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     One of ODBSA members gave her this  Indian tribe name at our last event at Danny Ward Farrier School, I think it was because she was running most of the day, surely it is not because her feet were black, especially underneath.


     Any guesses on who this is? I’m not saying. She did not want me to take a picture of her feet and she thought I had not because she ran away from me every time I tried to take a picture.  OH, to be young again. 





                                                                     Miss Blackfoot





                                         Am I crazy or just love punishment?


      Who in their right mind would work next to a twenty four hundred plus degree fire when the outside temperature is well over 90 degrees with high humidity all of which helps creates sweat continually running all over ones body including the eyes when working, plus dehydration? Who would stare into white-hot fire to see if metal is hot enough, resulting in possible damage to one eye’s? Who would hit a piece of metal with a hammer on anvil without earplug to help dampen the sound to save one from losing hearing? Who enjoys breathing coal smoke especially when he is a cigarette smoker? Who enjoys staying dirty, smelly and somewhat black all day long? All the above, plus one has the possibility of getting burned by hot metal or the splatter of it at any time. Someone surely must be paying me big bucks to take this punishment? No, believe it or not, I’m paying with my own money and time for this ordeal.  Is this repentance for my past sins?  This could be it. They say in blacksmithing: if you hit cold metal you will go to Hell. So, I must have hit a lot of it cold. They say Hell is hot, am I there already? Is this the first sign of senility? No, it cannot be because most everyone else doing this is younger than I. Is this some sort of a disease that others and I have? Maybe.  I never said that I was very smart. So, why do I do it? You tell me. Golf is beginning to sound really good to me (just kidding).





                                         Notification:


     Because of lower attendance at the last few events we are not getting enough money from the Iron-in-the-Hat raffle to pay for all of our future monthly expenses therefore we will try something different at the Event in Bedford to improve this situation.


    Everyone (including guests) in attendance (except wives, children of members, and paid demonstrators) will be required to pay $10 admission fee when signing in. Each person will be given 11 raffle tickets for the Iron-in-the-Hat raffle for the $10 admission fee and if you wish to purchase more tickets (which I hope you do), you will need to see ODBSA Treasurer Charlie Boothe at his table. Every “Member” in attendance is still required to donate an item or items to the Iron-in-the-Hat (preferably hand-made items donated).


      If the above is not to your liking or it does not work to pay our expenses we will try something different. 


     Everything is going up in price; therefore we are increasing the suggested $5 for food/refreshment furnished by our host to a mandatory minimum of $7 per person for all future events: to be put in the donation jar. This applies to everyone except the host and demonstrator. All proceeds go to our host.





                         Why is there lower attendance?


Gas prices seem to be the largest culprit.


Some members do not like “ hands-on” events.


Some members are not interested in what is being demonstrated or the demonstrator.


Some members think that they have learned all that they wanted to about blacksmithing from ODBSA.


Some signed up for curiosity and came once or twice and have not returned.


We all have to remember that for 98 percent of our members - blacksmithing is just a hobby (some more interested in blacksmithing than others) and family/life must take priority. Hobbies come and go for most of us.


There are many other “individual reasons” why members have stopped coming.


Note: These are all good reasons for not attending our events. If we cannot continue, for whatever reasons, so be it.  ODBSA members have had an excellent blacksmithing learning experience in the two and half years since inception. I am very pleased to say that I have really enjoyed it and want to thank the many officers that have helped keep it going.  If you’re interested in keeping this Association alive then I’m open to any suggestions. You are the Association; I’m just a facilitator. Most of time I enjoy doing the Web site, Newsletters, etc but I will not pay from my own funds nor do I expect anyone else to just to keep ODBSA going. This has to be a group effort. 


      Hope to see you all at L. T. Skinnell’s shop in August. Let me know!  





�





�





VOLUME III                                                           Est. 01/06                                                      ISSUE VII


98% Hobbyists                                      ABANA Affiliate                                2% Professionals                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               


                 Old Dominion Blacksmith Association


                                                      � HYPERLINK "http://www.odbsa.com/" �www.odbsa.com�    


                                                           434-335-5621


                                                    � HYPERLINK "mailto:va18@hotmail.com" �va18@hotmail.com�


                                                                      


                                                                                


                                                                             ODBSA


                 “MONTHLY”


                                                   


                                               Newsletter





Articles                           Page


Miss Blackfoot                                      2


Am I Crazy or Just Love Punishment   2                            Notification                                           2  Why is There Lower Attendance          2                                 


Jerry Darnell’s Shop                             3


Current News                                       4


July’s Hands-on Event                         5                


        By Bobby Floyd


ODBSA Next Event                             6


       By L.T. Skinnell





Officers:


