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                                            This Month’s Special Event


     Saturday March 13th  is Old Dominion Blacksmith Association next  “learning experience” & it will be held at Professional Artist Blacksmith Lee Sauder’s new studio the Germinal Iron Works outside of Lexington, Virginia. Not only is Lee going to demonstrate the bloomery smelting process but other well known Professional Blacksmiths will be there to help in this educational process and they are: Colonial Williamsburg blacksmiths Shelton Browder & Steve Mankowski plus Darrell Markewitz from Ontario, Canada and Michael McCauthy from New York State. All four of these men are leading the world in trying to understand the historic bloomery smelting process and we are privileged to be somewhat a part by seeing and hearing some of what they have learned. 





     Since this event almost did not happen because of severe weather that Virginia has been experiencing this winter, some of the exact details of the day are just now being worked out. For those that are planning on attending please follow the Current News Page each day for possible updates. At present, the starting time again is at 10 am and bring your own lunch/drinks because there are no places nearby to go for lunch. There will be a $15 admission fee, 50/50 raffle and the auction of three signed artistic items that Professional Artist Fred Crist made at the Feb. Event. 





     An e-mail from Lee on March 5th: Very crazy couple of days, especially since the maple sap is running which means lots of extra work here. At my shop proper I maybe have space for 12 or 15 cars if we're careful and creative. There's room for some overflow about 1/4 mile down the hill. So encourage carpooling, and anyone who doesn't want their car to get dirty had better ride with someone else! I need to talk to you about several things- schedule, etc, but it may be a couple more days before I have time for a good chat- talk to you later- Lee





Because there are so many ways to get to Lee’s Studio please use your own maps, Map Quest or GPS.


Lee Sauder / Germinal Ironworks


1365 Bird Forest Road


Lexington, VA 24450 


(540) 463-6632





Members/Guests planning on attending:


1.      Lee Sauder�2.      Steve Mankowski�3.      Shel Browder�4.      Michael McCauthy�5.      Darrell Makewitz�6.      Bobby Floyd�7.      Charlie Boothe�8.      Ronnie Burns�9.      Lloyd Burns�10.    Morgan Coleman�11.    Kevin Riddle�12.    John Riddle�13.    Jerry Jones�14.    Gary Hatmaker�15.    Steve Ferguson�16.    Wendell Wyland�17.    Stephen Martin�18.    Norman McKenzie�19.    Tony Gowen�20.    Justin Gilbert�21.    Blake Gilbert�22.    David Tucciarone�23.    Bill Roy�24.    Ted Crockett�25.    Bobby Moose�26.    Gale Moose�27.    Dave Brown�28.    Tom Harrell�29.    Val Harrell�30.    Kevin Riddle


31.    David Hinshaw


32.    Michael Peay
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The Rose





Created By Fred Crist





Professional Artist Metalsmith Fred Crist from Waynesboro, VA did an amazing demo for Old Dominion Blacksmith Association in Rustburg, VA at SunRise Forge when he used one solid piece of round 1-1/2” mild steel and created an extraordinary, beautiful rose that had no welds. It took Fred, with the assistance of Journeyman Blacksmith John Riddle, as his striker about two and half hours to complete.





                                                     The Artist Metalsmithing Event


                                                                           By Bobby Floyd





The group photo below was taken at Feb. the 13th Event with Professional Master Artist Metalsmith Fred Crist as Old Dominion Blacksmith Association’s demonstrator/educator at David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA.
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The Blacksmith's Toolbox


By Gerald Boggs


               The wonders of vinegar


 


     There are a few items that a Blacksmith should consider having in his shop, vinegar is one of them.  Yes, I'm talking about plain old vinegar.  What is vinegar?  Here's what it says at Wikipedia:


     Vinegar is an acidic liquid processed from the fermentation of ethanol in a process that yields its key ingredient, acetic acid (ethanoic acid). It also may come in a diluted form. The acetic acid concentration typically ranges from 4 to 8 percent by volume for table vinegar (typically 5%) and higher concentrations for pickling (up to 18%). Natural vinegars also contain small amounts of tartaric acid, citric acid, and other acids. 


