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                                             WHO WE ARE (pictures do speak louder than words)


                                          Photos by Jerry Jones





Andy Hasty is by far one of the most improved of us all. His finished products are as clean and neat as one could make.  





Dale Morse and Mike Wyland discussing the peen of the hammer or if you don’t help me Dale, I’ll show you what I can do.





 For someone new to this craft, Mike 


Wyland was the surprise of the day. “He is good”. Congratulations!
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Bob Saxon is making his twist. He has come a long way in his blacksmithing ability since last summer at my shop.





This is the best want-to-be blacksmith of the day. I had to give it a try and was able to complete ¾ of the morning session.





I just wish that Glen Bryant would relax and have a good time! I know no one that enjoys this craft as much as he does.
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Tom Harrell told me that he really enjoys the hands on training and it shows as he demonstrates his talent.





We all know that Randy Cox is a gifted artist in other metals. He told me that he has not worked with hot metal in 10 years.





Wow! What an improvement from over two years ago when Richard Bartelt made his first hook at the edge of my garage using a gas forge.  
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Val Harrell in a conversation with Pete Robertson’s father. Thank you Val for everything and especially this day.








Charlie Boothe is absorbing it all in. Charlie will be demonstrating at the Heritage Day Festival on May 3rd.





Wendell Wyland is seriously taking in what is being demonstrated by David T. in the afternoon session.
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Mark Kinsley on left is in the learning mode. I’m impressed! Mark’s photo on the right is the morning session and he is looking like a Pro. I have only one question: what is the spare hammer on the anvil for?  Mark has to be the easiest and most fun person to teach this craft to that I’ve had the opportunity to work with.  





Wendell Wyland applying what he had learned from Dale in the morning demo to make a perfect hook with a curly que and twist. He is cutting it using the anvil edge.
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We are again honored that Pete Robertson a blacksmith, farrier and wheelwright from the Fredericksburg area joined us for hands on blacksmith training.  I notice that everything Pete does in blacksmithing reminds me a lot of how David T. does it.





Bruce Dembling is ODBSA newest member and also assists Dale at his new school. We appreciate Bruce bringing a trailer full of blacksmithing tools for all of us to look at and purchase after lunch.  Bruce is originally from the Boston area. 





Richard Bartelt while helping Charlie Boothe in the Iron-in-the Hat holds up the beautifully made flowers that Randy Cox made and donated to the raffle.
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 A Day to Remember


    Whenever you talk to a professional blacksmith about what is the best way to improve oneself in this craft, they unanimously say: “practice, practice and more practice.” 


   This was ODBSA first event of 2008 where we all had the opportunity to learn from hands-on training from two very gifted professional blacksmiths who oversaw and critiqued what each of us were doing. In my opinion this is the fastest, easiest and best way to learn this craft correctly. I think all who participated would agree.


    You all were great! Thanks for a day that most of us will never forget.
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                                           ODBSA Next Event (Sat. April 12, 2008)


Location and Host: Mr and Mrs Glen Bryant                                      


                    1210 Alleghany Ave.; Clifton Forge, Va. 24422; 540-862-1558


                    


Time: 10:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M. �Refreshment and Lunch: Furnished (Donation Jar): Lunch is homemade Bar-B-Q     �Note: you must let me know if you are planning on attending because Glen needs to know how much food to prepare.


The following are planning on attending:  Gerald, Bobby, Charlie B, Val & Tom, Jerry J, Mark, Bob S, Wendell, Mike W, 


Subject: Glen is working on this but there will be four forges for us to work on, so if you want to participate in hands-on bring your own hammer.


Directions to Glen Bryant’s Place:


From Lexington: Take I-64 West to Clifton Forge exit # 27.  At the end of the ramp turn left and follow the signs for Rt. 220 South to Iron Gate.  Just after the town limit sign, turn right up the hill (Earnest Avenue, Rt. 701).  At the top of the hill turn left.  Bear to the left (Alleghany Avenue) until the end of hard surface road (Approximately 1 mile).  Gravel road starts where paved stops.  You’re there.


