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the afternoon can arrive later than 10:00 am. I hope this will help those that are driving a long distance to be able to sleep in a little bit longer. Please let me know if you want to participate in either or both classes.


 * Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, Virginia is offering all ODBSA members a 30 percent discount for those that pay full tuition three weeks before a class. See schedule at bottom of this page.


 * Glen Bryant, an ODBSA officer, is the most active demonstrator this year for public events in our association. He has just finished a hot three-day show of his skills for the general public in his hometown of Clifton Forge, Virginia. This was part of “Magic in the Mountains” a festival of the Alleghenies which lasted a week. Wendell (another ODBSA officer) & his wife Debra came to see Glen demonstrate on Saturday.


 * ODBSA Safety Officers: Because blacksmithing demonstrations can be somewhat dangerous for the on lookers, we have asked Bob Saxon and Mark Kinsley to be in charge of “Safety” at our events. Remember everyone, especially our guests, are required to wear glasses and/or safety goggles (furnished by ODBSA) when the demonstration starts and everyone must sign in (Liability Waiver) and get a nametag. We ask everyone for his or her participation in these important matters.


  * Bending/crumpling of the Iron-in-the-Hat tickets to get an advantage on the other members in our raffle is forbidden. Two other officers have asked that this be posted again.


 * Thank you Bettina Wehner (ODBSA Administrator) for another book for the ODBSA Library.


 * Thank you Elmer Roush for demonstrating your blacksmithing and artist skills at our last event. You are a Master and everyone is looking forward to seeing you demonstrate for us again next year.  


 * Thank you Charlie Boothe (ODBSA Treasurer) for cleaning up the items made by Master Blacksmith Dan Easley for our auction.


 * Thank you L.T. and Barbara Skinnell for hosting our last event. L.T. is cleaning up the tongs and wizard that Elmer made to be auctioned off at the next event “The Challenge”. There has been a lot of interest in these signed items so bring plenty of money to place your bids. Eric Bourhill, who will be unable to attend, gave me his secret bid for one of these items.


 * ODBSA Hat and T-shirts have been reordered and will be available at “The Challenge”. They are sold at ODBSA cost of $10 each.


 * Members/Guests that are planning on attending “The Challenge” at Danny Ward’s Eastern School of Farrier Science in Martinsville are: Glen Bryant, Charlie Boothe, Carrie Boothe, Missy & Wally Coates, L.T. Skinnell, Danny Ward, Bettina Wehner, Gerald Boggs, David Tucciarone, Bob Saxon, Mark Kinsley, Reo Garrett, John Riddle, Diane Brzeski, Andy Hasty, Garry Godfrey, William Barts, Eldridge Turner, George Juettner,


 Please let me know if you are planning on attending.


  * August 4th Demonstrator will be Master Blacksmith/Teacher/Artist Joe Anderson and the meeting/demo will be at David Tucciarone’s Sunrise Forge in Rustburg, Virginia.


 * Everyone appreciates accolades, even Charlie Boothe and I. Part of an e-mail from Jo Mazzarol, PR person, Blacksmith Association of Western Australia, Perth , Western Australia who read our Newsletter and saw the ODBSA Web site. Very interesting and well put together. It certainly demonstrates to the rest of us what two blokes can do with dedication, enthusiasm and determination.


  * Southeast Old Threshers’ Reunion at Denton, NC Farm Park will be held June 30 - July 4.  Some of us were there last year 





   Why Run for the Board of ABANA?





     I had written an article about ABANA for ODBSA newsletter and when finished, to my regret, found it to be somewhat negative. Before publishing it, I decided to give the executive board members a chance to read it and give me their opinions. The results were mixed and I decided what I had written would just feed the discontent of some ABANA members and I did not want to “stir the pot” and therefore, did not publish it. 


      I had never considered running for the board until all the officers that I have been in communication with said, “Why don’t you run for the board”. Some, I believe said this because it is their answer to “if you don’t like what we are doing then you run for the board”. Some others were sincere in thinking that I could benefit this Association, as a board member and I would like to thank them. Especially, Master Blacksmith/Teacher/Artist and the Treasurer of ABANA Dorothy Stiegler for her encouragement and help.


