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* Saturday the third of November ODBSA event: We will not be having our normal event on this day instead we will be going to Martinsville, Virginia to learn about horseshoeing.  Danny Ward an ODBSA member/supporter and owner/manager of the Eastern School of Farrier Science/ Danny Ward Farrier School is welcoming us all to attend an event that he has hosted for 30 years called the Eastern Farrier Clinic. This two-day event is open to the public. Yes, they will be the making horseshoes and there will be the shoeing of at least one horse. Danny said that all is free to the public (including barabque lunch) and there will be the “best” farriers from around the world demonstrating and giving clinics. ODBSA will provide a blacksmith demonstrator for his event that will demonstrate for about an hour in early afternoon Saturday. Master Blacksmith/Teacher an ODBSA Education Director Dale Morse has agreed to come to Martinsville to do the hour show.  Dale in my opinion is one of the best blacksmiths in the country and a real supporter of  ODBSA. We will not have an Iron-in-the-Hat or sign-in table but I ask all of you to make and donate something really good for his auction that will be held Saturday evening. All proceeds go to St Jude. Let’s show the public our skills and also, help a good cause. I would like that all ODBSA members in attendance on Saturday to meet near the coal pile for a group picture around 12:00 noon. There will be more information to follow as I get it. 
     It is said that over 50% of the historic blacksmith income came from horseshoeing. It is only in the last 100 or so years that farrier is defined as a separate trade. Still today some people think that we blacksmiths are farriers. This is a great opportunity to see and learn about this trade of horseshoeing.









                                                                                The Cut Nail 


                                                                                          By Bobby Floyd








    This is a very brief summary of the most important piece of metal of the 19th Century, the common cut nail. It was the most iatrical part for building homes and buildings of this time period. 


     Can the “common “cut nail help in dating of historic homes and other items? Yes, somewhat.  The more you understand the physical characteristics of the cut nails you are examining the closer time period that it was manufactured can be judged. Just because a newer machine came out that improved on the older machine, not everyone replaced the older machines.


    Unless you have an interest in historic dating this subject can and has put people to sleep when discussing it. I will try and explain some simple factors that will help you identify the time periods of general heavy use of the common cut nails. These are some of the more easily identifying factors that others and I have used but there are many other factors that one can use to get a more precise date of heavy use.


    All the nails in my study were made with wrought iron that by its definition has a grain. They still make the cut nail but it is made of steel and is easily identifiable especially when broken apart for it shows no grain.


First: which way is the grain going, straight down the length of the nail or side ways?


          If side ways, it dates of heavy use is between 1791- 1847.


          If length, it dates of heavy use is between 1834-1885.


Second: Is the bottom of the nail (the so called point) somewhat rounded? 


          If rounded 1791-1847


Third: Are the burrs on the length of the nail on the same side are opposite?


          Opposite 1791-1836


          Same side 1808-1885


Other identifying factors are the length of the pinching under the head, which side it was pinched on, shape of the pinch, degree of pinch: cut-face splitting or front-face spitting of the head plus many other things related to the head. All the above have dates of heavy use starting and ending. 


    Remember, the more items that you can identify in the cut nail the narrower the dates will be. 


    Once the cut nail is removed you can often see the grain with the naked eye or magnifying glass but sometime, when this would not work, I would etch it with muriatic acid to see which way the grain went.  The last resort was to cut into the nail a little with a hacksaw and break it to see the grain structure.   


      I was able to tell the approximate date of the four-different times that my buildings additions or alternations were made with the study of over 40 nails removed. In conjunction with other identifying factors like screws, glass, design, moldings, wood rings, saw marks, etc, I was able to more precisely identify the dates of construction and alterations.  


    Like any other things used on a historic home one needs to find out the approximate date that they were available in your area. I my case I was able the to find some store records that documented the cut nail first arrived in this area around 1808.


Surprisingly, the cost of the same size cut nail and hand made





wrought nails were the same on this date. A few years later the cut nail was much cheaper.  It is said that the hand make wrought nail was still being sold and its heavy use started declining ca. 1830. The real advantage of the hand made nail over the first cut nails was in its ability to clinch the batten doors.  The new cut nails grain was side ways and would often break when bent. All my batten doors in the manor house, cookhouse and smokehouse had hand made wrought nails. All buildings on our property have been documented as being build ca. 1825. 


