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                                        Current News


                                                                        By Bobby Floyd





* We would like to welcome our two newest ODBSA members: Caleb Slining (Master Blacksmith Jim Slining’s son) who lives in the Stuart Draft area and David Oakes who lives in Danville area. David, with the aid of Billy Phelps and David Tucciarone, was able to do the project at the Jacksonville Center including a forge weld. For the first time with a blacksmithing hammer in his hand, this was extraordinary. This truly shows how hands-on training with a professional smith observing and advising really works. I worked some with Caleb and I knew right away that he has some experience and he did extremely well on the projects.





*David’s demo and hands-on training:  The Jacksonville Center for the Arts Blacksmith shop was equipped with electric blowers, new anvils, extra equipment inside the shed, large metal table in middle and a new pile of coal delivered by Lloyd Burns. 


  The first project was to make a flux spoon using ¼ inch round stock about 2 feet long. Scarf the end and bend it back on itself, forge weld it to itself and then shape into a spoon using both the hammerhead and the peen to draw it out and the last thing we did in the afternoon was to go back to the spoon  (fourth project) and made a handle for it by: first making a scarf and spreading it with the peen so that when we bent it back on itself (six inches or so), that it is was wide enough to wrap around itself a little. We then forge welded it together and twisted it by sticking a bar in the loop and turning the bar.   


     Second project of the day was to make a forge 2 inch or so circle; forge it together and then make a somewhat different hook than I’m used to on the other end. We used 5/8 stock that already been cut to size by David. 


     Third project was to use precut materiel that David had prepared for us. Three pieces of 5/8-inch stock to make chain links and put them together. This was my favorite project of the day because I had never attempted to make a chain and this required some simple knowledge that I did not have until shown that day. Using the right sharp angle of the anvil at 45 degrees to make a scarf going to the inside of the u shape metal using the peen of the hammer. Making the forge weld by hitting in 4 different places using two locations on the anvil. Linking the three pieces together by holding the metal with the use of your tongs and wire (two links tied) in one hand.


    As usual David did a superb demonstration of each project and designed the projects that most everyone completed all in the allotted time that we had. . 


    It really was a good day for the beginner to the more advanced blacksmith (very simple to learn and for most, easy to do).  Thanks David for everything. Also, thank you Billy Phelps for assisting those of us who needed it. 





* The Iron-in-the-Hat was very good ($199) for the number of members/guests that we had in attendance. An ODBSA average monthly expense from January through June is $331.17 and the only revenue we have at the present time is the Iron-in-the-Hat raffle.





* The small number in attendance in our hands-on events is 


    








both good and bad. The good part is the ones in attendance can get more individual training from the instructor and his/her assistant, and have a better chance to work on the forge stations longer. This all equates to learning this craft correctly and faster. The somewhat negative part is everyone that did not attend just missed the best opportunity to learn this craft. The association normally will have less money to work with to hire demonstrators etc for each event. This is really not a big deal because if we do not have enough money to pay expenses from the Iron-in-the-Hat raffle we can always charge admissions to members/guests who attend an event.  In the two and half years that we have had monthly events we have had only three events with less than 25 members/guests in attendance. 


     Another thing that most of us need to consider is the price of traveling has really gone up. If you would like to share a ride with someone, please let me know and I might be able to put you in contact with someone willing to share cost or rides. Also remember that our demonstrators from outside our area will need more money for their demonstration fee because of the price of gas. We do not pay for mileage because it is included in the fee.





* Barbara and LT Skinnell will be hosting ODBSA August event at their home in Bedford, VA on Saturday August 9, 2008.





* The photo below is the result of my latest non-blacksmithing projects.  It’s a fish/garden pond in front of my Plantation Forge Shop. Some of you might remember the huge pile of rocks and the 


indentation  in the earth where the historic Ice House was once located.  The pond is exactly where the Ice House was.
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  First