President: Bobby Floyd


V.P. Operations: Missy Coates


V.P. Education: David Tucciarone


V.P. Library: Wendell Wyland


Administrator: Andy Hasty


Treasurer: Charlie Boothe


Recorder/Producer: Reo Garrett


Asst Recorder/Prod: Glen Bryant


Safety: Tom Harrell, Bob Saxon, Mark Kinsley & Wally Coates





Other Contributors:


Proof Reader - Jocelyne Floyd 


Photos - Jerry Jones





�





                               Jerry Darnell’s shop


    Because Jerry’s home and shop is within 30 miles or so from Denton, NC, my wife and I decided to visit Seagrove the pottery capital and pay Jerry an unannounced promised visit. 


   As you can see by the photo, the setting for his shop is different and wonderful. Not knowing that we were coming we caught Jerry working away at his forge with sweat coming from his forehead. He looked just like he does when he demonstrates for ODBSA. The speed at which he works still amazes me and he works that way when he is alone also. 


   He has three stations (forges and equipment) that he can work from but uses the one with the piled up coal ashes next to the side draft forge the most. He has an office, two forging rooms, paint room, three display rooms, welding room and equipment galore.  I do not know exactly how long he has been blacksmithing, I think over 30 years, but his accumulation of blacksmithing paraphernalia that he uses is astounding, including wheelwright stuff. Yes, he is a wheelwright also. 


   We also had the pleasure of seeing his new extraordinary beautiful brick colonial home sitting back in the wood about a quarter mile.


   We all know how good Jerry is in blacksmithing both as a craftsman and teacher so if any of you ever have the opportunity to visit his little paradise in Seagrove, NC, do so, because it is truly a wonderful educational experience. Thank you Jerry for all that you have done for ODBSA and me. My wife and I really enjoyed our visit and your hospitality.     





                                        Current News


                                                                        By Bobby Floyd





Mickey Surratt from Fincastle, VA is ODBSA newest member. Mickey is a market vendor like Charlie Hudson and Buford Hodges and will be bring some used blacksmith wares to our events as he did at our event in July at Danny Ward’s Farrier School. He signed up as an Observer only but is familiar with the blacksmithing trade because of his relatives doing it when he was young.


Latest archeological find at our Plantation Home (1825): While digging to run some electrical wire I found the rock walking path from the Manor House to   the Weaving House and some huge rocks (one weighed at least a thousand pound) that were probably the foundation to the Weaving House chimney. The Weaving House was located directly behind the smoke house where Wendell Wyland was set up with his forge at my event a few months ago.


Thank you Eric Bourhill for mailing your Iron-in-the-Hat raffle items to me for the July Event that you were not able to attend. Class act—Thanks.


I’m still in need of articles from our members for our Newsletter. I have yet to copy from other blacksmithing group’s Newsletters.


My wife and I went to Denton, NC on July 1st, the first day of the annual event. Charlie Hudson and Buford Hodges were set up there. I was hoping to find some deals on Blacksmithing equipment but there was much less than last year and we came away empty.  Jimmy Freeze was demonstrating in the blacksmithing shop with another fellow. I had a chance to observe Jimmy forge and he is really good. Jimmy is the person that drove Jim Slining to our event at Jeremy’s place last year. When leaving for the day we met Grand Master Blacksmith Peter Ross coming in and had a chance to talk with him for a few minutes. He is doing great and he has totally relocated to NC. For those new to the craft, Peter was the Managing Master Blacksmith for over 20 years at Colonial Williamsburg, VA and help kick-start this association by having a great demo at my shop in April 2006 before my rock forge was made. 


Missy Coates has been under the weather the last three weeks and could not mail the past Newsletter, so I did and the cost is greatly increased when I do it because of ink jets, paper, envelopes, and stamps. I will also be mailing this one. 


I forgot to thank Wendell Wyland for providing free drinks for our event at Floyd last month. Thanks Wendell, you saved the day for us all.


I have had a chance to see the ones that have been doing hands-on training in the last four months and all that I can say is “way to go”. Every one of you has really come out of your shell and improved rapidly. Congratulations to you all.


 Danny Ward is offering coal for sale to any of ODBSA members.  David T. said it’s some of the best he has used in a while and he is planning to buy some. 











Here is our Budget: as you can see we have had three events already this year that did not meet our monthly expenses. If we had not had a carry over from last year we would be in the red or negative side.