     Besides Dorothy Stiegler’s signed nomination, I would like to thank the following ten ODBSA members who are also members of ABANA for their signed nominations: Journeyman Blacksmith Glen Bryant, Journeyman Blacksmith L.T. Skinnell, Master Blacksmith/Teacher/Artist Elmer Roush,  Apprentice Blacksmith Eric Bourhill, Apprentice Blacksmith Richard Bartelt, Apprentice Blacksmith Bettina Wehner, Master Blacksmith/Teacher/Artist David Tucciarone, Apprentice Blacksmith Diane Brzeski, very Accomplished Blacksmith Dick Nietfeld and Blacksmith/Teacher/Artist Dale Morse. 


     If ABANA still has blacksmithing members that are willing to vote and believe in my vision for ABANA then maybe I can be elected to the board. I would love to have the opportunity to help preserve this historic craft for everyone everywhere.


     My Statement is to be printed in the Summer Issue of Anvil Ring. See Statement on page 5 of this Newsletter.  




















                         The Next ODBSA EVENT


The ODBSA Second Annual Blacksmithing Challenge�              “Hands on making your own tongs"


                                                    You will go home with the completed tongs that you have made!


                                                                            And


                      “Hands-on Introduction to Blacksmithing”


                                       It’s time for the beginners to get his or her feet wet! �     Glenn Bryant and others will teach any beginner that wants some basic skills (no pressure and at your own pace) 


                                  Saturday, July 7, 2007�             Location: Eastern School of Farrier Science�                               51 Ward Road�                               Martinsville, Virginia 24112 �                               276-638-7908 �              Host: Danny Ward (an ODBSA member)�              Time: 10:00 am until at least 3:30 pm�              Refreshments: furnished by ODBSA (Donation Jar)�              Lunch: Brown Bag or go to local eating places.�              Iron-in-the-Hat: Yes�              Auction: Yes (what Master Blacksmith Elmer Roush made at last Meeting/Demonstration) �              Metal furnished: Yes (by Gerald Boggs and ODSBA)�              Coal Furnished: Yes (by Danny Ward)


              Seating: bring your own chairs�                               �         Instructors: are Accomplished Blacksmith Gerald Boggs �      and Master Blacksmith/Teacher David Tucciarone��          Directions: 51 Ward Road, Martinsville, Virginia is 1 mile on the right side of Hwy 57 toward Chatham going east from the intersection of Hwy 57 & 58. Because there are so many ways to get there, please check your own maps.





   * FYI: Yes, people did burn their homes down to get the nails. Here is the law that was passed by the House of Burgess in 1645: And it is further enacted by the authoritie aforesaid, That it shall not be lawfull for any person so deserting his plantation as afore said to burne any necessary houseing that are scituated therevpon, but shall receive so many nailes as may be computed by 2 indifferent men were expended bout the building thereof for full satisfaction, reservinge to the King all such rent as did accrew by vertue of the former grants or planting of the same from the expiration of the first seaven years Persons deserting their plantations not to burn the houses, & to receive as many nails as were expended in building it.�   * Improving your Blacksmithing skills: Congratulations to Missy & Wally Coates and Bettina Wehner for taking a weekend class at the Jacksonville Center in Floyd, Virginia on June 2-3, 2007. Charlie Hanks just returned from a week long class in North Carolina at John C. Campbell Folk School and L. T. Skinnell and Glen Bryant are scheduled to take a week class with Jerry Darnell in July at John C. Campbell. Gerald Boggs has just finished a two-week class in Maine with Peter Ross. Eric Bourhill and Richard Bartelt have just finished a weeklong class with Elmer Roush at the Jacksonville Center in Floyd.� * ODBSA Web Site: I have had some inquiries from other blacksmithing groups and individuals wanting to know who set our site up? We use Go Daddy. Just type their name in and you will see what they have for anyone wanting to start a site. It is really simple. I call it "fill in the blanks Web Site" and you need very little computer knowledge. You can register your Domain name with them, they will host your site and provide you with three choices of the sizes of your site that you want under their program "Web Site Tonight." If you know something about computers you can have your site up and running in one night. It took me two. If you’re interested in saving thousands of dollars and having a site that you can change at anytime, then this might be the way for you to go. The cost is about $100 a year to get you going with your own site. I call ODBSA site a very "plain Jane" Web site but find it very functional. I'm sure there are other companies that offer the same thing as Go Daddy but I found what they offer very easy to do and cheap. Any Blacksmithing group wanting more feedback about what we have done, I will be happy to answer your questions. �   * Another way to make your own flux: Dan Easley, when demonstrating for us said he made his own. Borax because it has water in it, he heats it in a pan on the stove and says to be sure to stir it so it does not burn. This removes most of the water. Once this is done he then mixes about 1/4 of roach poison (the roach poison he uses is about 98 PERCENT Boric Acid and he keeps his flux in an air tight container. When asked why he uses roach poison instead of buying just boric acid, he said it was cheaper. I'm looking forward to trying this as a flux.


