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Old Dominion Blacksmith Association group photo was taken on April 11, 2009 in Rustburg, VA at Master Blacksmith/Educator David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge. Thirty-nine were in attendance.





�





Kneeling L-R: John Elliott, Jay Abboud, Ron Howard, J.R. Downes, Bobby Moose, Bill Roy, Louise Tucciarone and David Tucciarone; Back L-R: Michael Peay, Rachael Winter, Richard Bartelt, David Hinshaw, Griffin Hinshaw, Steve Ferguson, John Riddle, Gary Hatmaker, Wendell Wyland, Charlie Boothe, Mickey Surrett, Ken Herndon, Dave Brown, Gale Moose, Jeff Shelton, L.T. Skinnell, Troy Shelton, Glen Bryant, Mike Wyland, Ted Crockett, Val Harrell, Tom Harrell, Elaine Kyle, Danny Kyle and Jerry Jones. Not in Photo: David Oakes, Bobby Floyd, Earl Strain, Kathy Liston, Mickey Elliott and Gerald Boggs. 





Because Food Is Provided, you must tell me in advance if you are planning on attending ODBSA next event on May 8th and/or 9th, 2009. The following members said that they were planning on Attending (I did not list the ones who said yes with a ? mark or just a ?): �The ones with the *** are planning on spending the night.


 


 








antique farm machinery. If you are interested in old farm equipment this is the place to go because this is one of the best displays of Antique Machinery in the State of VA.


Interesting classes at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts: ODBSA members get a 25% Discount


Jessie Ward - Introduction - Three Saturdays in a row- May 2,9,16, 


Gerald Bogg - Forging dragons and other whimsical figures - July 6-10 


Steve Kalb - Forging friendships - all levels - July 11,12 


Dale Morse - Strong Foundation at the Forge – all levels -August 10-14


Jerry Jones update: Jerry tells me that he is feeling much better and we are all pleased to hear the good news. Below is a wonderful Dogwood flower that he just made. 


 





Directions to the Buttercup Plantation





 From South (Danville area) 29 North to Gretna-29 North Bus. In Gretna to traffic light. Turn right (40 east) go 10 miles to Mount Airy. Turn left on 640. Stay on 640 to 761. Turn right on 761. Stay on 761 You will see Straightstone Baptist Church keep on 761 and turn right on 3rd paved road from Church. Honeybee rd rte 639----- about 3/4 mile is the 2nd mail box on right (white #816) Turn right here. Gravel driveway is ½ mile. �From East (Brookneal) 40 West to Cody (brick country store) at Cody- turn right on 640 and stay on 640 to dead end. Turn left on 639- When you see sign of leave Halifax county enter Pittsylvania Co. it is 1st driveway on left –white mailbox #816 –Gravel driveway is ½ mile long.� From North (Lynchburg) 29 south to traffic light at rte24. Turn left (24 east) to 501. On 501 go south to Gladys (approx 8 miles). In Gladys at Exxon station (on your left) TURN RIGHT onto rte 761 to Long Island and cross railroad tracks and stay on 761 past Staunton river bridge for 2 to 2 and half miles. Turn left on rte 639 (Honeybee Rd) to 2nd mailbox on right about 3/4 mile (White box # 816) Turn Right. Gravel driveway is ½ mile. If using 501- Stay on 501 south to Gladys and follow above directions from Gladys �From West using Rte 40 Stay on 40 east until 10 miles past Gretna to Mt Airy. Turn left on 640 and stay until 761- turn right on 761 and stay on 761 (you will see Straightstone Baptist church) keep on 761 to the 3 rd paved road on the right. Turn right onto rte 639 Honeybee Rd. Our driveway is at the 2nd mailbox on right (white box #816). Gravel driveway is ½ long. 