 Arrival 





1. Jocelyne & Bobby Floyd 


Long Island, VA


434-335-5621





2. Carrie, Renee, Charlie Boothe


Nathalie,VA


434-3491919





3. Wendell Wyland


Madison Heights, VA


434-384-3784





4. Kathy & Glen Bryant


Clifton Forge, VA


540-862-1558





5. Reo Garrett


Clifton Forge, VA


540-862-5267





6. Dick Angle


Rocky Mount, VA


540-483-1259





7. Michael Peay


Roanoke, VA


540-772-1491





8. Jerry Jones


Chatham, VA


434-724-6216





9. Linda, Layton & Eric Bourhill


Calaway, VA


540-483-5876





10. Richard & Mary Bartelt


Appomattox, VA


434-352-8936





11. Phyllis & George Juettner


Nathalie, VA


434-376-7550





12. Louise & David Tucciarone


Rustburg, VA


434-821-8424





13. Barbara & L.T. Skinnell


Bedford, VA


540-297-5817





14. Shirley & Charlie Hanks


Lynch Station, VA


434-369-4519





15. Gale & Bobby Moose


Catawba, NC


828-241-2616























16. Dale Morse


Charlottesville, VA


434-244-7833





17. Jerry McVay


Ringgold, VA


434-822-6436





18. Michael Wyland


Madison Heights, VA


434-929-1305





19. Jeff Shelton


Danville, VA


434-836-9350





20. Randy Cox


China Grove, NC


704-788-3197 ext 552





21. Mickey & John Elliott


Chester, VA


804-5301922





22. Missy & Wally Coates


Pfafftown, NC


336-519-3167





23. Bonnie & John Riddle


Troutville, VA


540-977-0247





24. Charlie Hudson


Rocky Mount, VA


540-483-1315





25.Kevin Riddle


Eagle Rock, VA


540-884-2197





26. Tony Gowen


Lynchburg, VA


434-384-6511





27. Wendell Brooks


Rocky Mount, VA


540-483-0017





28. Bettina Wehner


Fincastle, VA


540-473-1258





29. Paul Staufer


Salem, VA 


540-384-6256





30. Val & Tom Harrell


Timberville, VA


540-896-2010








31. Buford Hodges


Boones Mill, VA


540-580-2150





32. Diane Brzeski


Callaway, VA


540-482-0320





33. Bob Saxon 


Goodview, VA


540-890-7611





34. Francis Howard


Scottsburg, VA


434-454-7688





35. Mark Kinsley


Goodview, VA


540309-5549





36. Andy Hasty


Buffalo Junction, VA


434-374-5830





37. Eldridge Turner


Rocky Mount, VA


540-483-2464





38. William Barts


Dry Fork, VA


434-724-1786





39. John Reed


Salem, VA


540-384-7445





40. Gary Godfrey


Dry Fork, VA


434-251-2673





41. Blaine Dillon


Hillsville, VA


276-728-0728





42. Albert Absher


Gladstone, VA


434-933-8668





43. T.W. Hudson


Rustburg, VA


434-332-7380





44. Jimmy Blanks


Java, VA


434-432-4226





45. John Buck


Calland, VA


434-724-1607








46.Jerry Whitfield


Chatham, VA


434-432-2519





47. Caleb & Jim Slining


Stuart Draft, VA


540-337-5382





48. David Oakes


Dry Fork, VA


434-724-4819





49. Bruce Dembling


Charlottesville, VA


434-977-7943





50. Brad Belkin 


Rustburg, VA


434-426-5417





51.Caleb Fort


Evington, VA


434-525-3389





52. Steve Graffham


Wytheville, VA


276-228-5186





53. Cheryl Daniels


Millboro, VA


540-997-5725





55. Tom Wenrich


Troutville, VA


540-992-4308





56. David Hall


Howardsville, VA


434-263-5758





57. Gerald Boggs


Afton, VA


540-456-6187





58. Rick Martin


Salem, VA


540-384-7272





59. Pete Robertson


Fredericksburg, VA


540-834-0792





Note: some of you have moved and I do not have your correct address and/or telephone number. If you wish to be on the list please contact me at 434-335-5621 or va18@hotmail.com














ODBSA has had over 140 people join since inception. The following list is only the active members (the ones that have attended at least one event in the last six months). Please keep this list in case you need to contact for information/car pooling/ share a ride/ to get e-mail address or whatever. Many of you have asked for this list. List was compiled on June 24, 2008.





ACTIVE MEMBERS TELEPHONE NUMBERS





   Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Next Event


                             Saturday July 12, 2008





 Making Decorative Handles for Fireplace Implements (many different designs)


                                            “Hands-on training” 





Location: Danny Ward’s Farrier School (Eastern School of Farrier Science)


                     51 Ward Road�      Martinsville, Virginia 24112 �      276-638-7908 


Host: Danny Ward (an ODBSA member)


Time: 10:00 am until at least 3:30 pm


Refreshments: Bottled water furnished by ODBSA


Lunch: Brown Bag or go to local eating places


Iron-in-the-Hat raffle: Yes this is a “must participate” for all members (bring an item to donate and buy tickets)


Metal: furnished by ODBSA (David T. has cut all metal to size for us)