Interesting facts:


In 1816 two-third of all rolled wrought iron in the U.S. was devoted to nail production. In certain areas of the U.S. the cut nails began to overwhelm hand-wrought iron nails completely, driving them into the special purpose market


 In 1839 the Burden railroad spike machine is introduced. If forges a complete spike in one operation and produces 50 spikes per minute, permitting more rapid laying of track than had been possible when only hand-forged spikes were available.


In 1850 eighty-seven U.S. naileries are listed in the census..


 By 1870 hand wrought nails accounted for less than 5% of total U.S. nail production. 


 In 1887 the price of Bessemer steel billets is low enough to make wire nail-making an economic success. Virtually all wire nails are of steel.


 By 1891 three quarters of all cut nails are manufactured from steel. 


 By 1892 half the nails made in the U.S. are now of wire.


 By 1920 only 5% of the U.S. production was now in cut nails. Advertisements of cut nails stress their greater holding power.


    Most all the above information above came from studies of the cut nails from three different sources: Historic Louisiana Nails (Aids to the Dating of Old Buildings) by Jay D. Edwards and Tom Wells, Nail Chronology as an Aid to Dating Old Buildings by Lee Nelson and The Dating of Old Houses by Dr. Henry Mercer.  For those really interested in this subject I recommend getting a copy the Historic Louisiana Nails for it is by far the best researched and the one used by most Architectural Historians in our area. 


     What caused the disappearance of the blacksmith made hand wrought nails and then the cut nails to the wire nails? Like today in the U.S., it’s all about the cost of production that caused the demise of the hand made wrought nails to the cut nails and then the cut nails to the wire nails. Both the hand made wrought nails and the cut nails, in my opinion, have superior holding power compared to the wire round nail and when made of wrought iron they had build in it better rust protection than steel wire nails.


    The next time you have an opportunity to get your hands on an old cut nail see if you can estimated the time it was manufactured using some of the above factors.


   Now you can wake up!


 





 














 Volume II





�








    Issue 9





                                                                   By hammer and hand the whole world does stand





63 Active Members                                       Est. 01/ 2006                       127 Applications for Membership                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            


  98% Hobbyists                                                                            2% Professionals                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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Bottom row: Blaine Dillon, Bobby Floyd, Charlie Hudson, Eldridge Turner, Shelton Browder, David Tucciarone, Val Harrell, Louise Tucciarone, Reo Garrett, Missy Coates, Wally Coates and Jerry Jones.


Top rows: Eric Bourhill, Barbara Skinnell, Buford Hodges, L.T. Skinnell, Bryan Sheehan, Charlie Boothe, Mike Wyland, Layton Bourhill, Wendell Wyland, Justin Sheehan, Bob Saxon, Albert Absher, Tom Harrell, Mark Kinsley, Andy Hasty, Paul Staufer, Glen Bryant, John Reed, Randy Cox, Edward Robertson and Charlie Hanks.





                               A Group Photo of ODBSA Members


Taken at L.T. Skinnell’s Otter Hill Forge on September 8, 2007 with Colonial Williamsburg Journeyman Blacksmith Shelton Browder as our guest demonstrator. 
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                               Current News