     OK, now that we know what vinegar is, what can we do with it?  There are a number of good uses I've found for vinegar.


     First, you can use it to remove rust from iron.  Simply submerge the iron in vinegar and come back in the morning.  If heavily rusted, it might take a few days.  After you take the iron out of the vinegar, you'll need to neutralize the acid.  You can do this by washing it in warm water with a bit of baking soda. I like to use hot soapy water; it feels like I'm doing more if I have suds.   Afterwards, wax, oil or paint as desired.


     Second, you can use it to accelerate rusting.  Get a spray bottle, fill it with vinegar and spray away.  Once you have the rusted look you want, neutralize the vinegar by treating with warm water and baking soda.


     Third, if you want to get a really high shine to your iron, leave it overnight in vinegar, neutralize and when you wire brush it, you'll be amazed at how shiny it becomes.


      Lastly, if you use borax while forge welding, you'll need to remove all trace of the borax.  If you don't, given time, the borax will rehydrate and you'll get a white powdery bloom around the weld.  Simply wire brushing, isn't enough.  You have to soak it in vinegar.  How long?  I really don't know.  Overnight is what I do.  And like every other time you use vinegar, you'll need to neutralize it.  I do the same procedure as when removing rust.


     Now, every time someone mentions using vinegar, someone else will say muriatic acid works better.  That's true, muriatic acid works much faster then vinegar and will tackle jobs that vinegar would have a hard time doing.  However, if my kid gets into the shop and tries drinking my vinegar, I don't have much to worry about, can you say the same if it was a bottle of muriatic acid? 








 �


  





    Repairing an Old Anvil


           By Charlie Boothe & Bobby Floyd





    My first anvil that I bought about six years ago was a no name earlier one about 120 pounds with no prichell hole, extremely swayed in the middle and a lot of deep chips on the sides. I had gone to a farm auction and spotted this wonderful beat up old anvil but could not stay to bid on it but knew someone there that was staying and asked her to bid on this anvil for me, so gave her $50 with no idea that this was enough but it was all that was in my pocket. To my surprise she called me that evening and told me that it was mine. Needless to say, I was like a little kid with excitement that I now had my first anvil. Before this, I’d been a volunteer blacksmith demonstrator for about a year at Red Hill,





Patrick Henry’s last home and used their forge whenever needed to hone my very few new skills that were learned at a weekend beginner’s blacksmithing class with Master Blacksmith Ron Howard at John C. Campbell’s Folk School. 


     Now it was time to beautify my new old anvil. The 80 grid sand paper on a belt sander worked but it took all day and many, many sheets to get the face level. Next, the grinder was used on the edges. (Wrong!) When completed, Jock Dempsey, the guru of Anvil Fire.com, a neighbor at the time, was at my home and I proudly showed him my new old beautified anvil. His response was not on the positive side. You see, I had just massacred a piece of history by using the grinder and leveling the face too much by cutting away a lot of steel plate. All beginner mistakes! Jock said a little sway is Ok. 


    My next anvil was found in a barn of someone moving and was purchased for $100 about three months after the first anvil and it was a Peter Wright weighing in at about 115 pounds and in fairly good condition except for some chips on both sides. This time the belt sander was the only thing that was used to level the face, to remove some rusted out little holes and to round off the sides to remove the chips. There was only one comment about the face of anvil and it was made by Peter Ross when using it at a demonstration for ODBSA at my shop and that was: “this is really slick” I never asked him why he said this but I’m guessing that I made another mistake by sanding it so smooth.


   The first anvil had become an embarrassment to me because of what I had done to it, so last year I asked a very good welder, Journeyman Blacksmith Charlie Boothe, ODBSA Treasurer, if he could repair it? He did a great job.  