Coal: Furnished by Danny Ward


    Seating: if you need one, bring your own chair�    Forge Stations: At least eight that we can use                          �   Instructors: Master Blacksmith/Teacher David Tucciarone  is ODBSA Vice President in charge of Education�Classes that David has taken:


Master Blacksmiths                 # of Weeks �1.   Francis Whitaker                         (6) �2.   Peter Ross                                   (4) �3.   Nol Putnam                                 (4) �4.   Clay Spencer                               (5) �5.   Doug Wilson                               (2) �6.   Jerry Darnell                               (1) �Additional Bio:�1.   He has attended over 15 classes at John C. Campbell Folk School over the many years �2.   He has attended two classes at Penland School of Crafts�3.   Many of his hand-forged items have been on display and for sale at Penland School of Crafts and John C Campbell Folk School. �4.   He has been teaching Blacksmithing at John C. Campbell Folk School for nine years �5.   Has been teaching Blacksmithing at Jacksonville School of the Arts every year since it first opened. �6.   He was the First Place Winner of Old Dominion Blacksmith Association first blacksmithing Challenge (timed Poker contest) �7.   He was the First Place Winner of a Blacksmith’s Guild of the Potomac contest. Everyone was given a 2’x ½” square to make whatever they wanted to (he won with a candle holder he made)


8.   Long time member of ABANA�9.   He is the owner/manager of his Blacksmithing shop/studio (Sunrise Forge) in Rustburg, VA.


10. An Education Director for ODBSA since it’s inception.


11. Has demonstrated/taught four times for ODBSA. (A) Introduction to Blacksmithing and (B) Making Ends to Your Metal (C) Questions and Answers re: Blacksmithing (D) Forge Welding


�Directions: 51 Ward Road, Martinsville, Virginia is 1 mile on the right side of Hwy 57 toward Chatham going east from the intersection of Hwy 57 & 58. Because there are so many ways to get there, please check your own maps.


              “ Please let me know if you and/or guest are planning on attending!”


The following ODBSA members/guests that have already told me that they are planning on attending: �


� 


                 





1. Charlie Boothe�2. Bobby Floyd�3. Jerry Jones�4. Glen Bryant�5. David Tucciarone�6. David Oakes�7. Frank Hancock�8. Andy Hasty� �





Note: The following ODBSA members will not be able to attend because:  LT will be taking a class with Jerry Darnell at John C Campbell, Missy and Wally will be on vacation as well as Wendell and his family.





9. Billy Phelps�10. Mary Bartelt


11. Richard Bartelt�12. John Riddle


13. John Riddle’s  guest�14. Bobby Moose�15. Gale Moose�16. Val Harrell 











16. Tom Harrell


17.

















7.   Charles Orlando                          (1)�8.   Bob Burgman                              (1) �9.   Dan Boone                                  (1) �10. Ed Grove                                     (1) �11. Tom Latane                                 (1)�12. Walt Hull                                     (1)





�





*  Cyrus McCormick’s place: A few months ago Wendell Wyland sent me some information concerning this historic site.  He said that his grandfather took him and his brother Mike to visit it as a child and they had a blacksmithing shop on the property. Since communicating with me, George Juettner, his wife Phyllis, my wife Jocelyne and myself went to visit the McCormick farm.  There is no charge to visit. It has the old gristmill: blacksmithing shop and a building where they have miniature reapers that were on display.  Because Charlie Boothe has a real interest in historic farm equipment, especially reapers and the like, he and his family went two weeks ago to visit the McCormick Farm. If you’re interested here is the directions.  It is located between Staunton and Lexington, VA. Take interstate 81 to Exit 205 to Walnut Grove. 





Iron-in-the-Hat Items Donated


                      (April, May and June)


