.�Refreshments are often times furnished (Donation Jar)�Lunch: is sometimes furnished by our Host and the normal cost is $6.00 and the money is taken when you sign in (the money for lunch goes to our host). Other times we go out to eat or brown bag it. �Reminder: You must tell me if you are planning on coming to any Event and if you change your mind, you also must tell me in advance of the Event. 








January 9th at Jeremy Funderburk Evington Iron Works, Evington, Virginia�                Demonstrator: Jeremy Funderburk�                Subject: Modern Blacksmithing? (See how a fabricating shop works)�                Note: You decide for yourself if a fabricating shop is really a modern day Blacksmithing shop. Jeremy started like us with “hammer and hand.”�               Lunch: Brown bag it or go to near by country store (a couple of miles away)                                       �                                � HYPERLINK "http://www.evingtonironworks.com/" �www.evingtonironworks.com� 


February 13th at David Tucciarone’s SunRise in Rustburg, Virginia.�             Demonstrator Master Artist Blacksmith/Educator Fred Crist�             Subject: Presenting a touch of class: "Contemporary Sculpture Through Blacksmithing" �             Lunch: Brown bag it or eat at any one of the many nearby places �             Note: 1. This is the first time ODBSA has seen this type of demo.�                      2.  John Elliott of Blacksmith Supply will be here with his truck full of new blacksmithing wares for you to purchase. � HYPERLINK "http://www.blacksmithsupply.com" �www.blacksmithsupply.com� �                           � HYPERLINK "http://www.facristmetalsmith.com/" �www.facristmetalsmith.com��March 13th: Lee Sauder, a Professional Artist Blacksmith in Lexington, Virginia, will be Old Dominion Blacksmith Association’s host and demonstrator at his new shop (Germinal Ironworks). Watch him and others smelt rock (iron ore) using charcoal, and then using this bloomery iron to forge an item/s from it.�Lunch: brown bag it, no places close to eat�                                         � HYPERLINK "http://www.leesauder.com/" �www.leesauder.com�  � April 10th at Clover Hill Village near Appomattox, Virginia  �The Clover Hill Village event is called “The 145th Year of the Annual Meeting of Lee & Grant”.            � Demonstrators:  Old Dominion Blacksmith Association members. We will demo to the general public and learn from each other.  We are planning on having many forges set up and roped off next to the old Blacksmithing shop where Richard Bartelt will be demonstrating. Ted Crockett will be dressed in his confederate uniform and will not demonstrate blacksmithing this day. We have permission to bring items to sell. How about bringing some hand-forged items (not for sale) to show to the public. We would like to have every member in attendance demonstrate something for at least a few minutes. Actors will be portraying Robert E. Lee, his Lieutenants and 200 - 250 others of the time period; some will have their horses.  Make it family day if you wish. ODBSA will not have an admission charge for this Event and the Village has waived the admission charge of $10 for adults and $5 for children under 12 for Old Dominion Blacksmith Association who demonstrate at their Event” (family members and your guests must pay their admission fee as well as our members in attendance that do not demonstrate.�               Lunch: brown bag it or purchase it from the Historic Society that will be selling Brunswick stew or buy it from other possible vendors.  The Village will have a free supper for all ODBSA blacksmithing demonstrators and immediate family (around 6:00 pm). �             Note: This event is an exception to our normal events but it is an exciting opportunity for us to share what we know to the public.  �                  � HYPERLINK "http://www.appomattox.com/html/cloverhill_village.html" �http://www.appomattox.com/html/cloverhill_village.html� �May 8th at Dale Morse’s Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing at his new location in Waynesboro, Virginia. Dale is a professional Master Blacksmith/Educator and ODBSA Vice President of Education.  This is a Hands–On Event. We will have access to all the forge stations at his school. Dale will show us all how to make some of our tools and then we make them there.  �                  Lunch: brown bag it or eat at any one of the many nearby places.  Note: Dale’s event is the most requested from our members. This is our 3rd year with Dale at his school.�                                          � HYPERLINK "http://www.vablacksmithing.org/" �www.vablacksmithing.org�   �June 12th at L.T.Skinnell’s Otter Hill Forge, Bedford, Virginia�               Demonstrator: Master Blacksmith/Educator Jerry Darnell�               Subject: (A) saw tooth trammel with candleholder and rush lamp holder and if time permits (B) tulip door latch.�              Note: All Master blacksmiths have superb hammer control but I have not seen anyone that knows as much about blacksmithing and that works hot metal as fast as Jerry. This event is for those members who want to see something more advanced in hand forging. �             Lunch: Provided by Barbara Skinnell and family/friends   �                                          � HYPERLINK "http://www.millcreekforge.com/" �www.millcreekforge.com�  �                                                                                                                                                Con’t on next page