* As I told all in attendance at our last event in Bedford, Clay Spencer will not be able to demonstrate for us this year because he is in the middle of moving everything from NC back to his home state of Alabama and other commitments. We hope to reschedule Clay for 2008.                          * Master Gunsmith George Suiter from Colonial Williamsburg (our next demonstrator) will forge a pistol barrel and, if he has time, will harden and temper a spring at Charlie Hank's Iron From the Forge Blacksmith Shop in Lynch Station on October 6, 2007.                                                                                       * Members/Guests who said that they are planning on attending the next Event at Charlie Hank’s Iron from the Fire Forge blacksmith shop/studio on October 6th, 2007 are: Charlie Hanks, Shirley  Hanks, Wally Coates, Missy Coates, Bobby Floyd, Charlie Boothe, Carrie Boothe,  Bettina Wehner, Reo Garrett,  Wendell Wyland, Mark Kinsley, Bob Saxon, Eric Bourhill, Layton Bourhill, Jerry Jones, L.T. Skinnell, Andy Hasty, Mike Wyland, Albert Absher, Tom Harrell, Val Harrell, Randy Cox, David Tucciarone, Shirley  Hanks will be preparing a meal for us so you will need to tell me if you are planning on attending for she needs to know how much food to prepare!                                                                                                 * Saturday, the third of November, ODBSA event: We will not be having our normal event on this day; instead we will be going to Martinsville, Virginia to learn about horseshoeing.  Danny Ward, an ODBSA member/supporter and owner/manager of the Eastern School of Farrier Science/ Danny Ward Farrier School is welcoming us all to attend a special occasion that he has hosted for 30 years called the Eastern Farrier Clinic. This two-day event is open to the public. Yes, they will be making horseshoes and there will be the shoeing of at least one horse. Danny said that all is free to the public (including barbecue lunch) and there will be the “best” farriers from around the world demonstrating and giving clinics. ODBSA will provide a master blacksmith for this event that will demonstrate for about an hour in early afternoon Saturday. We will not have an Iron-in-the-Hat or sign-in table but I ask all of you to make and donate something really good for his auction that will be held Saturday evening. All proceeds go to St Jude Children Hospital. Let’s show the public our skills and also, help a good cause. I would like that all ODBSA members in attendance on Saturday to meet near the coal pile for a group picture at around 12:00 noon. There will be more information to follow as I get it. �     It is said that over 50% of the historic blacksmith’s income came from horseshoeing. It is only in the last 100 or so years that farrier is defined as a separate trade. Still today some people think that we blacksmiths are farriers. This is a great opportunity to see and learn about this trade of horseshoeing.                                                            *  Congratulations to Blaine Dillon on the purchase ($50) of his "first" anvil. I saw the anvil and it is really in good shape for its age. Now he is ready to get down to business and we all look forward to his first hand forged piece for the Iron-in-the-Hat.                                                                                              * ODBSA has two new members that signed up on Sept 8th: Please welcome Albert Absher from Gladstone and Edward Robertson from Moneta.�

















* Congratulations to L.T. Skinnell for having his article that was in April's ODBSA Newsletter reprinted in the September 2007 Appalachian Blacksmiths Association Newsletter. For those members interested in joining ABA it is only $10 a year for a very good quarterly newsletter that sometimes reprints articles and “how to do” projects from other blacksmithing groups Newsletters. �* Journeyman Blacksmith Glen Bryant, an ODBSA, officer and one of its Educational Directors demonstrated at the Treasure Mountain Festival in Franklin, WV on September 14,15�* Hillsville Labor Day Flea Market and Gun Show: This was our first visit to this event and boy was it big! They expected 500,000 visitors this year and I don’t know if they had that many but on the last day, Monday Sept. 3rd, in the afternoon it was really packed. I’m sure if one were to visit every concession there it would take at least two days to see them all. It reminded us of the Virginia State fair with the concessions but 30 or more times the size. This is a nationally known event and I believe every State in the union was represented. There were some blacksmithing stuff still available but most that remained had been picked over and not in the best condition. I did see and talked with Blaine Dillon (one of ODBSA’s newest members) who had a booth at this event where he and his wife were giving massages.  Blaine, his wife and child live in Hillsville. 


* Colonial Williamsburg Blacksmith Shelton Browder was a real "hit" with ODBSA members on Sat. the 8th of Sept. at Otter Hill Forge in Bedford, Virginia.











* 35 plus ODBSA members /guests in attendance on Sat. Sept 8th at L.T. Skinnell's Otter Hill Forge with Colonial Williamsburg Journeyman Blacksmith Shelton Browder as our demonstrator: Shelton Browder, David Tucciarone, Glen Bryant, Louise Tucciarone, Bobby Floyd, Wendell Wyland, Reo Garrett, Carrie Boothe, Charlie Boothe, Missy Coates, Wally Coates,  Mark Kinsley, Bob Saxon, L.T. Skinnell, Tom Harrell, Val Harrell, Eric Bourhill, Layton Bourhill, Jerry Jones, Charlie Hanks, Mike Wyland and guest Albert Absher, Andy Hasty, Blaine Dillon, Randy Cox, John Reed, Eldridge Turner, Charlie Hudson, Buford Hodges, Paul Staufer, Bryan Sheehan, Justin Sheehan, Carolyn Robertson, Edward Robertson, Will Skinnell, Barbara Skinnell and family.