All items in dark are handmade: Jerry Jones – Blacksmithing Logo; Tom Harrell - Tin Sconce; Glen Bryant – Spoon from Railroad Spike; Bob Saxon- Candle Holder; Andy Hasty – Sundial; Charlie Boothe – Hook; Randy Cox – beautiful Iris Flower; Bobby Floyd – Leaf Branch; Charlie Boothe – Hook; L. T. Skinnell – Lily and Bird; Dale Morse – Hook; Charlie Hudson – Knife; Charlie Boothe – Plant Hooks; Mike Wyland – three Grill Utensils make from Railroad spikes; L. T. Skinnell – Humming Bird; Terry Webb – Preacher Cookies: Eagle& Belt Buckle  (sand casting) made by Bobby Floyd, David Tucciarone, Frank Hancock, Tony Gowen, T.W. Hudson, Tom Harrell; David Tucciarone – Leaf Branch; Bobby Floyd – Nail Header; Tom Harrell – Hook; John Reed – Wooden Bowl; Randy Cox – Flowers; Bob Saxon – Candle Holder; Andy Hasty – Garden Panel: Glen Bryant – Sun Dial; Randy Cox- Lilly; Bobby Floyd – Horse Hook by Billy Phelps: Charlie Boothe – Horseshoe: Billy Phelps- Trivet;  Jerry Jones – Blacksmith Sign; Richard  Bartelt – Betty Lamp; Charlie Boothe – Trivet; Richard Bartell – Ash Shovel; Tom Harrell – Candle Holder; Andy Hasty – S Hooks; L. T. Skinnell – Snake made from Horseshoe Rasp; Buford Hodges – Hook, Terry Webb – Brownies; Glen Bryant – Anvil made from Railroad Rail; John Riddle -Horseshoe Hook with Horse Head on it; L. T. Skinnell – Noam.


Non hand made items donated:  Reo Garrett – George Suiter and Richard Sullivan demo for ODBSA re: Sand Casting; Wally Coates – Grinding





9.     Conclusion: There are a lot of safety issues here.  Think before you act and think safety at all times.  Different folks have different systems; there is no one "right" answer.  Find what works best for you and the type of work you do.   A combination of systems may be the best approach.  Example: large architectural pieces may be pickled before assemble and then treat the collars and tennon in a different manner as the unit comes together.





Notes- 


#1  forge scale is the enemy of forge welding.  Flux helps prevent this but sometimes flux leaves a residue that is nastier than forge scale.  Borax turns to a black glassy substance that can coat the forging but is easily removed by prolonged soaking in water. 


. #2  A high school chemistry teacher friend offers the 





following advice.


A.  I store acids in a locked steel cabinet at room temperature. Containers should be airtight and made of glass.


 B.  You pour acid into water because if you pour water into concentrated acid, it will splash back to get you in the eye. Acid in water allows it to be diluted. 


  C.  In order for an acid to be effective, it must release hydrogen ions. In simple terms, I remember as a kid I took a car battery out of the car and spilled the acid on my pants. I thought all was well. I then washed the pants and much to my surprise, there were holes the size of quarters that appeared. Acids are essentially ineffective unless they can release their hydrogen ions. Water allows them to do just that.





    We have learned in the last few events. First, Andy Hasty soaks his finished product for 48 hours in  full strength regular apple cider vinegar to remove scale etc and it works for him. Master Blacksmith Billy Phelps always dilutes his regular vinegar in 50 percent water for excellent results. Charlie Boothe just tried full strength vinegar 24 hours on a small horseshoe he made and donated to the Iron-in-the –Hat at the Jacksonville event last month. For those that saw it, it was as clean and neat looking as you can get. 


    The article below is from Ike Bay who lives in Portland Oregon.  He e-mailed this article to me last November and I thought that ya’ll might find it interesting and informative. By the way, Ike is Hardy Swage.





Forge Scale, A Pain In The Ass


                                                By Hardy Swage (with lots of help from his friends)





Forge scale is that nasty gray stuff that coats your work, thwarts your welds, and messes up the work area while burning your hands and clothes.   There are many ways to get rid of this unwanted forging by product.  Here are some suggestions:





1.     Ignore it- little wire brush action and hit with a petroleum/wax substance at a black heat to get that "baked on finish".   Looks rough and is.


2     Vigorous Wire Brushing- A. hand held wire brush worked hard from a high to low heat will take most scale off and leave a relatively clean piece.  Key is to work hard when piece is hot but below "scaling temp".  B. Powered wire wheels can remove a lot of scale, but these also have some hazards; wear protection and think safety at all times.  Small flying objects in the shop are not much fun.  Phil Baldwin says: "Wire brush on large pieces from a red heat to below scaling heat works really well using the knotted brush on the angle grinder. Leaves a nice burnished surface as well." 


3.   Tumbling- put finished forgings into a container with other material that acts as an abrasive.  Chad from a punch press works well as it has sharp edges.   Darryl Nelson has build large capacity units that are motor driven and located in special spaces insulated to contain the incredible noise they give off.  Good system for getting a lot of items cleaned up while freeing you up for other work. 