From Roanoke:  Take Rt. 220 North at Daleville (Approximately 36 miles).  Go through the Town of Iron Gate (don’t speed).  Pass gas station and Sweet Shoppe on the right.  There is a slight rise, at the top of the rise, make a sharp left up a hill on to Earnest Avenue, Rt. 701.   At the top of the hill turn left.  Bear to the left (Alleghany Avenue) until the end of hard surface road (Approximately 1 mile).  Gravel road starts where paved stops.  You’re there.





                Thank you


Thank you Dale Morse for opening  your school for ODBSA. You were a terrific host with coffee, refreshments, fires started, metal cut,ear plugs and goggles for us. The arrangement of the new forge and anvils are ideal for classes. In other words everything was perfect for all of us and others to learn from you. We all know how good you are in this craft but you are also a superb teacher. This combination speaks of great success for your blacksmithing school.  I do hope our members take full advantage of what you are offering. We are all proud to have you as a friend and supporter and we really do appreciate all that you have done for us over the years.


Did you guys notice how Dale and David joked with each other during the day? These two people are friends with each other and it showed during the day. David Tucciarone, as always, showed us again why we all think he is one of the top teachers of this craft. His pace, patience, knowledge and desire that everyone understands before moving to another section of his demonstration highlights his teaching skills. I for one would like to have this repeated by these two exceptional professional in the near future.


Bobby Floyd (President of ODBSA)  





Horizontal Sundial


                           By Andy Hasty 


    When I heard that Glen Bryant was going to bring a sundial to our January meeting, I was immediately interested.  I thought this could be a nice small project for 





                     Current News


* The not so good news first: a couple of weeks ago I had an emergency operation (partial removal of my colon). I’m on pain medication and sleep a lot. Still more treatments to follow but I’m feeling better as the days pass. My advice to anyone over 50 is to have a colonoscopy. Do as I say not as I do!


* This Newsletter is short for two reasons: My health, but mainly because of the amount of photos. Photos take a lot of pixels in the computer version of the Newsletters. By having a lot of pixels it makes it difficult for people to download it, especially the ones with dial up connections. If you cannot download it let me know and I will mail you a copy.


* Sand Casting at Central Virginia Community College article and photos will be in the next Newsletter.





someone just getting started in blacksmithing like me.  The sundial Glen brought to show was a miniature model of larger equatorial dials he said he has been making as gifts for friends and family.  I’m grateful to Glen for planting the seed.


     After doing more research on sundials, I decided that my first attempt should be a horizontal design.  This type has fewer parts, and as with any of sundial it can be modeled any size you like.  Originally I thought I would use a round base plate, but I wanted to scribe a line around it about ¾” from the outer edge.  This would require a fuller that was curved to match the radius of the scribed line.  To simplify my work I designed an octagonal shape dial.


     I found the necessary information about declination of the sun at various times of the year and the calculations needed to lay-out the hour lines on the dial from two websites: � HYPERLINK "http://plus.maths.org/issue11/features/sundials/" �http://plus.maths.org/issue11/features/sundials/� and � HYPERLINK "http://sundials.co.uk/projects.htm" �http://sundials.co.uk/projects.htm� .  The former was posted by a Ph.D. student and a Professor of the University of Bath in England.  Much of the general information I used came from this site.  The latter was posted by a sundial enthusiast also in England.  I found a simplified formula for the calculations at this site.


     For my first attempt I used ¼” thick hot rolled steel for the base of the dial.  Using a band saw I trimmed the edges to a regular octagonal shape and marked where each line would go.  I used a chisel to make a shallow at each line.  I heated the plate and shaped the vee-grooves to a half-round shape with a fuller tool with approximately 0.025” radius.  I found that heating the plate made the job difficult and dangerous.  My heavy leather welder’s gloves were smoking as I held the fuller to each line.  My second try at making the sundial was done cold which made it much easier handle and the grooves were only slightly harder to form.  The shadow casting element known as a, “style or gnomon,” was made of ¼” steel with two tenons that pass through holes in the base.  With the bottom side of the holes opened up with a countersink, the tenons were then heated and peined over to secure the gnomon.
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To get a smooth finish I used vinegar to strip the scale off.  I dried the moisture out of the steel by heating to a few hundred degrees, and then spray-painted.  The lines and characters were filled in with guilder’s paste for contrast.