                                             The Next ODBSA Event Will Be On


                                    Saturday May 09, 2009 At


                              Plantation Forge in Long Island, Virginia


Host:                   Buttercup Plantation circ 1825 (Jocelyne & Bobby Floyd owners)  


                             816 Honey Bee Road


                             Long Island, VA 24569


                             434-335-5621


Time:                   Friday night – 7:00 pm until at least 10:00 pm


                             Saturday  - 10:00 pm until at least 3:00 pm


Refreshments:    Yes (both days)


Meals:                 Friday- For those spending the night and anyone else that is planning on attending the night’s event


 dinner is lasagna and it will be serve at 6:00 pm and Big Breakfast is at 8:00 am for those spending the night. 


                              Saturday- lunch (Various deli meats, rolls, potato & various other salads, desserts. And if I have


 time, my own  hickory smoked turkey).


Note:                    A donation jar is provided for all refreshment and meals. 





Demonstrator:     Accomplished Blacksmith/Educator Gerald Boggs                                             


Subjects:              Forging Tools Friday night and Leaf Making on Saturday                            


             


                         








Bio (Gerald Boggs): "I first was introduced to blacksmithing back in 1988 by the serendipitous act of walking unknowingly into a gallery full of forged iron.  It was love at first sight.  Very kindly, the blacksmith, Stephan Stokes of Stokes of England, agreed to let me come on the weekends and so began my career in blacksmith.  I was in the Army at the time and halfway through my twenty years.  As often happens, after a couple of years the army moved me away and I didn't start blacksmithing again until I retired and returned to work full time at Stokes of England. That being the year 2000.  After several years working for Mr. Stokes, I decided a journey was in order and went to Britain for several months.  Upon my return, I opened my own Forge and found my learning experience had only begun.  While I built up my own business, I did a bit of sub contractor work for different smiths to help meet the bills and gain more experience. It was at this time I worked for Dale Morse and it was from him I learned to forge weld.  But working alone is a slow way to learn and so began a second journey, but this one was done with the Internet.  My goal was to find a Mentor to help guide me on my journey.  After almost two years of looking, I found Mark Aspery, a Welsh blacksmith living in California and earning his way as a teacher of blacksmithing.  While under the guidance and tutelage of Mr. Aspery, my growth and understanding of blacksmithing has skyrocketed.  While my learning journey is far from over, nor will it ever be, I feel it's time for me to start to return to the blacksmithing community some of what it's done for me."  �                                  � 
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"Friday night, we'll go over forging of tools.  We'll start with a hot cut, then slot punch, a drift and finally a handled hot cut for cutting curves.  I'll be doing all the demonstrations with mild steel, that way we don't have to sit around and wait for them to cool.  I'll bring tools made from 4140 and those we'll be able to use.  I'll also have tool blanks for anyone that wants to give it a go."                              �                                                                               �"Saturday, we'll be going over The Art of the Forged Leaf.  We'll start with two of the most simple and progress to others as time permits.  While the subject of the demonstration is Leaf Making, the intent is to expose everyone to ideas on how to make best use of the anvil and the tools on hand."





31. John Riddle


32. Lloyd Burns


33. Ruby Burns


34. Lonnie Burns


35. Judy Burns


36.


37.


38.


39.


40.





        Green Coal Report


                             By David Hinshaw


     


      The April 2009 monthly meeting of the O.D.B.S.A was held at Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone’s Sun Rise Forge, in Rustburg, VA.  The event covered a Simple Hook with Leaf, Optical Illusion Braid, and Candle Cups from pipe.