Sand Blasting- this technology has become much cheaper and easily available in smaller size units from places like Harbor Freight.   Something worth looking into.  Phil Baldwin says, "Scale must be removed if the object is to given a serious coating, paint, powder coat, or galvanizing. The only way to really clean off the whole surface is by blasting with sand, steel shot or glass beads.  Wheel abrading is a mechanical blasting process with steel shot. The�downside is that blasting will wipe away subtle hammer textures and really�needs to be sent out"


Wet Anvil- standing water on anvil will "pop" the scale when hot metal is forged.  Lots of mess and noise


6.   Acid Bath (pickling)- Joe Elliot uses Muriatic acid (HCI) to take the scale right off but this leaves a gray film on the metal.  A little buffing action with a wire wheel cleans off the film.  NEGATIVES = hazardous fumes and material, storage & handling problems, have to neutralize the action some how or will turn everything to rust.  Source is mason's acid available from building supply stores.  Read directions very carefully. IMPORTANT before





you drop apiece in the bath be sure you have a way to retrieve it when the acid has done its work!  The acid works best when diluted and not full strength.  Joe also uses this on brass or bronze.  Phil Baldwin takes a different approach: "Pickling is one of the best processes to use. Chloride based acids or salts are not recommended, especially Muriatic or hydrochloric acid,�because of the fuming quality and the difficulty in neutralizing the acid.�Sulfuric acid is the best mineral acid, use a low concentration, 5 to 10%.�If an organic approach is preferred, use vinegar, it works just fine and�presents no disposal problems. A rinse in a baking soda solution followed�by clean water and a wire brush is the best post pickle treatment.�Pickling is preferred prior to cold forging or planishing.


7.       File work- forge scale is tough stuff and will shorten the life of a file.  Use large bastard files to do the rough work.  Filing is more work than forging so forge very close to finished shape.


8.        Abrasives- belts, wheels, discs, etc- relative inexpensive, work well, easily available.  Over-use gives your work that special look that is a distraction in my opinion.


9.       Cold work- example: planishing of spoon bowls removed the scale and cleans up the bowl.   Not doable on all types of work or in all situations.


 10.    Work at low temperatures- Peter Ross says: "it's not simply a matter of working down to a low heat- you have to forge VIGOROUSLY at the upper end of the heats too. If you take several low heats and don't do much to the bar, it will still get scale buildup. The way to avoid scale is a blend of three things: 


A. Start at high heats and work hard. Try to do a lot of deforming at the upper heat range (rather than a few taps here and there) 


B. Plan the heats so that you will finish each heat with a little smoothing at below orange�C. plan the last heat so the final smoothing can be finished when the bar is below a scaling heat. Don't heat that section again (even when working another part of the piece). I think it's the combination of aggressive working and careful watching that leads to success."





                                                           Con’t on page 4





Wheels; Bettina Wehner – ABA Newsletters;  Frank  Hancock – Steel; Richard Bartelt – Brass; Mark Kinsley – Rail Iron; Glen Bryant – Slugs; Richard Bartelt – Sand Tamper; David Tucciarone – Anvil Ring Magazines; Mike Wyland – Key Stock; Wendell Wyland – Bees Wax; Bob Saxon – Axle; David Tucciarone – Anvil Ring Magazines;  Glenn Bryant – Aluminum Rods; Richard Bartelt – Sand Casting Tools; Bettina Wehner – ABA Newsletters; Mike Wyland – Mild Stell Flat Bar; Richard Bartelt – Andirons; Reo Garrett – DVD of George Suiter  demo for ODBSA re: Gun Barrell; Michael Peay – Coal; Wendell Wyland – Bees Wax; Charlie Boothe – Steel; Richard Bartelt  - Hammer; Michael Lehrer – Railroad Spikes; Tom Harrell – Steel; Jerry Jones- Shear Blades; Bob Saxon – Axle; John Riddle – Horseshoes; Diane Brzeski – Book; Kevin Riddle – Leather Apron; Michael Peay – Coal; Charlie Boothe – Truck Coil Spring; Jerry Jones – Steel; David Tucciarone – Anvil Ring Magazines; Charlie Boothe- Coil Spring; Andy Hasty – Protractor; Andy Hasty – Scale; Bobby Floyd – Stamp Set;  Wendell Wyland – Bees Wax; David Tucciarone –  How to make Sundials Book; Missy Coates – Amish Bread; David Tucciarone – Anvil Ring Magazines; Kevin Riddle – Jig Magnet; Reo Garrett – DVD of the demonstration by Jim Slining ( Spreading, Building and Welding Metal.


     All the above items are excellent donations especially the hand-made ones. These items should give our New Members an idea of what to donate. Everyone’s goal should be to learn to hand forge at least one item each month for the raffle.  Please remember that every member is required to bring at least one item to donate to the Iron-in-the Hat and buy tickets.