 * Congratulations to Bob Saxon for his first hand forged item donated to the Iron-in-the Hat.





   * A great recommendation by Glen Bryant for the Challenge. He says: "We need something for every ability level". He has recommended that we have something for the Novices (the beginners). Glen will bring his forge to give classes to any beginner smiths that would like to have some hands-on training.  For those interested in this great opportunity, as they say, “to get your feet wet”, please contact me or see Glen at the event.�   * Wow! What a great day for ODBSA in Bedford, Virginia at L.T. Skinnell Otter Hill Forge with Master Blacksmith/Teacher Elmer Roush. Attendance was way more that anticipated at 42 members/guests; Iron-in-the-Hat and auction was superb with total of $518; five new members signed up for a total of 119; a beautiful hot day; wonderful hosts; delicious refreshment furnished by Barbara Skinnell and on top of that, we had a fabulous demonstration by one of the best blacksmiths in the country. I really don't see how it could get better that this.�   * Welcome to ODBSA newest Members: Andy Hasty, William Barts, Eldridge Turner, Bryan Sheehan, Justin Sheehan and John Reed who just mailed his application to me. We now have 120 members.�   *ODBSA members/guests in attendance at Otter Hill Forge on June 9, 2007. Elmer Roush, L.T. Skinnell, Charlie Boothe, Wendell Wyland, Jerry Jones, Gale Moose, Bobby Moose, Justin Brown, Katelyn Brown, David Tucciarone, Gary Godfrey, Mark Kinsley, Bob Saxon, Carrie Boothe, Bobby Floyd (guests Annette & Sonny Fleisher), Eric Bourhill, Layton Bourhill, Tom Harrell, Val Harrell, George Juettner, Bettina Wehner, Charlie Hudson, Diane Brzeski, Rick Martin and guest John Reed, Glen Bryant, Reo Garrett, Richard Bartelt, Mary Bartelt, John Riddle, Peter Ring, Charlie Hanks, Bryan Sheehan, Justin Sheehan, Andy Hasty, Mary Hasty, William Barts, Brian Skinnell, Barbara Skinnell, Eldridge Turner�   * The Challenge: (Not a contest) Saturday July 7, 2007, will again be held in Martinsville, Virginia, at Danny Ward's Eastern School of Farrier Science. This year the challenge will be Hands-0n “make your own tongs”. The Instructors are Gerald Boggs (morning) and David Tucciarone (afternoon) with L.T. Skinnell assisting the participants; the instructors will demonstrate one step at a time and you will then do the step at your forge and then the Instructor will do the next step etc. until your tongs are made. You will need some experience with the fire so, no Novices (under 10 hours blacksmithing). We have six forges and there could be two blacksmiths (ODBSA members) at each forge. We will have one group in the morning and another in the afternoon for a total of a possible 24 participants. Some of Danny’s farrier students will be participating also and will have access to the other forges that we are not using. Danny is our host and will be furnishing the coal and Gerald or ODBSA will furnish the metal. If you want to bring you own hammer, that’s Ok. I hope everyone will take advantage of this opportunity to have hands- on experience in learning to make his or her own tongs.�    This is one event that some members that are scheduled for 
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                                                      CURRENT NEWS