     Charlie just finished repairing my second anvil by building up the rounded edges (most were too round) and other chips/cracks that beginners and I had put into it over the last four years.


     I’m not a welder so I decided to ask Charlie what he did? 


Did you clean the anvil before welding? No


Did you grind anything down when starting? No


What did you do? First, I heated the anvil on my wood stove to, I guess, about 200 degrees.  Then I wire welded the edges with #.035 type 70s and beat it good with a hammer after each pass. Also, I put a wet rag on the face of the anvil when welding, to keep it cooler. When finished welding, I did grind it down to make it even. Oh yea, by using the anvil, it “works–harden” some.


     The results after a year of use by beginners and myself using the first anvil that Charlie fixed were surprising: very little indentations, no cracks nor chips. Charlie said even if you get indentations, we could always weld more onto it. 


    Is this the best way to repair an anvil? I don’t know but I’m very pleased with what Charlie did because my old, new to me, anvils looks new (I’m into looks) and both are whole lot more functional than before, so bring on the beginners and we’ll see.





     Old man winter has been working overtime this year in Virginia!  On the day of this event the snow & ice at David’s shop in Rustburg was about seven inches that morning and some main roads had just completed a dusting of snow/ ice but the turnout of members /guests was surprising good (28) to see Master Artist Metalsmith Fred Crist demonstrate the artistic side of Metalsmithing, another first for us.  





                             Missing in the photo are Gerald Boggs, Mickey Elliott, Justin Gilbert, Blake Gilbert and Bobby Floyd.





�





�





�





Blackmith Supply truck





Fred Crist





�





1st Anvil





2nd Anvil





               Current News


                              By Bobby Floyd


 What made the last Event so successful? Group effort by your attendance, many of you shoveling snow so that others would have a place to park, David T for the use of his shop, Louise T for providing refreshments, Wendell and his Library plus bottled water for us, Charlie Boothe substituting for Val (Administrator), John Riddle for being Fred’s striker, John Elliott for bringing his Blacksmith Supply truck full of items for us to purchase and, especially Fred Crist who showed us all the perspective of an artist in metalsmithing.


Photos (56) by Jerry Jones, Bobby Floyd & John Riddle at our last Event in Rustburg, VA with Professional Artist Blacksmith Fred Crist as ODBSA Demonstrator/Educator are at the bottom of the Current News page on our Web Site.


Congratulations to Andy Coleman for winning the 50/50 raffle ($19) at the last event.


Welcome our two newest members: Rebecca Doolittle from Pulaski, VA & Martin Hardy from Axton, VA.


It has been confirmed:  Some of Old Dominion Blacksmith Association members will demonstrate at the 34thAppomattox Railroad Festival on Oct 9th -10th. Charlie Boothe will again lead the way in this large event (40,000 plus). Last year both David Hinshaw and I assisted Charlie in this event 


Artist Blacksmith Fred Crist: Because of everyone's interest in the artistic side of blacksmithing at the last event with Fred, I've asked him and he has agreed to do another artistic metalsmithing demonstration at his studio in Waynesboro next Feb. for ODBSA.


Fire pots for coal forges: from $180 to $325 not counting shipping and handling.�1.    Bob “Ironmonger” Cruikshank�Fire pots---Call or write for sales brochure, Made in USA�1495 W. Possum Rd., Springfield, OH 45506�(939) 323-1300 www.creativeironforge.biz �Note: we’ve just got a new one & it’s an excellent fire pot. Thick walls & well cast. Bob does not take credit cards.�2.    Centaur Forge www.centaurforge.com �Note: This is what I have in my rock forge and was the least expensive.�3.    Blacksmith Depot: www.blacksmithsdepot.com �Note: This is the most expensive but I’ve been told it is an excellent fire pot.�Note: If you know of another supplier, please let me know. 


Thomas Jefferson's retreat home at Poplar Forest on the 4th of July. This is a fairly large event with over 8000 guests last year and I'm pleased to say that I have been asked and have accepted to do another blacksmithing demonstration on the 4th July.