     The event started with a Simple Hook. We’ve all made them. Somehow when you see a Master do it, it’s just different. The first 1 ½ “of the stock drawn out to a fine point. The edges softened for maybe 3” up the bar. Each step inspected and corrected before the next. Each step corrected before the next seems to be the part of the lesson that stuck the most. There was a very small rat-tail scroll placed on the end of the soon to be hook. We’ve all made these also. But the Smith saw that it could be a little better. So with a sharp pointed awl or spanner he took the time to true up the curl. Took the time to true up the work. I’m going to make that my second lesson learned. The use of available tools at hand to get the desired effects would be the third lesson learned. I’ve often used a scratch-awl in my woodworking, now I have one in my blacksmithing tools. We’ve all completed the rest of the steps in the making of a hook. Bringing the stock to heat, quenching the tip so as not to spoil the curl, turning the hook on the horn of the anvil. Maybe a twist in the shaft, a leaf on end or May-be even a drive hook. A very fun project that includes quite a few blacksmithing skills. Drawing out to a tapered point, scrolling over the edge of the anvil, quenching and may include twisting, half blows to create shoulders.


      At the beginning of the class, it was asked that David give some pointers on keeping the work clean. Fire control and the simple act of wiping off the anvil between heats were pointed out. I did notice that David works at a lower heat than I’m use to. What I would call high orange. Scale seems to form on the stock at higher temperatures. With lower heat and hammer control he seems to avoid scale all together. Another lesson learned., upsetting and hot cutting 


     The Optical Illusion Braid started with three 18”pieces of ¼” round stock bent double and forge welded on both ends.  All three pieces received a 1” weld on one end and a 1 ½” weld on the other. The three newly formed double bars were then twisted an equal number of times in the same direction. Next comes the tricky part. Forge welding all three of the twisted bars together. Two bars were welded together then the third was added. Working from a sample made some years ago and with very little clues in the joinery to go by, it was decided to weld the pieces stacked directly on top of each other. This was later found to be incorrect. We should have stacked the pieces to form a tri-angle shape when viewed from the end. The next step is amazing. With a good even heat and working at the vise. One end is secured in the vise and the other has a twisting wrench applied. The twist is reversed. As you are reversing the twist the outside of the over the hardie hole piece tries to hold its shape while the warmer core tends to move farther. I forgot to mention that a scarf was created on the shorter welded end to receive a tool handle or other item. The longer welded end was shouldered on the near side of the anvil, and then drawn out to a flat tapered point and at the horn of the anvil, curled back to the shoulder to create an eye for hanging. The end product should resemble a four-piece braid much like the lanyards made at summer camp or scouting crafts.


     The Candle Cups from ¾” pipe had to be my favorite demo of
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the day. Well not counting the “eye on center” demo that was for my benefit. And not so much as for the very nice pieces that were made, but for the simple tooling that was displayed. A trailer hitch ball, round on top and fits nicely in the hardie hole. A fixture called a Ripple Tool. Two 5/16” round bars welded on top of a 1” piece of flat stock, the bars are dressed to the edges so as to leave a 5/16”space in the middle, a shank is welded to the bottom to fit the hardie. The piece to be rippled, in this case a candle cup, is placed over the fixture and using a narrow ping hammer the stock is driven down between the rods. This creates a scallop or ripple effect in the metal. A guillotine type fuller was also shown. I’m sure David made this one. It had three ports cut into it, the last two a little smaller than the one before. Very handy for necking down pipe for candle cups or any stock for that matter.  


      One very important safety rule was brought up about working with pipe. You are going to want to remember to plug the end of the pipe before heating. The pipe acts very much like a flue venting heat to the point of least resistance, being the hair on your arm. I was told that I would, maybe, forget only once.


      The quest for blacksmithing knowledge has become very special for me in the last two months. It’s a quest that I’m sharing with my son. Common ground with a teenager, PRICELESS. Many thanks to Bobby Floyd and the others who give their time and knowledge to make these events better and better each month.


     As always, it is with hope that this report offers some insight into the craft of Blacksmithing. 





          Current News 


                      By Bobby Floyd


For many of you that follow our Web site page Current News, most of the following is duplication. It needs to be in this Newsletter because of the ones that do not have an access to a computer and/or do not follow our Web site.


FYI: At least one new news item, sometimes many more, has been posted on our Web site’s Current News for over 50 consecutives days. Thanks you all that have sent me photos, articles or ideas. Keep them coming and I will post them. 