* Thanks: First we all must thank our hosts, Barbara Skinnell and L.T. Skinnell. Barbara with some of her family members was gracious enough again to provide all in attendance with excellent refreshments and a very delicious lunch (Barbecue with all kinds of extras) and plenty of cold drinks for a rather warm day. L.T’s. Shop as usual was spotless and well organized/equipped. It is really a shop to be proud of and we all appreciate what you both did on this date for ODBSA members.


 The unsung heroes at each event are the officers who made the day happen.  Wendell Wyland who brings everything from our Library (books/dvds/magazines/etc) to each event is really organized with his check in/out system and his willingness to help us all.  Missy Coates, who is really my right hand, is responsible for saving ODBSA a lot of money by printing the Newsletters and mailing them from her home in NC. This takes a lot of time on her part and we all appreciate what she is doing. Missy is also an integral part of each event with anything necessary that needs to be done; she is the one I turn to. She also substitutes for any officer that has a responsibility that day and often helps with the Iron-in-the Hat. Charlie Boothe, over the last two years has run the Iron-in-the-Hat to perfection. He brings his large tables and all stuff necessary for this raffle to the events from his home each time. Glen Bryant and Reo Garrett have always transported from their homes to each event the sound system, movie camera and cups/mugs to our events. Reo stands and records all of our event demonstrators and then goes home and makes the copy to dvds for all of us to see later. This takes a lot of time and we all appreciate what you do for ODBSA, Reo. Our newest officers, Bob Saxon and Mark Kinsley, who in my opinion, have the most important duties and that is the safety of everyone one in attendance. They are getting better at each event with their duties.  Bettina Wehner has one of the busiest tasks in the morning and that is signing everyone in, passing out name tags, signing up new members, selling t-shirt, cups, mugs and passing out literature. Thank you all for a job well done.  Jerry Jones is not an officer but has done a wonderful job of taking photos for our Web site and Newsletter since we started this association. Thank you Jerry. If you have a moment at the next event how about saying thanks to the above members for they make it happen.                                                                                                                                                                      �* Journeyman Blacksmith Charlie Hanks, an ODBSA member and one of its Educational Directors demonstrated at the county fair at the Sedalia Center near Big Island, Virginia on September 22.                * Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing (Charlottesville, VA): Master Blacksmith/Teacher Dale Morse’s new blacksmith school is now open as per conversation with him on 09/08. He has expanded his shop and now with his new forges he can accommodate 6 to 8 students. Dale will be teaching along with other guest Master Blacksmith teachers as David Tucciarone, etc. Dale has always supported ODBSA with two demonstrations last year, articles for our newsletter and advice. He is an ODBSA member and one of its’ Educational Directors. I can attest to the fact that he is a really good teacher because George Juettner and I took a weekend class with him last year. Please go to his new Web site and check it out. � HYPERLINK "http://www.vablacksmithing.org/" �www.vablacksmithing.org�
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     The joinery class that I just finished just put me in my place. I am an apprentice without a doubt. I have always believed that, in any sport one is involved in, you will improve faster by playing with best and I applied this to learning blacksmith this last week with a five day class with Mark.


     There were four of us in his class: two that are professionals (make their living at it), Gerald Boggs an ODBSA Journeyman smith, a guy from NY State with 10 years running his own blacksmithing shop. Glen Bryant an ODBSA journeyman smith, whom I believe could be a professional blacksmith, and myself with three years off/on blacksmithing were the other two.


     After the first day, I knew that I was over my head in understanding and applying (hands on) what was taught. Ok, being a slow learner did not help. Also, what would have helped me was reading Mark’s new book beforehand, which I did not have. A lot that we learned is in his book that I’m reading now. Enough excuses.


    Yes, I asked a lot of questions the first few days. Mark was always patient and willing to help me but I knew that I was slowing everyone down and stopped asking. Was I frustrated? You better believe it. Except for making a near perfect forge weld without flux and one punch/drift on time, I was the last to complete every item and I even recognized the quality of my work was not very good especially compared to the other participants. 