     ODBSA 2008 Expense and Revenue Report:� Revenue:�    Carry over from 2007---------------------------------------------- $746.00�     January Iron-in-the- Hat------------------------------------------   376.00�     Feb. Iron-in-the-Hat ----------------------------------------------    386.00�     March Iron-in-the Hat-------------------------------------------  *  240.00�     April Iron-in-the -Hat.--------------------------------------------    474.00�      May Iron-in-the-Hat.---------------------------------------------    348.00�      June Iron-in-the-Hat--------------------------------------------- *  199.00


      July Iron-in-the-Hat--------------------------------------------- *   190.00�                                                                                                              _____________�                                                                                                                     �                                                        Total Revenue----                                  $2955.00     � Expenses:�       Demonstrators----------------------------------------------------  1865.00�       Use of facility-----------------------------------------------------  100.00�       T-shirts, hats, mugs for demonstrators and host------------      10.00�       Lunch for demonstrators------------------------------------------  20.00�       Part of lunch expense in March--------------------------------     60.00�       Missy for stamps-------------------------------------------------     50.00�       Computer Ink----------------------------------------------------      33.00�       Jerry for mail of disk--------------------------------------------     10.00�       Metal for us at the Jacksonville Center event.---------------     40.00


       Metal for July event----------------------------------------------    80.00


       Bottle water/ice for July event---------------------------------     10.00


       Postage for mailing June Newsletter---------------------------  13.00


       Ink jets for mailing June Newsletter ---------------------------  46.00


                                                                                                                     ________�                                                                                                                         �                                                       Total Expenses:--------                            $2337.00�                                                                                                                                              � Total amount on hand-------  +    $622.00


 Average monthly expenses-----     334.00�     �  Expected  August Expenses: �       1.   Demonstrator ----------------------------------------------$325.00


       2.   Postage for mailings-------------------------------------      13.00


3.   Ink Jets/paper/envelopes--------------------------------      50.00





Iron-in-the-Hat items in dark are hand-made: John Riddle-Steer Hook; Tom Harrell-Candle Holder; Charlie Hudson-Hoof Pick; Bobby Floyd- 27 inch Chain Trammel; Glen Bryant-Hook: Glen Bryant- Bottle Opener from horseshoe; Charlie Boothe-Flux Spoon; John Riddle-Steer Hook; Jerry Jones-Blacksmithing Welcome Sign; Charlie Hudson-Knife; Glen Bryant-Hook; Bob Saxon-Candle Holder; Danny Ward-Crescent Wrench; Mickey Surratt-Hammer; Glen Bryant-Rose Leaves; Charlie Boothe-Cut Off Wheels; Glen Bryant-Steel; Danny Ward-Ruler; Andy Hasty-Wrought Iron; Andy Hasty-Tools; Eric Bourhill-Vice Grips; David Tucciarone- Anvil Ring Magazine; David Tucciarone-Book (Early Furniture); David Tucciarone-Saw; Bobby Floyd-Stamp Set: Eric Bourhill-Grinding Wheels; Bob Saxon-Large Leaf Spring.


Of the 14 actual members in attendance, we had a surprising good turn out of items donated. Most everyone donated at least two items or more. Almost half were hand made. Thank you all in attendance for the great support.�       
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           Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Next Event


                                       August 9, 2008


                                                At


                                      Otter Hill Forge





Host:                  Barbara and L.T. Skinnell


Location:           2732 Otter Hill Road                                  �                           Bedford, Virginia 24523 �                           1-540- 297-5817�                                �Time:                10:00 a.m. until at least 3:00 p.m. 


Refreshments:  Provided by Barbara Skinnell�Lunch:              12:00 to 1:00 p.m.  Provided by Barbara Skinnell


Donation Jar:   Minimum donation for lunch and refreshments is $7.00 (all proceeds will go to our Hosts)





Admission Fee: $10.00 for each member/guest (you will be given 11 raffle tickets for the Iron-in-the-Hat raffle)


Free admission:  spouse/children 


Iron-in-the-Hat Raffle:  1:00 pm – 1:20 pm (all members are required to bring at least one item to donate to the raffle)





Demonstrator: Master Blacksmith Jim Slining


Bio: Jim comes highly recommended by other master blacksmiths such as Peter Ross, Jerry Darnell and Ken Schwartz. He worked at the Anderson Blacksmith Shop at Colonial Williamsburg for a decade; had his own shop in NC called the Foothill Trades; he operated this for ten years and also farmed. He and his family have just this year relocated to Stuarts Draft, VA. He has done demonstrations across the country for different organizations; Assisted Old Salem blacksmith/gun shop on many occasions; helped set up the blacksmith shop at the Frontier Culture Museum in Staunton; has been a demonstrator at their Annual Hammer-in; taught at John C. Campbell Folk School and other Blacksmithing schools. He has demonstrated twice for ODBSA and he and his son Caleb attended our event this year at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, Va. They are both ODBSA members. In taking with Jim, he does and has done wrought iron restoration work for large nationally know historic sites like Poplar Forest and Montebello.