Top 50: To my surprise we have been moving up some. For the last two weeks we have been in the mid 50’s but this morning at 7:00 am on Sunday April 26 we were # 52 and the other, Top Listed Blacksmithing Sites, we were at #1. They have a weird way of placement and it can change at any second but still we have been in the top 10 since we started. It really does not mean anything but it is sort of fun to see where ODBSA stands. 


 Charlie Boothe to demonstrate at the Halifax County Heritage & Antique Machinery Festival on Saturday May 2nd. It opens at 9:00 am. and it's held at the Fair Grounds near the Race Track in the town of Halifax. This is Charlie's 7th year doing this event and I was Charlie’s assistant Smith a couple of years ago. Charlie is bringing some of his own restored


                                                              Cont on next page





Glen Bryant and David Tucciarone.


Congratulations to Bill Roy on his first "new" used anvil!  Bill purchased this Peter Wright 106 # anvil from Mickey Surrett at our last event and it's a real jewel. This is one of the best-used anvils that I've seen in a long, long time and the price was excellent (under $2 a pound). A Peter Wright anvil is up there with the best anvils ever made. So far, all Bill has done is to knock little rust off.





 Blacksmiths) 


             7. Frontier Culture Museum at Staunton VA (most week-   ends Blacksmiths)�                8. Plain District Memorial Museum in Timberville, VA (special occasions Blacksmiths)


 Master Blacksmith/Educator Dale Morse of the Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing will be our teacher/demonstrator at Danny Ward Farrier School on Sat. July 11, 2009 in Martinsville, VA. This is the 4th consecutive year that we have had this event there and we call it the “Challenge Event.” This is a hands-on event for those that want to participate. There are plenty of forge stations for all. When I first asked Dale to do this a couple of weeks ago, he said that he was sorry but he already had a full class at his school on that date and could not do it. The next day he e-mailed me and said, “wait” -- maybe he could change his class date because he really wanted to come.  He called me Friday the 10th of April and said he changed everything around with his schedule and would be happy to come and teach us some new stuff. Dale is Danny Ward’s favorite Blacksmith and he is one of Old Dominion Blacksmith Association favorites. Dale said he just did a demonstration for the Shenandoah Blacksmithing Guild Thursday night and they had over 35 in attendance. Thank you Dale for everything! 


 Thanks again to Missy Coates: It seems as if ODBSA is always thanking you for your help. Missy just printed and sent me 100 of our new brochures.


Twenty photos by Ted Crockett of our April’s event are posted at the bottom of our Current News page on the Web site. 


Jerry Jones mailed a check for $20 a few months ago. He was unable to attend one of our events and he wanted to help with our lack of funds at the time. This was a class act by Jerry. Thank you! 


On July 4, 2009, I will be the blacksmith demonstrator at Poplar Forest, Thomas Jefferson's retreat home. This is something that I really enjoy doing because I love history, showcase my blacksmithing skills, wear my period costume and “to run my mouth”.�July 4th - Independence Day Celebration �11:00 to 4:00 p.m. Ticket price to be determined. �Come with family and friends to experience Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest come alive with patriotism! Independence Day at Poplar Forest is a perennial favorite for individuals and families throughout Virginia. In 2009, the celebration will feature music, dance, living history interpreters, historic craft demonstrations (potters, weavers, soap-making and blacksmithing), storytelling, interactive children’s games and much more. The festivities will culminate in Poplar Forest’s signature July 4th event: a fife and drum parade, followed by the stirring reading of the Declaration of Independence from Jefferson’s porch. 


 ODBSA Desktop Shortcut. Go to the Current News Page and right click your mouse, then click "Create Shortcut". Now you will have a small logo on your Desktop to click to go to "Current News" our Web Site each time you want to get the daily news from your Association.
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I just wanted to take a moment to recognize some of our newer officers for all their support in making this Association what it is: Ted Crockett, our Photographer, is doing a great job in capturing our events and as soon as he gets home, the photos are e-mailed to me. Each time that I receive them, I see an improvement in his skill with the camera. Thanks Ted. Ron Howard our Safety Officer is taking his responsibility seriously and we are glad that he is; we all thank him for keeping us safe. Excellent job Ron! Val Harrell is the best Administrator that we have ever had. She makes it look so simple and it’s not. Great job Val. Many of you might not know but Val and Tom travel over three hours to attend our events and have only missed one in well over a year. David Hinshaw has given us many interesting Green Coal reports for our Newsletter and all have been given to me in timely manner, so that I can get the Newsletter out on time. Thanks David. Jay Abboud also travels over three hours to our events and has become a real asset to this association. He helps in the filming and he also makes copies into DVDs that Wendell sells from our Library. All you new officers, we all thank you so much. Lets also thank our older officers for "always" doing a great job: Wendell Wyland, Charlie Boothe, Missy Coates, Tom Harrell,


�
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                                                      ODBSA June’s Event


               Will be held At L.T. Skinnell's Otter Hill Forge in Bedford, VA


                                                            On Saturday June 13, 2009.





       I asked L.T. what he and Randy Cox are planning on doing. This is part of his response and it looks like a good day for all of us to learn something new. ��"Hi Bobby,�I've asked Randy to talk to us about setting up and using the oxy acetylene torch. He will cover safety and tips about using one. He will demonstrate welding and brazing and whatever he would like to do, I would like for anyone that would like to try their hand at it to have their opportunity. Randy is really good with a torch and there is a lot that can be done with one if you have the skill. I have no idea how long Randy's demo will last.�After Randy finishes I will do several things depending on time. I thought about making a braided handle for a fire tool using the torch. I also will do a colonial style chandelier that takes two candles and I may also do a farriers rasp tomahawk. We will play it by ear and see how it goes."�





ODBSA April Event was the largest attended event so far this year with 39 members/guests.


Thank you David Oakes for bringing donuts at David's Shop.  Everyone really enjoyed them.


 Admission fee income at April event was $405, plus we had a $5 donation.


 Congratulations to Steve Ferguson the winner of the 50/50 raffle ($24)


Welcome our two newest members: James Downes and Danny Kyle.


John Elliott the owner of Blacksmith Supply LLC with his donation of a new swage block for us to raffle off was the best donation that ODBSA has ever had. Our funds were really low and the $152.00 that we received from the raffle could not have come at a better time. We all owe you a big thanks!


I was the lucky winner of the new swage block. 


 Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Web Site has been viewed 30,860 times as of April 25, 2009. 


Historic Blacksmithing shops in VA that are open to the public.   �1. Colonial Williamsburg, Williamsburg, VA (full time blacksmiths)�2. Red Hill near Brookneal, VA (special occasions Blacksmith) �3. Clover Hill Village near Appomattox, VA (special occasions Blacksmiths)�4. Mabry Mill near Meadows of Dan, VA (most week-ends Blacksmiths)�5. Explore Park near Roanoke, VA (temporarily closed, opens 10/2010)


       6. McCormick farm near Raphine, VA (view only, no


                                                             Con’t on next page�





You can now print your own Old Dominion Blacksmith Association brochures. Just print and fold, and you will have your own brochures to pass out to friends, relatives and neighbors. If you do demonstrations for the public, you might want to print some to pass out to the public. You can print your own brochures by going to our Membership page to learn how.


George Juettner, neighbor (3 miles), friend and ODBSA member just underwent hip replacement surgery and his recovery is going well. 


Clover Hill Village near Appomattox on April 4, 2009 where ODBSA members, Richard Bartelt and Ted Crockett, were demonstrating their Blacksmithing skills in this historic event. The blacksmithing shop is in the bottom photo. Check out the guy playing Robert E. Lee, he really does looks like him.�
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Tailgating at our last event in Rustburg, VA





�





    Gerald Boggs
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Last May at the Plantation Forge