    I appreciate Mark’s help and he is a very personable and bright person who knows his subject as good as anyone that I have met in this craft. He has been blacksmithing since a young teenager, has a true Journeyman classification from Wales/England where he had to take a series of test to qualify. In recent times he also became a farrier and author of a new blacksmithing book and works a lot with the Associations/Guilds out West on Blacksmithing Education.


   Gerald was a great host and the biggest surprise was his cooking. He is a darn good cook and he made every meal except for three evening meals one of which my wife Jocelyne made and delivered on Saturday (chicken Creole). Believe it or not, we all shared in the dishwashing. I would like to thank Gerald and especially Glen for tempering the items that I made. On top of everything else, I’m colorblind (Red/Green color deficiency, inherited from one’s mother and one in nine males have it); therefore, I could not see the color changes in the metal so that I could temper it. 


     Did I learn a lot of new stuff? I certainly did. Was it worth the money and time for me? Maybe. I believe for the others in attendance it was worth every cent. I cannot fault the teacher because he had his teaching agenda that he must follow to complete the course.  My advice to anyone taking any blacksmith class is to make sure you are in a class with about the same ability level so that the teacher will teach to that level 





of your blacksmithing knowledge and you’ll have a better chance of learning and when finished making your item/items that you can be proud of. If not, be prepared to be almost totally frustrated/disappointed with yourself. Not a good feeling. Maybe the next class that I take, I will do better.


      I plan on buying, with ODBSA money, Mark Aspery new book � HYPERLINK "http://www.blacksmithsdepot.com/Templates/cart_templates/cart_browse.php?theLocation=/Resources/Products/cart-detail.php?theLocation=/Resources/Products/Books/Skills_of_a_Blacksmith&PHPSESSID=3cdf0efbb6f4b3ab06ba415f5e1b74d0" �Skills of a Blacksmith� Volume one "Mastering the Fundamentals of Blacksmithing" for ODBSA Library because it is a good book but a tad expensive for some.




















�


Gerald new blacksmithing shop/studio is progressing. It located at his home on Afton Mtn. in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia near Charlottesville. We each brought our own forges and equipment. 


  








                    Next ODBSA Event


                               Saturday, October 6, 2007 �Location: Irons From the Fire Blacksmith Shop �                 2400 Mt.Airy Road�                 Lynch Station, Virginia 24571�                 434-369-4519�Host: Shirley and Charlie Hanks�Time:10:00 am until 3:00 pm�Refreshments: Provided by Shirley Hanks (Donation Jar)�Lunch: Provided by Shirley Hanks (Donation Jar)


Demonstration: Master Gunsmith George Suiter will forge a pistol barrel and if has time will hardening and tempering a spring ��Demonstrators Bio:                                                                   �George Edward Suiter, Jr.                                             �D.O.B. June 24, 1953


      I am a native of Huntington, WV where I attended high school and then Marshall University.  While attending school, I worked part-time in a local gunshop doing repairs and refinishing of firearms. I was building muzzle-loading firearms at the same time, which led me to the gunsmith program at Trinidad State Collage in Trinidad, Colorado.  After gunsmith school I went to work for Douglass Barrels, Inc. in Charleston, WV where I worked for several years machining gun barrels. In 1977 I began my apprenticeship at the Colonial Williamsburg gunshop. In 1984 I became a Journeyman gunsmith and am now Master of the gunshop.                                                                                                                    


     I have been involved in the research and recovery of the 18th Century gunsmith’s trade now for 30 years. The tools, technology and materials we use here at the Colonial Williamsburg Gunshop are only those used by gunsmiths of the 18th Century. I am passing my knowledge along to other apprentices while demonstrating and interpreting history to 300,000 visitors to our shop each year. The Colonial Williamsburg Gunshop produces 4 to 5 handmade firearms eachyear, which are sold to the public on a custom order basis.