Demonstration Projects:


Historic Bolt lock with a Spring


Historic Butterfly Hinge


Historic Hinges


Other items if time permits


Jim wants to hear your blacksmithing questions, so please ask.





Directions:�From Bedford: Take route 714 which becomes ( Falling Creek Road) 0ut past Bedford County Nursing Home and go 5.5 miles across a cement bridge. At top of hill, turn right on route 715 (Otter Hill Rd) and go 1.8 miles. 2732 on mailbox. House on left. �From Roanoke: Take third exit off 460 by-pass. Turn right on to 714 and follow directions from Bedford. If using route 24 from Roanoke use directions from Moneta. �From Lynchburg: Take first exit off 460 (just past McDonalds)Turn left on to 714 and follow directions from Bedford. �From Moneta: Follow route 122 to intersection with route 24.Turn right on to route 24 and go 5.5 miles to "T" intersection with route 43.Turn left on route 43north and go 1.2 miles just past Pecks Baptist Church. Turn right on to route 715 (Otter Hill Rd) and go 1.6 miles. House on right. 2732 on mailbox. �From Altavista: (at by-pass route 43 exit) Take route 43 north for 1.8 miles. Turn right on to route 628 and go 8.3 miles to intersection with route 43 at Mentow Baptist Church. Go right on 43 North for 1.5 miles to intersection with route 24. Turn left on route 43 North and go 3.9 miles just past Pecks Baptist Church to route 715 (Otter Hill Rd) and go 1.6 miles.2732 on mailbox. House on right. �From Yellow Branch (routes 29 & 24 intersection) Take route 24 through Evington and over Big Otter Bridge for 16.5 miles. At intersection route 24 and 43 merge. Keep straight on 24 for 2.7 miles. At this intersection, 24 & 43 separate. Keep straight on 43 north for 1.2 miles just past Pecks Baptist Church. Turn right on 715 (otter Hill Rd) and go 1.6 miles. 2732 on mailbox. House on right





Members/Guests that are planning on attending: Let me know if you are planning on attending, it is important.





1      L.T. Skinnell 


2.     Barbara Skinnell


Jim Slining


Caleb Slining


Charlie Boothe


Bobby Floyd


Jerry Jones





8.. Eric Bourhill


9.  Frank Hancock


10. Glen Bryant


11. Reo Garrett


12. Charlie Hudson


13. David Tucciarone


14. John Riddle 





15. Bob Saxon


16. Wendell Wyland


17. Andy Hasty


18. Mickey Surratt


19.


20.


21.
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    July’s ODBSA Hands-On Event at Danny Ward Farrier School


                                                                      





22.


23.


24.


25.


26.


27.








28.


29.


30.


31.


32.


33.





     This was our third year going to Martinsville and we really appreciate Danny Ward’s hospitality and use of his Farrier School. Danny is an ODBSA member and is a great supporter of what we are doing and accomplishing. Danny not only let us utilize his facilities but furnished the coal.  Thanks Danny for everything. 


     David Tucciarone has to be one of the best teachers of blacksmithing anywhere. We are extremely lucky to have David as a member and our VP of Education. Even Danny Ward made a comment to me about David’s great teaching ability. David had cut all metal to size and had even split one piece that we would need for one of the hand-on exercises. ODBSA paid for the metal.


     We even had one of the school’s students participate in hand-on and three other observed what we were making. David was asked by many of Danny’s students how do you make tongs. David is always willing to help anyone that wants to learn this craft and he did a short demonstration of making the tongs. Great job David. 


     I would like to thank Mickey Surratt, Charlie Hudson and John Riddle for tailgating and I hope you all will do it again at L.T’s place. John Riddle has improved tremendously in his blacksmithing skills but what impressed me also are the artistic skills on some of the items that he had for sale. I hope you bring them to our next event for everyone to see and buy.


    Everyone that participated (Charlie Boothe, Charlie Hudson, Reo Garrett, Glen Bryant, Tom Harrell, Frank Hancock, Bob Saxon , John Riddle, Andy Hasty  and myself ) just moved up the scale in knowledge and know-how of blacksmithing  because of this day. Great job everybody!


    Below are some of Jerry Jones photos of the day that really tell you more than what I’m saying.  Thanks Jerry.
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   Group Photo of ODBSA members at Danny Ward’s Farrier School for hands-on training on July 12, 2008
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