Kevin Riddle said that he is planning to bring a ring roller to sell at Lee’s event. He said it’s the same type & brand that Rick Green has in front of his shop.  Tel # 540-884-2107  





Blacksmithing coal. (1) Hatcher F.L.& Son Inc. Roanoke, VA 1-540-342-8723): $4.125 for 33 lbs (5 gal bucket) or $250.00 a ton & that works out to be 12.5 cents a pound. I telephoned them & they said it was from a Pocahontas seam or seams. You must load it yourself. If you want it in bags (50 to 60 pounds a bag) it’s $12.00 a bag and you must let them know 3 days ahead of time; that’s over double the price if you load it yourself. Always telephone them ahead of time to make sure they have it and the price is the same no matter how you get it. I do not know the quality of this coal. Let me know what you think if you use it. (2) Lloyd Burns from WV says that he can deliver 3 tons of coal to the Lynchburg area for about $300 a ton and this is pea size Sowell seam. (3) Monger's Coal at Elkon, VA 1-800-700-6133:  it’s $5.80 for a forty lb. bag and the quality is very good as per Professional Blacksmith Gerald Boggs.  


The Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, VA which is a non-profit organization, has been hit very hard financially due to the cut backs in Virginia funds which also affected their federal funds. Gerald Boggs is the liaison person between the Jacksonville Center and us. First, the Center is having a fund raising event on Sat. July 17th and Gerald is planning on ODBSA members to demonstrate free to the public at their blacksmithing studio on this day. He was only looking for four smiths to participate on this day and he has them. (Steve Kalb, John Riddle, Ron Howard and himself). Second: The next day Sun 18th Gerald is offering to any ODBSA members a “free” hands-on class (learn to forge weld). He said this is open to all members, including beginners. The class is limited in the number of participants, so if you are interested, let me know and be the first to sign up. Third: Gerald needs some ODBSA members to volunteer to help maintain the Blacksmithing Studio at Jacksonville Center. Again, if interested please let me know and I will pass everything on to Gerald.


Glen Bryant’s Iron Gate Hammer-In (Sat. April 3rd).  This is Glen’s personal event that he invites the public to attend. Admission fee is $5. Please bring an item or items to donate to the iron-in-the-hat raffle. Demonstrators Alex Odell plus others. Alex will make fire dogs, Damascus, axe head, candle holder, etc. Lunch ($5) is bar-b-que. Address: 1210 Alleghany Ave, Clifton Forge, VA 24422. 540-862-1558. Directions: Go through the Town of Iron Gate (don’t speed).  Pass gas station and Sweet Shoppe on the right.  There is a slight rise, at the top of the rise, make a sharp left up a hill on to Earnest Avenue, Rt. 701. At the top of the hill turn left.  Bear to the left (Alleghany Avenue) until the end of hard surface road (approximately 1 mile).  Gravel road starts where paved stops.  You’re there.  For more information about Glen’s Hammer-in go to the Current News Page on our Web site for download.


 Learn the basics of Blacksmithing for free.  My road is now clear and I’m ready to start scheduling any active ODBSA member who wants to learn some blacksmithing basics or improve on some. The day class can be any time (seven days of week). The day costs you nothing because all materials are furnished as well as refreshments and lunch.  I now have three forge stations set up to use. Just give me call at 434-335-5621 or e-mail me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:va18@hotmail.com" ��va18@hotmail.com�. to schedule a date to have a full day hands-on class. Thanks, Bobby    
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                 Review of the Day


                       By FACrist/Metalsmith





     Three weeks ago:


     On Saturday the 13th of Feb. I demonstrated to the Old Dominion Blacksmith Association @David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA. For those who attended I showed a variety of styles from traditional architectural to contemporary plate work, and a brass forging. The whole day was based around traditional techniques of hot and cold cutting and how I apply them for sculpture as well as architectural work. The morning was taken up with hot cutting and forming of 3/8 plate 5”x 12”. This was intended to be a sketch for a small sculpture, so the plate was pre marked to guide me in the hot cutting that would follow. In this particular piece I would remove no material, only cut and manipulate. Using a chisel made from A-1 tool steel, and an excellent striker John Riddle I spent the next 45 min. demonstrating my cutting technique, first deep chiseling on the anvil and then making the finish cuts on an aluminum saddle made from 1/2” aluminum plate wrapped over the edge of the anvil. All the while keeping the plate flat and relatively square. The draft that is created by the chisel adds to the form, in 2 ways, one it enhances the edges visually and 2 leaves the mark of the blacksmith behind. Once the piece was all cut out I began to manipulate the piece in a U shape, using a torch with a rose bud tip, spreading apart the cuts, filing them briefly to take off the sharp edge, folding bending and shaping the piece to a desired form


      The afternoon at the bequest of the crowd (the day before Valentines day) I forged a rose from a single piece of 1-1/2” round. This process took approximately 2 hrs and here again involved the use of a chisel. The 1-1/2” round was necked down 1,” from the end with the use of a spring fuller and striker, then a





tenon was drawn out (4” long and 5/8” thick), the piece was then hot cut, leaving 1-1/2” x 1-1/2” boss attached to the tenon. That 1-1/2” was the upset until it was 2.5” round and 5/8” thick. Up to. this point it has all been grunt work to get the right shape to start with. Now the finesse of the material begins. From this point on I


use a torch(oxy-acet) for selective heating found the center on the edge of the disc, incising a line all the way around, then began cutting the disc in half edge wise, making two layers. I cut in until there was about 5/8” in the center holding the 2 plates together. Then I forged both sides out until the edges were thin and the disc was about 3-1/2” to 3-3/4” round. Dividing the disc into 5 sections, I cut the through all the way around, being careful not to cut into the lower plate. Now I pull the first one up drawing out the edge a little, filing off the sharp corners and rolling it into a cone, directly across from it I pull the next petal up, drawing it out some more and filing off the sharp edges, fold around the first cone. I continue this with the other 3 petals jumping from side to side making a nice small tight bud.


I do the same operation with the lower disc, only I make the cuts in the center of the upper petals, so that they over lap. All the while keeping it tight as a bud. Once all the petals are folded up you have a rose bud, now comes the task of opening it up with a pair of needle nose scrolling pliers. As you open it start from the outside in, heating the bottom, pulling out and heating from the top to twist and turn the petals until it begins to feel like a rose. I say feeling because it is all in the finessing of the material that gives it life. Then I finished off the day with forging a small sculpture from my Pillar Series out of 1-1/2” square naval brass. The piece was cold cut, into multiple plates, holding only 1/2” square down one edge as a spine, hot twisted alternating the direction of the plates and the upset under the power hammer. All in all it was a fun day of hot cutting and forging by the fire on a cold winters day.
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      Artist Fred Crist’s signed artwork that will be auctions off at this event.





Next Event for ODBSA is on April 10th at Clover Hill Village near Appomattox, Virginia, another first. �The Clover Hill Village event is called “The 145th Year of the Annual Meeting of Lee & Grant”.              Old Dominion Blacksmith Association members will demo to the general public and learn from each other.  We are planning on having many forges set up and roped off including a beginner’s section.  We have permission to bring items to sell.  We would like to have every member in attendance demonstrate something. Actors will be portraying Robert E. Lee, his Lieutenants and 200 - 250 others of the time period; some will have their horses.  Make it family day if you wish. ODBSA will not have an admission charge for this Event and the Village has waived the admission charge of $10 for adults for Old Dominion Blacksmith Association who demonstrate at their Event” (family members and your guests must pay their admission fee as well as our members in attendance that do not demonstrate.� Lunch is brown bag it or purchase it from the Historic Society that will be selling Brunswick stew or buy it from other possible vendors.  The Village will have a free supper for all ODBSA blacksmithing demonstrators and immediate family (around 6:00 pm). �               �                  
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