Directions: Look for Charlie & Shirley's signs when getting close: Most directions were taken from Map Quest. Please plan on extra, extra driving time because of the hills, mountains, turns and watch your roads carefully.  Good Luck. �1. From the South (Gretna, Danville) going North on route 29 Take the VA-43 ramp toward ALTAVISTA / LEESVILLE. 0.2 miles Turn LEFT onto VA-43 / BEDFORD AVE. Continue to follow VA-43. 6.5 miles Turn LEFT onto CHELLIS FORD RD. 2.2 miles Turn LEFT onto MT AIRY RD 2 miles ((look for Mail Box on left with sign Iron from the Fire) Turn left at mail box onto narrow gravel road and their home is at the end . �2.From the North (Lynchburg) going South on route 29 Take the VA-43 ramp toward ALTAVISTA / LEESVILLE. 0.2 miles Turn RIGHT onto VA-43 / BEDFORD HWY. 6.3 miles Turn LEFT onto CHELLIS FORD RD. 2.2 miles Turn LEFT onto MT AIRY RD 2 miles (look for Mail Box on left with sign Iron from the Fire) Turn left at mail box onto narrow gravel road and their home is at the end �3. From the West going East toward Bedford on route 460 Near Bedford take the US-460-BR E ramp toward VA-43 / BEDFORD. 0.3 miles Merge onto US-221 N / US-460 BR E. 1.0 miles Turn RIGHT onto VA-43 S / SOUTH ST. Continue to follow VA-43 S. 12.0 miles Turn RIGHT onto VA-43. 8.7 miles Turn RIGHT onto CHELLIS FORD RD. 2.2 miles Turn LEFT onto MT AIRY RD. 2miles (look for Mail Box on left with sign Iron from the Fire ) Turn left at mail box on narrow gravel road and their home is at the end �4. From Roanoke area you can also take VA-24 E / E WASHINGTON AVE. Continue to follow VA-24 E. 24.5 miles Turn RIGHT onto VA-24 / VA-43. 2.5 miles Turn RIGHT onto VA-43. 8.7 miles Turn RIGHT onto CHELLIS FORD RD. 2.2 miles Map 9: Turn LEFT onto MT AIRY RD. 2miles (look for Mail Box on left with sign Iron from the Fire Forge) Turn left at mail box on narrow gravel road and their home is at the end �5. From Rocky Mount, Martinsville, Stuart --Map Quest suggest finding your way to Hwy 40 to Gretna then follow the directions above in #1 �6.Easier to understand directions furnished by Shirley Hanks Follow 29 south to Leesville Exit right at end of exit (North 43) to Leesville. Turn left at Carters' Country Store on Chellis Ford Road follow this until you reach Mt Airy Rd. Follow until you see the Irons From the Fire Blacksmith Sign. That is our Driveway! You are There! From Bedford follow 43 South until you reach Carters Country Store turn right on Chellis Ford Rd. Follow this until you reach Mt Airy turn left follow this until you see the Irons From the Fire Blacksmith Sign and you are there. �








�
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Mark Aspery





A Review of Mark Aspery Joinery Class


      By Bobby Floyd








       Quad State Cont’d from page 3


and Canada (a contingent of 30 plus blacksmiths from Ontario) while I was there, everyone that I met and spoke with was not afraid to tell me what they thought. It must be the nature of anyone that calls himself/herself a blacksmith but they were not shy and are very, very opinionated.


      Even though I wanted to, I did not take the time to see all the famous smiths demonstrating because this was not my agenda.  I did take a lot of looks at the stuff the 70 plus tailgaters had to sell. I did buy a 5” heavy-duty pole vise for my filing table for $60. 


   Most of the pole vises there and there were a lot, were the 3” size and mostly selling between $30 and $50 dollars. A lot of anvils of different sizes and conditions plus anything associated with blacksmithing were available, I believe, at reasonable prices.  


     Andy bought a lot of hammers, etc. plus bought a very good condition antique forge and blower at the auction that he is anxious to use.  L.T. Skinnell an ODBSA member was there and told me that he bought a large cone mandrel.


   My advice to those of you that ever have a chance to attend one of these big events and want used equipment is to get there earlier. My understanding is some people were there Thursday morning grabbing up the deals. 


   I was able to meet many well-known smiths that I have only read about and to meet many of the officers of other affiliates/chapters with whom I have been communicating over the last year. It was a pleasure to finally meet and talk with them in person.   


      My hat is off to the SOFA, for I cannot see how this event could have been any better. I was told that 40 plus of their members were hands-on putting this together. Congratulations on a job well done!


    This fantastic three-day event was topped off on the last day when Clay Spencer joined Andy and me for breakfast. What a great way to end this experience than to be able to sit and talk with someone from the area of the country that I grew up in and to share ideas with one of the few people that helped and is helping to rejuvenate this historic craft of Blacksmithing. 