�





Morning Session 





10:00 am until 12:00 noon with instructor Gerald Boggs. This is the easier of the two and Gerald says it is 100 percent guaranteed success rate.        �     1. Bettina Wehner�     2. Mark Kinsley�     3. Robert Saxon�     4. George Juettner �     5. Reo Garrett


                                                       �                         �





Afternoon Session





1:30 pm until 3:30 pm with Instructor David Tucciarone�    1. Bobby Floyd �    2. Charlie Boothe�    3. Glen Bryant�    4. Missy Coates�    5. Wally Coates�    6. John Riddle�    7. Diane Brzeski


    





    As of June 18, 2007





Officers:


President: Bobby Floyd


V.P. Operations: Missy Coates


V.P. Education: David Tucciarone


V.P. Library: Wendell Wyland


Administrator: Bettina Wehner


Treasurer: Charlie Boothe


Recorder/Producer: Reo Garrett


Asst. Recorder/Prod: Glen Bryant


Safety: Bob Saxon & Mark Kinsley 
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Elmer Roush





Note From Australia


Good evening Bobby,�    I am an eighty year old, retired, and a hobbyist. I like to construct things using combinations of iron, copper, brass, timber and glass, welded or riveted whichever is the most effective and easiest. I always try to do things as simply as possible; trying to achieve the maximum effect with a minimum of effort and materials. We are always telling our beginners to, 'keep it simple'. Some blacksmiths keep adding scrolls and twists believing their creation is getting better when in fact it's getting worse. If the design is hopeless to begin with, then no amount of added iron is going to make it any better. I rarely do a drawing of what I am going to make because I keep changing my mind as I go along. We have a member who always draws everything, down to the last rivet, and never changes his mind. He usually wins the prizes. I have also been known to win a prize or two however.�    If you want some profound advice for your students, tell them that, 'simplicity is the keynote to good design'. They should strive to use the least amount of material to achieve their objective. The really beautiful things built throughout history are a study in simplicity. I believe this simple simplicity is what makes them the works of art they are today.�   Presently I have been making gumnut critters, spiders, with welding wire legs and beady eyes, with primary school children. Children like to make things from natural materials so I am building on that to encourage an interest for creating things, and an eye for design, then perhaps hopefully they will continue making things with their hands in later life. I believe that our future blacksmiths are the children of today. I spent 21 years in the Australian Army, in the bush, as an Automotive Engineer, then another 20 years as a Teacher of Design and Technology in our high schools. I play violin and cello. I have noticed while reading through the Histories of Blacksmithing around the world that most Blacksmiths in country towns were the musicians at the weekly Barn Dances and other places of entertainment, playing fiddle, banjo, squeeze box or some other instrument. So not only were they an imaginative lot, but musical as well. �Would you please tell me your PO Box number so I can sent you the CD. �  Take it easy.� Jo Mazzarol PR person,


 Blacksmith Association of Western Australia Perth. Western Australia � � We would do well to remember our Mother's gentle counsel; 'Play nicely together and share.'








�





                                                                    Statement


                                                By Bobby Floyd


                                                            (To be published in the summer issue of the Anvil Ring)





     With the help of other board members, we need to put “Blacksmithing” back into the Artist’s Blacksmith Association of North America for everyone, especially Novices. We all need to remember what ABANA’s original purpose was. 


 


     Some questions that really bother other members and me are: “why is ABANA losing membership instead of growing”? Blacksmithing is one of the fastest growing hobbies in the country so  “why are these smiths (beginners/ novices) not joining ABANA”.  I will work toward finding out who our members are, who they were and what they want and/or expect from ABANA. This is just plain good business practice.  If ABANA provides services that blacksmiths want and can afford, it will always have a growth in membership.





     This organization has to be more than two beautiful magazines, as some say it is. Let’s make it affordable for everyone to join ABANA and, if we continue with the institution of ABANA conferences, which I hope we do, keep it at a cost suitable for anyone to attend even if we have to consider downsizing and/or having it in one central location.





     My personal goal as a board member will be to support the members and Chapters/Affiliates who support ABANA. The shoe should fit both ways.





      What I bring to the table: new blood for the organization with no blacksmithing baggage from the past and with no hidden agenda; open to changes; have some organizational skills and because I am a relatively new, avid hobbyist blacksmith, I have some ideas of what is missing from ABANA for the new smiths.   