					





July 10th at Danny Ward’s Danny Ward Horseshoe School�             Demonstrator: Farrier, Blacksmith and Teacher Danny Ward, Martinsville, Virginia        �             Subject: Some of the simple things that he has learned to make over the years.�             Note: Danny’s father and grandfather were blacksmiths/farriers and I know that he is a good blacksmith as well as one of the best-known farriers/horseshoers in the world. �             Lunch: Brown bag it or eat at any one of the many nearby places         �                                � HYPERLINK "http://www.dannywardhorseshoeingschool.com/" �www.dannywardhorseshoeingschool.com� �August 14th at Buford Hodges Blacksmithing shop, Boones Mill, Virginia�              Demonstrator: Professional Blacksmith Gerald Boggs and an ODBSA Member for many years. Note: Gerald will be displaying some of his many Blacksmithing skills at the ABANA Conference this year.�               Subject: “Introduction to Joinery”�               Lunch: Brown bag it or eat at local country store that’s three miles away or Subway five miles away.�                                      � HYPERLINK "http://www.wayfarerforge.com/" �www.wayfarerforge.com� 


September 11th at Ron Howard’s Lonesome Dove Farm, Bassett, Virginia�               Demonstrator: The most requested Master Blacksmith demonstrator by our members: Mr. Billy Phelps�               Subject: Whatever you want to see made he can do it.  He said he would start out by making a 9-piece braid and/or rope handle, this requires a lot of drop tong welding. Be prepared to see one of the best and enjoy a Day with Billy. One of the best self taught artist blacksmiths anywhere and the most requested Master Blacksmith from ODBSA members.  �               Lunch: Provided by Debbie Howard with help from family/friends �October 2th at David Hinsaw’s White Squirrel Forge, Danville, Virginia�             Demonstrators: Apprentice Blacksmith David Hinshaw and Journeyman Blacksmith John Riddle�             Subject: Making tongs and some items that one can hand forge from horseshoes.�             Lunch: Provided by Rhonda Hinshaw with help from family/friends�Note: This event is the first Saturday of the month and not the second.�November 13th at David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge, Rustburg, Virginia�            Subject: Making simple items for x-mas gifts.�            Note: David’s November 2009 demonstration on how to “make some simple hand-forged items for X-mas gifts” was so interesting, enjoyable and a great learning experience that we will repeat again in 2010 with an array of new simple hand forged things we could learn to make for gifts. �            Lunch: brown bag it or eat at any one of the many nearby places       �                                         � HYPERLINK "http://www.storyandforge.com/" �www.storyandforge.com� 


			          Directions:��Evington Iron Works�Jeremy Funderburg�314 Miles Lane-Hwy 24�Evington, Virginia 24550 �434- 821- 1774   � Adjacent to the railroad tracts in Evington   �                 From Lynchburg: go south on route 29 about six miles (not far from Sunrise Forge) turn right at traffic light onto route 24 west and continue for about six miles and it is on the right side  — just before railroad tracks.�                 From Danville: go north on route 29 (about 44 miles) and turn left at traffic light onto route 24 west and continue for about six miles and it is on the right side— just before railroad tracks. �                 From Vinton: route 24 east to Evington (about 37 miles) immediately on other side of railroad tracks on left. �                 Other: because there are so many ways to get to Evington, please check your own map. �                 Parking: next to railroad tracks


									


SunRise Forge�David Tucciarone  �9332 Ward Road 


Rustburg, Virginia 24588


434-821-8424 Directions:  Coming from the south (Danville, Chatham, Gretna) on route 29 go about 1/2 mile past where route 24 intersects. Sunrise Forge sits off some on the left side and you will need to go past it and turn around because there is no crossover in front of his place (it is across the street from used tractor place). �From Lynchburg go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign (Sunrise Forge). go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign. His sign is somewhat faded so look for his yellow mailbox																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																										