        





�





* Your Iron-in-the-Hat results: One of our better hand made items donated and total participation was good both in items donated and ticket sales ($382.00)


     The photo on right is of just the hand made items table. Congratulations to you all who participated.





�





 It has always amazed me to watch the gifted blacksmiths from Colonial Williamsburg that have demonstrated for ODBSA and Shel was no exception.  He made everything look so easy and his sometimes use of a four-pound hammer looked very simple, even though for most of us it is not. 





Quad State in Troy, Ohio in 09/07 


    After an 11 plus hour drive Andy Hasty and I arrived in Troy, Ohio in time for the Friday opening ceremonies at the Fairgrounds. Was it organized, well done and educational? You better believe it.  I estimated that over 500 blacksmiths were in attendance this evening and overall attendance for the weekend, I’m sure, was over 900. 


    My real objective for going to this event was to have an opportunity to talk face-to-face with blacksmiths from across the country about ABANA. I wanted to get their opinion of our organization (Their likes, dislikes, and what they thought should be done) Some of you might already know but I will be one of the 15 members of the board of directors for Artist- Blacksmiths’ Association of North America and I will be going to Memphis for a three day board meeting in November.  I talked with over 50 blacksmiths from all over the US 


                                                                     Cont’d on page 4                 





If one were to have a love of this craft of blacksmithing, like people and history, I cannot imagine a more self-rewarding job than that of being a blacksmith for Colonial Williamsburg at the Anderson Blacksmith Shop. To work with wrought iron and explore how things were made in the past and then replicate them has to be exciting for everyone there.


Thank you Shelton Browder for sharing some of your knowledge of this historic craft with your explanations and the forging of some items from the past for Old Dominion Blacksmith Association.


All the items made by Shel that day will be auctioned off after the Iron-in-the-hat at our next event on Oct. 6th at Charlie Hanks Shop/Studio in Lynch Station, Virginia.    





*Our Birthday trip to Pennsylvania:


      Jocelyne’s and my trip to the Lancaster area of Pennsylvania and to Doylestown to visit the Mercer Museum was a real break from the laid back/slow pace area of south central Virginia where we now live. The population of this area is well above what we are used to, the farms that still exist were well kept and extremely beautiful with most having large corn fields with 7’ tall lush corn with hay planted between the corn fields.  Not what we see around our area with this year’s draught. The economic situation is a giant leap ahead of our area with $300,000 plus homes being built all over the place, very few automobile over 10 years old on the road, good restaurant prices were a good 40% higher than ours, help wanted ads were everywhere and to our surprise, everyone of the many locals that we talked to were extremely pleasant people and were very helpful.  One thing that really surprised me was: no tailgating. As soon as we returned to Virginia it started again. They must have a law against tailgating up there. If one were to remove the Mac’s, Hardy’s, Wal-Mart’s etc. from all towns maybe each place would have a personality of its own. 


    Well, the antiquing was interesting having visited over 40 antique shops in the area and spending time in three large inside/outside antique markets that were open only on the weekends with each one having over 200 vendors. A lot of old glassware in the antique stores that neither of us was interested in but other people were. It was really disappointing not to find more blacksmithing wares anywhere. I did come home with some stuff: ten old punches, traveler, three unusual blacksmithing tools, a print of George Washington blacksmithing. One thing that they had plenty of was old hand wrought hinges but they were not giving them away ($$$$). One collector of old tools told me that the reason for not having more blacksmithing stuff was that there are very few farm auctions anymore in the area.  


    The Mercer Museum was the highlight of our visit. Even my wife enjoyed seeing everything. Yes, there were seven stories of historic tools. Every trade that you can think of, you can see what they used to accomplish it. Well, the blacksmith was busy making the tools necessary for these other trades. If you ever have the opportunity to visit this Museum, you too will be impressed for it is the best collection that I have ever seen. A comment that was heard several times was: “some of these exhibits are better that the ones at the Smithsonian” We both agree.                                                                 * Master Blacksmith/Teacher David Tucciarone just taught at John C Campbell Folk School (Fundamentals for the Beginner on September 16-22. David is Vice President (Education) for ODBSA. 