      Blacksmithing Bio: In November 2005 Charlie Boothe and myself decided to form an association just to learn this craft:  Old Dominion Blacksmith Association (96% hobbyist). Since our first meeting in January 2006, ODBSA has 120 blacksmiths that signed up to become members.  I am the President/Editor/Web Master; we are not a non profit organization, we live on a shoe-string budget, we have no dues, we have yet to charge admission for anyone to see some of the best Master blacksmiths in the country that have demonstrated for us on a monthly basis at different shops/studios with an average attendance of 39; we pay all expenses solely from the revenue from Iron-in-the Hat and some auctions of items that the demonstrators have made at our events. We live in a very rural part of south central Virginia where the household income is probably below the average for the country. Yet, we have a computer Web site with current news, made DVDs of our demonstrations which are sold at cost to our members, as are our cups, t-shirts and hats; a superb Library (donations from our members) with books and DVDs that are brought to every event, serve refreshments at all events and sometimes our host provides lunch (donation jar is set up to help out our host), a free monthly newsletter, all of which could not have been done without the help of good officers who really run the show and its active supporting members. One of the main purposes for the above statement about our group was to show everyone that it is not about the money. 


      I have demonstrated for over a year at a National Historic site to numerous school groups and adults and also have done some festivals etc. I personally built my rough-cut lumber blacksmithing shop plus everything in it last year and it has a side draft rock forge that Jerry Darnell advised me on, dirt floor and the simplest of tools are used. Peter Ross did an excellent demonstration in it and never complained so it’s more than good enough for me.





      My personal preference is traditional blacksmithing but do appreciate all aspects of the art. I personally believe anyone that shapes a piece of metal, even the beginner, is creating and is on his way to being an artist.





     A very brief personal bio: started and owned three businesses and sold my last business seven years ago; married to the same person for 39 years; personally restored my 1825 plantation home; have a BS degree after going to university under the GI Bill; Vietnam veteran; started and ran the first special Olympics in Quebec Canada; started a sheltered workshop for mentally handicapped and was Director for many years (all in the French language); worked for pipe line construction company and power company in my youth to just name a few.  I have lived and worked in Georgia, Florida, Texas, Nebraska, Quebec and Virginia. Other hobbies include; windsurfing (I’m a certified instructor), golf, historical research, fishing, gardening, oil painting, and sculpting.





      If you want to make this Association more for the “elite” blacksmiths, metalsmiths, sculptors then I am not the one that you want on the board. This is a sure way to loose membership and increase your dues.





      If you believe in my vision of what this organization should be, for mainly blacksmiths (especially the novices) and easily attainable to everyone interested in this craft at a low cost, “then I’m here to make it happen”.











�





and boy is it a big event! Lot of good used blacksmithing stuff for sale there last year. If you get a chance stop by and see the Blacksmithing shop and visit with Blacksmiths Jimmy Freeze and Tal Harris. Make sure to tell them you are a member of ODBSA.  Jimmy came to one of our events in January 2007. He was kind enough to drive demonstrator Jim Slinning (Amish) to our event. Tal is tentatively scheduled to demonstrate for ODBSA this year. See ya’ll there on Saturday June 30th.   








Fuller just less than halfway





Flatten like this and straighten





Fuller like this to give section





         Fuller like this





                          The Easy Tongs


                              (The morning session)


The following diagrams were taken from Blacksmithing Skills written by J.B. Stokes for the United Nations. Gerald will be demonstrating each step and then you will do it. He will furnish all steel, fullers, rivets, etc.. There will no forge welds; the reins will be drawn out.





Twist through 90 degrees anticlockwise





�





Flatten twist over rounded edge of anvil





Quarter turn to left and flatten twist like this





Do not proceed until everyone has finished the same step.





�





Congratulations you have just made your own tongs!!!!!!!!!!!








Draw your reins out.





Work top curve of eye boss over beak like this 





Work other side of eye boss like this





Punch nearly through like this





Complete punching like this (an old nut is used as support)





Rivet equally from both sides while hot





Set the metal size like this
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