Clover Hill Village  (near Appoxmatox, VA)�No address nor telephone� From route 460 at Appoxmatox  proceed East on Route 24, then approximately 1/2 mile past the National Historic Park Entrance, turn right on Route 627.  Cross the next intersection (Route 631).  The Village is about 500 feet on the Right�Germinal Iron Works


�Lee Sauder                                                             David Hinshaw�1365 Bird Forest Road                       &                Danville, VA ------------------------“No Directions yet”�Lexington, VA 24450�


Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing            � HYPERLINK "http://www.vablacksmithing.org/" �www.vablacksmithing.org�      �Dale Morse�200 West Twelfth Street�Waynesboro, VA 22980�It's at the South River Complex:�  Travelling 64 West, exit at Afton (at the top of the mountain) and continue travelling west on 250. Go through the first light at 340 as you come into town. The road Y's at the next light and you want to stay to the left. Cross the bridge and turn left at the next light which is Arch St. Go about 5 blocks and turn left on West Twelfth St. Proceed to the gate. At the gate is a guard and visitors can sign in and get directions to the school's space there. It isn't hard to find. 


�Otter Hill Forge�Barbara and L.T. Skinnell�2732 Otter Hill Road                                  �Bedford, Virginia 24523 �1-540- 297-5817�From Bedford: Take route 714 which becomes ( Falling Creek Road) 0ut past Bedford County Nursing Home and go 5.5 miles across a cement bridge. At top of hill, turn right on route 715 (Otter Hill Rd) and go 1.8 miles. 2732 on mailbox. House on left. �From Roanoke: Take third exit off 460 by-pass. Turn right on to 714 and follow directions from Bedford. If using route 24 from Roanoke use directions from Moneta. �From Lynchburg: Take first exit off 460 (just past McDonalds)Turn left on to 714 and follow directions from Bedford. �From Moneta: Follow route 122 to intersection with route 24.Turn right on to route 24 and go 5.5 miles to "T" intersection with route 43.Turn left on route 43north and go 1.2 miles just past Pecks Baptist Church. Turn right on to route 715 (Otter Hill Rd) and go 1.6 miles. House on right. 2732 on mailbox. �From Altavista: (at by-pass route 43 exit) Take route 43 north for 1.8 miles. Turn right on to route 628 and go 8.3 miles to intersection with route 43 at Mentow Baptist Church. Go right on 43 North for 1.5 miles to intersection with route 24. Turn left on route 43 North and go 3.9 miles just past Pecks Baptist Church to route 715 (Otter Hill Rd) and go 1.6 miles.2732 on mailbox. House on right. �From Yellow Branch (routes 29 & 24 intersection) Take route 24 through Evington and over Big Otter Bridge for 16.5 miles. At intersection route 24 and 43 merge. Keep straight on 24 for 2.7 miles. At this intersection, 24 & 43 separate. Keep straight on 43 north for 1.2 miles just past Pecks Baptist Church. Turn right on 715 (Otter Hill Rd) and go 1.6 miles. 2732 on mailbox. House on right





Danny Ward Horseshoeing School          � HYPERLINK "http://dannywardhorseshoeingschool.com/" �http://dannywardhorseshoeingschool.com/� �Danny Ward�51 Ward Road�Martinsville, Virginia 24112 �276-638-7908 ��Directions: # 51 Ward Road, Martinsville, is 1 mile on the right side of Hwy 57 going toward Chatham (east from the intersection of Hwy 57 & 58). Because there are so many ways to get there, please check your own maps.���Lonesome Dove Farms�Debbie & Ron Howard�124 Pony Ridge Road�Bassett, VA 24055�276-647-8567��Directions: Use your own map or MapQuest��The following is MapQuest directions from Hillsville, Va�1.   Start out going EAST on W STUART DR/US-221/US-58 toward S MAIN ST/US-52. Continue to follow US-58 E.  32.6 mi     �2.   Turn SHARP LEFT onto WOOLWINE HWY/VA-8.  4.0 mi     �3.   Turn RIGHT onto FAIRYSTONE PARK HWY/VA-57. Continue to follow VA-57.  13.4 mi     �4.   Turn LEFT onto BLUE RIDGE YACHT CLUB RD.  0.7 mi     �5.   Turn RIGHT onto PONY RIDGE RD.  ??? mi      �6.   124 PONY RIDGE RD is on the RIGHT. ��











